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"OUR 1 p's character is ſo well 


we me, if I preſented not theſe papers 
to You, who can ſo readily put them into 


known, that the -public. would 


= ee ee want chem moſt. >- - 


THIN; A (ITC 


Tou Vit probably; alk, why 7G c. 
TAUR is prefix'd as a title to them. The 
men of pleaſure, the licentious, and 


fligate, are the ſubject of theſe Jeviers.; i; 8 
and in ſuch, as in 95 fabled Centaur, he 8 

| brute runs away with, the i man therefore T - 
call them Centaurs. And' farther” 1 call 


, 5 — » 


their ſcarce Þalf- human conduct, and 
character, that enigmatical, and purely 


them Centaurs nat fabubus,” becauſe. by 


21 10. ff | 
ideal figure of the antients, 18 not 8 
143 only, but realized, om T __ 
MS & HO ö 
e /Ysie 

A 2 
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Your ladyſhip's 8 curioſity i is great; and 


Fl Of the Centaurs the moſt celebrated 
was CHiRon. He was a great botaniſt ; 


and our bitter herb Centory takes its 


name from him. He thought all herbs 


bitter, becauſe, being very amorous, he 


to that purpoſe ; which Ovid, ſick of the 


fame Pays has ;tranflated, and tranſmit- 


0 erity in his 94 


But he was not only a botaniſt, but a 
great maſter of mubc.: be compoſed an 
exquiſite p piece of harmony for young A- 


chilleß his pupil, which charmed Deidamia 


"Je you, poſlibly, are willing to know what 
account antiquity gives of the family, or 
2 rather breeck of theCentaurs. It is as follows. 


2 could not find any amongſt them, that 
could abate the fever in his blood: and 


he left a complaint in the greek language 


to his embraces z by. whom he had Py yr. 


rkhus in the court of | her father Nicomades 


'a little" 55 5 he dro opp'd | his petlicoats, 


ii 


But what will endear to your Tadyſhip | 
CatRon's memory beyond any the moſt 


ed in ſtory, is, that he was not 
85 only 


* e 
9 575 4 


put on his boots for th e Trojan, War. 


* 


The Drorca sie 


only the venerable father of OpxRAS, but 
Vas alſo the ſon of a MAS URA DE; the 
very firſt of thoſe numerous ſons, with - 
which that prolific entertainment has lince. 


multiply'd mankind: 


It happericd Aae 83 PT Kalle to E 


8000 wife Ops, had an intrigue with 
PHILLVYVRA. Seeing one day, his injured 
ſpouſe coming to diſturb their intimacy, 
for eſcape; he turned himſelf into a Hoxs E; 
which occaſioned the wn feinen * 
Bure of Chiron his ſon. Wa 


190 .f 


This, e es, was os, very firſt of” 
| Masquerapes. You ſee the wirtuous-: 


occaſion, and the. laudable fruits of it. 


Jupiter's maſquerading in the form of a 
Burr, was long aſter. Europe takes its 
name from EUROPA, with whom he ran 
away in that ſhape; And your friend 
Clodius ſays, that, probably, we celebrate 
333 MASQUERADES! in memory of 

This is the recorded origin of that 
bee aſſembly; and, indeed, it is evi- 
dent to common OO that eee 


8 


mm The Duvreary ON. 


* nw Unt Tot ite then acciden- 
tal, and {ipce nid 8 ow 
love. 26 3 | | 


Theſe, you mh 1 fay, are wild fables ; b 
dut they are not without their morals. 
This fable of Saturn and Ops means, that, 
_ jealous Conscixxck, the ſoul's lawful wife, 
will ever diſturb /centious pleaſure , and 
that there is no means of eſcaping the 
perſecution, | but by becoming quite bru- 
tal in it. This, and the follow ing expla- 
nations of the myſtical part of antiquity 
have been overlook'd by former commen- 
uw nen Bacon was _— them. 


1 There i isa ſecond cent in the preſent | 
f fable. C niko, madam, was a man, as 
much, I mean, as the gayer part of your 
acq; raintance. Why then is he repreſented 
as a Centaur? For two reaſons. He was, 
as I have ſaid before, the ſon of Saturn; 
and a very lewd old fellow. Repreſenting 
him as a Centaur, ſignifies that beings of 
origin truly celeſtial, may debaſe their na- 
ture, forfeit their character, and fink 
| themlelves, by licentiouſneſs, into perfect 
| beaſts. . 

£ "Manat 


The Nase F 


Secondly, it ſignifies, that the reſt of 8 


the: ſpecies, the ſober part of mankind, _ * 
prejudic d by the abandon d mannets of 1 
ſuch men, may naturally imagine, that 


they hear them neighing after their wives 
and daughters; galloping with more than 


human haſte after temptations ; and, 


therefore, rather inſolently prancing on 
four legt, t decently content with two. 

This probably, i is che meaning: firſt be- 
cauſe prejudice greatly hurts our diſcern- 


ment, and transforms objects exceedingly. 


8 Secondly, becauſe all allow that a Centaur 
is a mere creature of the nen. 


But thiwgh Chiron was the moſt cele- 


brated, yet was he not the moſt antient, 


of our mythological cavalry, Ixron was 


: a primitive man of pleaſure ; à gallant of 


Juno, and much in favour. Jupiter, leſs 


in his intereſt, interpos'd a cloud in her 
ſtead, which not long after was brought 
to bed of the firſt Centaurs. From that 


hour Juno commenc'd a ſeold; and in 


that charaer Virgil makes her fear, | 
that if ſhe can't find friends in heaven, 


| ſhe will oY hell for them. 


wy. 4 ee 0 OE. 
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The amour of Ixton imports, the great 
5 eight of our expectation, and as great 
_ - depth-of our difappointment, in illicit love. 
And Jvrrirex's interpoſing the cloud, 
intimates, that heaven decrees this diſ- 
appointment; and that therefore it is 
madneſs to flatter ourſelves with bopes of 
the contrary. ' The fable would farther 
teach us, that our. imagination, fir d by 
paſſion, impoſes not only on our under - 
eee but our very ſenſes; which take 
clouds for goddeſſes and inn ae 5 
as crepe F199 WOT 1 


fn” pg hat. gallantry is . 
hereditary in this illuſtrious houſe. I ſhould 
ſay -STABLE-: that therefore continence 
may be conſtrued as an argument of 
baſtardy. Who then can blame your gay 
friends for being loth to be baſtardiz d. 
and diſinherited; to loſe en 028 

binn and miſtreſs, eee N 
eee . 

| They keep clear. of this. jropatarion 
. but there js one particular, that ſpeaks 
not ſo much in their favour ; but rather 
calls their legitimacy i in queſtion. | How 
comes it to paſs that the poſterity of 
. cloud- 


The Raben > 5 


cloud- begotten Sires, ſhould; be ſo. cloud. 


leſs a Sancnteck, that 2. 72 W of 


6 — 4 hs $ So 


But hee. Rte in inis point, e 
are not ſo in another; Which may ſet all 
right again. Dr iAxIRA, as a charm to 
regain the love of her huſband HencUuzs, 
who was gone, aſtray. after MPHALE, 
queen of Lydia, bent him a ſhirt dipp 4 
in the blood of the Centaur Nzssvs. But 
inſtead of anſueting ber honeſt end, it 


=» I-38 os. 0 


proy'd martal,. "T6 1 5955 = Glad. =; 


: vantage- above, ſome ſay, this diſtemper, 


at certain ſeaſons, ſtill runs in his race. 
Others rob our modern Centaurs of that 


credit; imputing their diſorder to another 


cauſe ! And indeed; the preſent ſtory tells 


us, that ladies may —— 
when they mean only. ta make a preſe 
gl. ge 4-0 A 0h gt 16 if 


. 1 20 ven. 840 
5 5 


> 


3 


a1 


__ 


3 


. os not yes an emblem of their end- 
leſs rotution in unaltered circles of preſent 
pleaſures; but alfo, as a prophecy of their 
future pains; and an exact repreſentati 
of that rack, which, prudes ſay, they * 
ſerve for their family. feats. 


And 10 I” Adam, all things tide. 
ed, have I named them wrong? I have 
named them, as moſt men of antient re- 
nown were, from their perfonal qualities 
and exploits. If you ftill think me to 
blame, Iflatter myſelf: you wilt change y our 


mind * Jo have read the letters 
following. 5 


This addreſs to your kdyſhip, will my 
4 Aer Nader ſay, is itſelf a Centaur of the 
Pegaſean kind, in which the untamed ĩma- 
gination has too much tun away with the 
-adgment,” and carried it to enormous 
{> cone H= your e nr 1: hy 


ö To comply with your taſte, it ſhall even 
| de a ludicrous one. Tour favourite Cen- 
g taurs ſhall be ; permitted 1 to intrude even 
into 


F 


The Drevieavion, 
into the moſt ſolemn groves of ſacred me · 


ditation. Their groteſque figures ſhal! 
continually meet your eye, where you ke 


leaſt expe, and here the ſevereſt critie, 

and the prude (all but Centaureſſes are 

prudes with yon) will be moſt ſrandalized 
to find ede 3 


4. £ * 
1 7 
, 
* 1 * * # 1 — * 7 1 


As a pledg e or this rde 1 
my frontitpiece. It offers à ſketch Wich 
your 'ladyfhip, who know our Centaurs 

ſecret accompliſhments better than 1 tos 
may np a better hand to perfect. 


The ſtatues of the renown'd are ſet up 
in public; to kindle honeſt emulation. Im 
moſt antient ſchools of wiſdom were the 
buſts, or portraits of the wiſe. What, ma- 
dam, if, for your modern academy, He. 
garib could dra Centaur, not, as ns 
with his bow and Arrow, but (what will 
Hit my mark as well) with Harkquin's 

ſabre by his ſide; in a party- eolour d . 


Jacket of pictur d cards, a en of mu 
ie before, a Scaramouch- den bebing 

him; a.weathercock. on hi 5 le : 

in his hand, the decalogue ui 7J 


and, for the benefit of your N 


label out of his mouth inſerib d, as was 
me 


: 
s 
— 
H 
. 
* 
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the temple of Apollo, with Tolls geln i in 


5 letters of gold {In;Me, Know thyſelf]; they, 
Pour ſcholars, will take i it in the true phi- 
loſophio ſenſe, and vonder how it came 
into the mouth of ſo: ridiculous, and, to 
them, ſo foreign, a monſter. 4: 


As your ladyſnip s aſſembly, of at our- 


hyppodromes is the moſt fenown'd, I: 
hope you will favourably accept thewhole, 


ſome provender I ſend. vou. It. is of an 
anti- circean nature; and a 7 OG, 
Turns: monſterg ae — 12 er 


But eee 75 


and L hear a whole ſtring ot your! high 
bred, unbridled, colts coming in full ca- 


reer with a blaze in their. foreheads, to 
Wee my;rebukes; and. a. ſpring in 
then hen, bound high. at your, balls... 3 


. 2s 1 adruppdant te ien Jo 9 AR 


* 41 411i 
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"THis: Lakt: bonum dente adele es 
they But Y6 beg n to frown; as you alwa ys 


do 4. proife” Feat gere notone'v ene 
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our whole journey. I ſhall carry you . at 
firſt a heavy trot through rough unbeaten. 
ways, entertaining you unpolitely, with 
diſcourſe quite foreign to your way of 


thinking; ſuch as paſſed in correſpondence 


between me and a friend, that would e- 
qually deſpiſe, and be deſpiſed, among 
ſuch as you think yours. In the progreſs 
of our travels (which I muſt honeſtly tell 
you, will only touch upon, not terminate 
in, Fairy-land) I ſhall carry you into an 
_ unknown country, where every thing is 
real, bright, and-tranſporting. If there, 
compelled by the force of ſovereign truth, 
I ſhould. not only affert, but convincingly. 
prove, that you are of rank more than 
imperial; and: preſent you with an unflat-- - 
tering glaſs, in which, notwithſtanding. 
your own form. ſhall appear with all the. 
charms of an angel But ſome breath- 
ing: time is neceſſary to prepare for ſuch 
an arduous expedition. Therefore, I diſ- 
mount for the. preſent, and:ſay.no more. 
L. 5 
8 Mana, Sc. 
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Dear Si- | aner | 
K 1 A KE no apology for) your DOA"; ; the world 


1 is your apology. The occaſion calls louder 
on me, than my friend can poſſibly do and robs me 
of the credit of having my compliance wing intirely 
to your deſire. Alarm'd at our reigning paſſion. for 
PLEASURE, you preſs me to write on that ſubjeRt. 
Who can forbear ? ſince if the preſent canine appetite 
for it ſhould increaſe, where i is that Bedlam which can 
receie,a whole nation into proper methods of cure? 
Your enjoining me one taſk has engaged me in two. 

Prevails not ITI DEZLIT as much as Pleaſure? And 
ſor ever they muſt prevail, or decreaſe, together. : 
Infidelity is the parent of the love of Pleaſure in 
ſome: Eve doubted, and then eat: It is the conſe- 
quence of it in others; moſt of Eve's daughters firſt 
taſte, and then diſbelieve. ' Plealure, and Infidelity, 
teciprocally generate each ge ; * that, neceſſarily. 
-. ER 


. | ; 4 3 '$: % % F 77 J D : ; * © x % * * 
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For Faith is intitel y the reſult of Reaſon; ; and reaſon i is 


impotent in proportion to the prevalence of ſenſe; = 


| therefore fenſual Pleafure begets Infidelity. - On the 
reverſe, he that diſbelieves a futurity, muſt be fond of 
the preſent, and eagerly ſwallow its unrival'd delights ; 
and therefore, Infidelity lets looſe the rein to Pleaſure, 
and gives it an ample range: He then, who would 
reduce one, muſt ſtrike at both. Ewe, and the ſerpent, 
fell together; - Pleaſure, like the firſt, plncks the for- 
bidden fruit; and Infidelity ſays, with the Inter,” | 
Thou ſhalt not * ae. | 


Theſe two, now national diſtempers, fairly Geige us 
between them. One ſeizes the body: one the mind: 
and where theſe two bery darts have taken places the 
deftroyer may ſpare 2 A third; his work is done. What 
then muſt be mine? The talk} is hard to extract them; 
for they ſeem, at preſent, to be not only poiſoned, but 
| barbed, 11 in the Britiſh heart. | 


| However 1 that} attempt, firſt, to had the 1 700 
and then the Polupruary, ſenſible of his error. I fhall 
recommend Belief and Virtue, in the room of Doubt, 
and Diſſoluteneſs; and by (IL hope) properly adapted 
Devotion, aſſiſt their Repentance; that neceſſary ſtep 
of tranſition from one of theſe ſtates, to the other. 
And conſidering into whoſe bande thele letters will 
frft come (for I deſign them for the preſs) with regard 
to yourſelf, I ſhall give you your. friend Euſebius 8 
character at large. And with regard to your ſiſter, I 

mall invite her, and ber gay favourites, to a Funeral, 
'. inffeadof a Ball; and, then, I ſhall enter on ſubjects 
not unimportant, nor foreign to theſe. 


As 


es ada 8 3 fall firſt ſpeak 
* InvipaLity, and then of Pr.zazUzz... And it 


ſhall be my endeavour { to ſpeak of both, as to render 


it the province of wic, rather than wwi/dbar, to reply. 


What may filence wiſdom will but provoke wit, whoſe 
| ambition it is to ſay moſt where leaft is to be ſaid. 
You may as well attempt 10 fileuce an eccha by the 

ſtrength of voice, as a wit by the force of reaſon. 


They both are but the louder for it: they both will 
have the laſt word. How often hear we men with 


great ingenuity ſupporting folly ? that is, by wit de- 


firoying wiſdom ; as the ſame fort of men, by pleaſure 


deſtroy happineſs ; prove to draw evil out of good, 
and ſet things at variance, which, by nature. are allies. 
Happineſs, and pleaſure, as wiſdom, and wit, are each 
other's friends, or ſpes; and if foes, of foes the worſt, 


Well· choſen pleaſure is a branch of happineſs ; well- 
Judglegniniac;- facet of xii : bak. whar aheb 
petty ſubalterns ſet up for themſelves, and counteraQt 


their principals, one makes a greater wretch, and the 
other a groſſer fool, than could exiſt without them: 


Pleaſure chen calls for our compaſſion, and wit for our 
contempt. Of how many might the names have ſlept 


in ſafety, had not their unlucky ports: e a we 


amen them?” 


ve we not a recent, aud fignal 3 bow fur 


| wit can ſet wiſdom at defiance, and, with its 2 1 
brilliances, dazzle common underſtandings ? 
noble author * ſmiles at a certain text of which I Hal 


* Lord Bolingbroke | 


* 


ä — n 


20 On Inriveriry. 


make a ſerious uſe, vis. When the fons of Ged came "I 
Iv "the daughters of men, they begot giants. So when 
| gteat talents fall in love with mean purpoſes, they 
beget errors of an enormous ſize, both in opinion, and 
in life. What more enormous than to let infidelity 
gather ſuck ſtrength, even in our decline, as to ſtand. 
the terrors of a death bed, and bequeath proud | 
legacies of its poiſon to the world ? Is not this ſtreteh- 
ing out 'our boldneſs even beyond the day of tryal? 
carrying the war into the very borders (if I may ſo 
ſpeak) of that dread Being we dare oppoſe ? and, 
deſperately preſuming to atchieve that in our grave; 
of which a Julian, of equal genius, though not of 
equal gvilt, deſpaired on a throne; and that the 
ä greateſt on earth? Julian was for defeating one- pro- 
phecy; my lord is for expunging them all; and, en 
like ſucceſs, V N ene _ ſerve for both. 


Take 1 tos great a freedom 5 It is botk folly; in 
vice, to bear any man ill will. But it is alſo folly, 
and vice, not ſo to behave, when occaſion requires, 
as that our conduct may be mi/taken- for ill-will, if 
the prejudiced think fit. Why ſhould our opponents 
call that i/I-wwill, which they, if they were of our 
opinion, and thought us in a fatal error, and heartily 
wiſhed us well, would, neceſſarily, do out of perfect 
love? If the viſcount's admirers reſent out of zeal to 
his honour; I aſſure them, (though 'T have had no 
apparition) that his lordſhip, now on Fay _ thuiks 
Mem not for the TRIO. Shanks 


- Time was, wh thoſe errors, into which 1 e fell 
« would | 


25 
1 g 


8 


would have been more exculable; For, that truth 
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endleſs; and that in theſe circu imſtances che 


n light. TE. 
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was obſcure, and falſehood ſpecious, and 


man could find no reſt, becauſe ſuſpence i is anxious, ; 
and. aſſent. almoſt inevitably. betrayed into miſtake : 


this was the fad, and juſt complaint of the heathen, 


world, which by God $ dereliQion had lolt its way, 
and could not 2 it. ri the feeble e of, 
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bur 0 babe We to complain, who gtope, _— 


and wander, and ſtumble, at noon-nay ? Ours i is not 


ignorance, but perverſeneſs; not want of a guide, but 


defection from him. Our noble author, ſo. much 


admired, becau ſe ſo much i in the wrong, declares g our 
light to be darkneſs ; and with the boaſted acuteneſs of 
his ſuperior underſtanding, inſtead of Fopching, thoſe 
that are blind, is for putting out the eyes of tho.e that, 
ſee. Thus, heaven's ſupreme bleſſing on us in the 
Goſpel, is not annulled only, by our perverſeneſs; but 
turned to much hurt. We are favour d to our mil. 


forrune, we are ae 'd to our oh be a a 

"The wanker! courted 1 as 4 itte, ; with 
warm, and ſincere. addreſſes, but could not obtein 
her We. having obtained, her, treat her, as an 
abandoned age the lav ful p partners of theit beds, wih 
ſatiety, and diſguſt, and a wild deſire after new em- 
braces. And 2 bave we embraced? T bus runs ar” | 
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need inſtruRion ; 3 Coke proud t to. bear it wo 
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Bk, Whatever notices of duty to God, or wan, are 
« primed in us by nature, or deduced by reaſon, 
« theſe are obliging 455 8 to de performed dy 
« all ; as the natural reli Igion : but as for any poſitive 
« inſtitutions, or particular wilde of religion, theſe are 
« of human origin, ſtamped in the political mints of 
« craft, intereſt, or ambition; a com current for the 
« vulgar only.” It is fit, it ſeems, that the vulgar 
ſhould be fettered, that their ſuperiors may expatiate 
more at large, and not fear to meet with rivals in them. 
And, indeed, if the vulgar had the fame principles, 
and opinions, with many of their maſters, their maſters 
would have. as fair a chance to have their throats cut, 


4. the murderer, to be hanged for i it. 


A to God, they fay, The nt kalen OY 
© mands us to think worthily, and fpeak reverently, 
« of Him: but, as ſome have thought churches 
« derogatory to the notions of an Omnipreſent Being: 
« fo formal prayers, and ſolemn ſervices, are no way 
« neceſſary to a Being Omniſcient.” They prefent 
Him (if with any) with a more ſublime and philoſo- 
phical devotion, ſtripped of all externals, invifible as 
the Deity himſelf, and, indeed, as incomprehenſible to 
the multitude; whoſe religion, like themſelves, muſt 
have a body, as well as a ſoul; or it will evaporate into 
nothing. Thus, under pretence of a eompliment to 
one divine attribute, they rob alf of the worſhip due 
ta them. They p retend to give God exalted homage, 55 
as the Jews oo our bleſſed Lord in a purple 
* him, not adore. And here our undiſ- 
: ſembled | 
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ſembled 1 if not contempt, of religion, and our 


| barefaeed venality ſetting all, even fouks, to file, can- 


not but recat to mind. that theſe fifter iniquities, as 
if naturally connected, went hand-in-hand (as rhe 


Hiſtorian tend ws), towards the rai « * the Nasen com- 


' Devs elke. omnia 1 babar. Sed 


As 10 the duties of the ſedond table, they tell * 
this 4+ the-precepis: of nature un evidently apuipft 
«© jirgunes,: aed-iepetice; we:muft by no meaus com- 
mit rapine, or murdet; theſe are unſociable crimes: 
bat as for any pleafunable enjoyments of ourſelves, 

by deprive: ourſeives-of theſe why ſtarve at a 
God to be n tyrant; tO Mhat end has he given de- 


_ * fires; bat that we ſhould ſatisfy them F or appetites; 
_ «bur ihat we ſheuld indulge: them? enen luſt; 


LY af GOO ave vans nde 


1 Thus the.ſluices are bet opan for all 83 pro 
wiſcuous incontinence, and ſtudied; arts of excels, to 
pour in uncontrouled and, by a ſecond compliment 
io the Deity,/ns fi erg gs my. lords pretended regard 
for Chaiſtiavity, is vatniſded aver a ſecand, violatian of - 
his laws. Bacchus, and Venus, are tecalled to a new 
apatheofis under a chriſtian æra; and receive. daily far = 


_ crificein'the:-fartunes, health, and common. digoity.of 


man. What voluntary victims are we? And as victims 
ol old werecrown'd with flowers, how has road 
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ſires, and appetites, were not given us out of tyranny, 
but with an intention doubly kind; as, a means both 


of pleaſure, and virtue, if gratified, and reſtrained, as 
religion directs. In both views they are bleſſings, but 


greateſt in the laſt ; Fa an Eſau n ever be _ pre- 


 erriog the former. Stena 


The ee ben ite bt the Salbe bche den- 
logue are broken, i in a more terrible ſenſe; than they 


vuere by Moſes, at his deſcent from the mount: and 


from no. diſſimilar cauſe. The ſufficieney of human 
reaſon. is the golden calfi which theſe men ſet: up to 
be worſhipped,; and in the frenzies of theit extra va 


gant devotion to it; they trample on venerable autho- 
Tity 3 ſtrike at an oak with an oſier; the doQtrine of 


God's own planting,” and the growth of ages, with 


the ſudden, and fortuitous, ſhoots of imagination; 


abortive births of an hour... Theſe human improve- 


ments on divine revelation may be compared to the 


Profaning the holy Bible with the figures/« of heathen 


idols, under Antiochus Epiphanes ; or rather, to the 


proud Roman emperor, WO tock the head from Ju- 


piter's ſtatue, and placed his'ow in its ſtead. Theſe 
are bold men; but the boſdeſt, we bope, may be 


reclaimed. That Almighty finger which wrote the 
divine las twice in ſtone, cannot want power to 


+ give'them 4 new e ee i their ene 
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And that 1 more willingly receive that 
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i Aba bel of infidelity, faith i is neceſſary on 
its own account, without relation to any thing elſe. 


Faith is not only a means of obeying, but a principal 


act of obedience. It is not only a heedful foundation; 
it is not only as an altar, on which to facrifice ; but 


it ic a ſacrifice ifſelf ; and, perhaps, of all the greateſt. 


It is a ſubmiſſion of our underſtandings, an oblation 
of our idolized reaſon, to God; which he requires 


ſo indiſpenſably, that our whole will, and affections, 
though ſeemingly a larger ſacrifice, "willy not, withou it 


\ * 
1 WD. * 3 
” 8 1 hk i $ 1 * 


Does any qui this? His lordfhip 8 diſciples 
will be very apt to queſtion it; yet this is true; un 
leſs we can ſuppoſe the primitive martyrs to have laid 
down their lives, for what was unneceſſary to their 
falvation. . For i it was not an atteſtation of their doc- 
tribe, but their faith, for which the bleſſed apoſtles 
were perſecuted, and the,martyrs ſhed their blood; 

which they might eaſily have avoided, if they had 
inſiſted only on the moral precepts of their new diſ- 


penſation. Their moral precepts were approved, 


and welcomed, by the wileſt on | earth,” Na 15 


4 


ee at. abſurd 8d, 1 ſtand obliged to 6 
praftiſe that morality, which they fo much commend. 


To renounce; f cotru of; „the faith” (one, or 
both of which is wy'lor&'s/Poitit) abſtracted from li- 
bertine gratiftcatidhs (0 follo w, or to get rid of fear 
from thoſe paſt ; there ſeems to be ſo little temptation, 

Vo L, IV. 5 B that 
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that I ſhould think none would venture on bs but 
through ignorance of its guilt. Its guilt therefore I 


' have pointed out; which ſhews that modern ew 


thaed is, * e 1 it, 


how laudable ſoeyer the deiſt's life is, is criminal i in it- 


| ſelf. A virtuous life, filing from a corrupted. faith, 


(if that could poſſibly be) is as an angel of light ſup-: | 


ported by a cloven foot; which many ſeem not to 


believe, otherwiſe they would not be ſo often plead- | 


ing the virtue of deiſts, as a full abſolution of that 


ect; whexeys we are needy. y told, Ot. the 1 75 foo | 


+ - 


But though « a corrupt 75 is fufcientl gel in 


| ieſelf, yet its guilt rarely reſts there ; it often produces 


an irregular life. On the contrary, vicious practice 


| bs ſure to produce a corrupt faith; or an abſolute re- 


nunciation of all belief: for the notices of good and 


ill are ſo fairly imprinted on our nature, and the 


practice of them is ſo ſtrongly guarded, by conſequent 


hope and fear, that no conſcience is ſo hardened, as 


to fin without the ſhelter of ſome pretence. The 
guilty huſh conſcience with ſuch ſoft whiſpers as 


theſe ; Either, heaven takes not ſuch cognizance of 


our actions; 3 of, is not fo much concerned about 


2 e e wabelefs a eee 


them, as ſome imagine; or, its mercy will not ſuf⸗ 
fer it to be juſt; or, its juſtice will not ſuffer it to 
be ſo ſevere, as to puniſh temporal guilt with eternal 


pain: all which are corruptions of the faith. Or if 
theſe opiates will not do, they proceed to renounce 
the faith. They give themſelves a po Wie 
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Religion a cheat. And thus they throw off their 
fears, their God, and common ſenſe, together; and 


are deplorably gay, till they are irremediably undone. 
How happy might ſuch wretehes be, if they knew 


what a trifle pleaſure is to peace A very trifle is it, 
even when pleaſure is innocent: but when not, when 
pleaſure i is an enemy to panes! ; then, then indeed, 


it is a trifle no more. 


A here is a text i which ws vive ſome pee to 
thoſe who doubt whether a bad life occaſions a falſe 
or no belief. It is ſaid, there -u/? be hereſies, that 
is, falſe beliefs. And why? There is certainly no 
fatal neceſſity for them, from God's deſtination No; 
but there is a moral neceſlity for them from man's 
corruption. A heart boiling with violent and vicious 
paſſions, will ſend up infatuating fumes to the head 
and a delirious giddineſs of head will make a man 
fall into the groſſeſt miſtakes, be his natural abilities 
what they will. A lewd and obſtinate will fails not 
to blind the Wong . as Dalilab 115 
man of W 0 | | 


7 — 


- Maw! even of f thoſe thick hold faſt the Rüth, may 


perhaps not have obſerved, that faith is doubly pre- 


cious; it is our duty, and our refuge; nay; it is. 
deubly our refuge. It reſcues our paſſions from flam- * 
ing into vice; and it reſcues our underſtanding from 
darkening 1 into errors. The ſame qualification which 


is neceſſary for us in order to pleaſe God, is as nece(- 


fary to ſecure ourſelves from impoſtute; and not 
* wy ſuch impoſtures as others may prepate: for 
* 3 us, 
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us, but ſola our own, It is our ſole ſecurity againſt 
our framing impoſitions to deceive our on judgments 
(as ſhewn above), as well as 8 our cle 
crimes 4 to-defear: at OWN Tavern” tian bor 5H 


9 to the) a FAMA kde 1 our faith, which 
infidels would by no means have me forget; Who,” 
ſay they, © can ſwallow them ?” In truth, none but 
thoſe who think it no diſhonour to their underſtand- 
ings to credit their Creator, Socinus, like our infi- 
dels, was one of a narrow throat; and, out of gene- 
rous compaſſion to the Scriptures (which the world, 
it ſeems, had miſunderſtood for 1500 years) was for 
weeding them of their myſteries ! ! and rendering them, 
in the plenitude of his infallible reaſon, undiſguſting, 
and palatable to all the rational part of mankind. 
Why ſhould honeſt Jews and Turks be frighted from 
us by the Trinity? he was for making religion fami- 
liar and inoffenſive. ' And ſo he did; and unchriſtian 
too. Thoſe things which our wh can graſp, our 

underſtanding cannot comprehend. Why then deny 
to the Deity Himſelf the privilege of being one, 
- amidſt cowl pee of W te which 190 os 


| 


hos let me 3 * . 15 eſcaped | 
your notice, with regard to the bleſſed Trinity, 
which gives our unbelievers the greateſt offence. 
The revelation of it is not only neceſſary for our un- 
derſtanding the ſoundation of chriſtianity, but is alſo, 
I conceive, an abſolute. demonſtration of its truth. 
| Wag it is a need by nature could: not. 
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poſſibly have entered into the imagination of man; 
which they, who moſt explode it, confeſs by their 
obſtinate rejection of it. For why do they reject it, 
but on that very account? Our opponents therefore, 
in ſome meaſure, ſupport us in our attachment to this 


ſupreme article of our creed, which they moſt. con- 
_ demn ; (and what is ſomewhat remarkable in favour 


of our faith) ſupport us in it by the very cauſe for 
which it is nene Ws them. ; | 


Myſteries, that is + chaſe great and hidden things of 
our religion, whoſe truth we are aſſured of by Di- 
vine Authority, but the matter of their being ſurpaſ- 


| ſes our underſtanding : ſuch as the plurality of pe- 
ſons in the Divine Unity: God manifeſt in the fleth : 
the operation of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of be- 


lievers: the ſpiritual preſence of Chriſt in the eucha- 
riſt : the uniting our ſcattered parts from the duſt of 

death. All which the Scriptures have expreſly de- 
livered as catholic truths. Several of theſe, ſeveral 
heretics have rejected; and the Socinians have, in a 
manner, rejected them all. Faith in theſe is more ac- 


ceptable to God, than faith in leſs abſtruſe articles of 


our religion; becauſe it pays that honour which. is 
due to His teſtimony ; and the more ſeemingly incre- 
dible the matter is which we believe, the more reſpect | 
we ſhew to the relator of it. This (putting in a 
caveat againſt the ridicule of. infidels) may be called 
heroic faith, correſpondent to heroic virtue, at e 
out of prudence; 185 muſt imile. nb ie t 
This heroic faith may be more ar ka to > God 
2271 1 . 
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(iome may ſay) ; but, ſure, not more 1ſeful to man. 
It may have a good influence on another life; but 
What account does his find in it ? Who can ſhe w me 
the moral effects of it? From faith in theſe myſte- 
ries, man neceſſarily, and more juſtly, adores the in- 
comprehenſible majeſty of God; and more juſtly and 
perfectly contemplates his own littleneſs, and diſpropor- 
tion of thought to thoſe truths that are vouchſafed to 
His faith. Hence he heartily renders Goda due honour 
for his teſtimony ; and a due acknowledgment of 
his profeſſed care of his church; and a due 
thankfulneſs for the mercy of his revelation: He 
Tenders a due obedience to his-proper government, as 
a chriſtian, that is, the authority of the church; 
and a due aſſiſtance to the public peace, which is ne- 
ver ſafely built but on unity of judgment. And as to 
his private virtue, he keeps in due ſubjection the pride 
of underſtanding, that moſt vicious affection of 
the mind, which, if let looſe, would be attended 
with a multitude of evils; and with one in particular, 
which occaſions this letter. But though we could, ſee 
none of theſe temporal advantages, yet would it be 
moſt reaſonable in us to believe; unleſs we, who think 
it right to believe implicitly in thoſe on whom our for- 
tune depends, think it wrong to believe e in 
Him, on Mods hs ro our ee e 


as Mato [ confols, 8 error, 0 on our own » part, 
ahh regard to myſteries. We, perhaps, have given 
ſome ſmall excuſe for our infidels contempt of myſte- 
ries, by more pious, than prudent, attempts, that 
have been ſometimes made toward an explanation of 
"5 them. 


4 


into a cloud. 
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dg" A myſtery explained is a myſtery deftroyed ; 
for what is a "myſtery, but a thing not known? But 
things not known may reaſonably be believed; in 
the very ſtrangeſt things there may be truth, andin 


VE very credible, a lie * n 0 


11 is with our nice as oY our eyes. | Both 
have their myſteries : both have objects beyond their 


reach; ſome accidentally, ſome abſolutely. We ſee 


not thoſe objeẽts that are placed i in an obſcure light, be- 
cauſe there is a defect in the medium: we ſee not 


thoſe: that are veſted with too much light, becauſe 


there is a weakneſs in the ſenſory, unable to ſuſtain 
ſuch ſtrong impreſſions. Thus it is with the objects 


of our underſtanding, ſome things we know not, for. 


want of being duly informed. Salvation was a myſte - 


ry to the Gentiles ; but ceaſed fo to be, when reveal- 


ed by the goſpel. Other things we know not, becauſe 


they exceed the meaſure of our | comprehenſion. . 
Thus, : ſome artieles of our faith are ſuch myſteries, 
as by no revelation can ceaſe to be ſo. They muſt 


be my ſteries, while men are men; while yet unbleſ- 


ſed with powers that are not indulged to this imperfect 


ſtate. : As it is bold and vain, ſo, perhaps, i it has ever 


been prejudicial to the truth, to labour at rational e- 
victions of ſacred-! myſteries; for, by theſe means, 
wen attempt to comprehend the Divine Nature, by 


putting it under ſoine injurious diſguiſe ; as we ven- 
ture to gaze at the fun, after we have. watched it 


' = 
,» Qzintil. Inſtitut. I. iv, c. 2, 


'B 45 C 


32 On InFipetirTy. 


God forbad i images « of Himſelf, becauſe i it is nt: 
fible that any ſenſible repreſentations could do other- 
wiſe than derogate from Him that is inviſible : nor can 
the diminiſhing i imagery of our notions derogate leſs 
from Him that is incomprehenſible. . I preſume not 
to cenſure thoſe who have made uſe of illuſtrations 
to the proper ends of piety ; all I mean is, that falli- 
dle ratiocination ſhould not be made the grounds a i= 

faith, whoſe proper baſis is infallible teſtimony. Nor: 
is it longer faith than while it reſts on that; for when 
I believe, not ſo much what is revealed, as what m 
own reaſon pronounces to be true; I believe not God, . 
but myſelf, - Taffume, not obey ; and give proof ra- 
ther of pride, than humiliation, of my reaſon ; where 
as its humiliation'is a en ue ee at g ene 
ſo e demand of our faith. 

d e WE 3 kamae, thorns com- 
mon modeſty, muſt he be, who hopes to give light to 
thoſe myſterigs which St. Paul, with all bis learning, 
eloquence, and inſpiration, pronounced to be to the 
Jeus a ſtumbling block: and to the (Greeks, thoſe. 
moſt ſubtle of men, fooliſhneſs ; that is, they thought 
it folly to believe them, becauſe unintelligible; and 
becauſe they did not apprehend, that there Was any 
Divine authority to compel their belief. And ſuch 
| Greeks have we 5 Epicurean Greeks, ſenſual, ſubtle, 
and unbelieving; and whoſe een writings are 

of equal authority with e eee eee ee ee 
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_ Quicquid Grecia . „ 
Audet i in biftoria. , Z 5 ae JO 
Men, 
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Men, who reject divine aſſiſtance, as too officious, 
with a ſort of diſdain, as ii it affronted their own abi- . 


ities ; and whoſe preſumptuous opinions are induſtri- | 


_ ſpread, by yu ny —— the land. 


5 1 
% 2 


Wich the groſs wor bare effets of fork e | 


and their conſequences, the diſtempered age groans, 


and kingdoms ſhake, and judgments threaten. . And 
well they may. How many private families have their 
infamous ſecrets ? how many public tranſactions their 
barefaced iniquity? high couits of juſtice have their 


jus datum ſceleri, and bluſh not to plead precedent for 


the violation of their own laws; and the corruption 


of the times, for more corruption ſtill: Is not this 


heaping mountain upon mountain againſt heaven? 
And chink we heaven will never return the blow ? 


We have bad 3 Bk neo hav 6, . light and 
merciful admonitions from heaven. But can it be 
thought, that an age of judgments, and paſtimes; of 


Tiots and diſtreſſes; of exceſſive debts, and exceſſive 


expence z of. public poverty, and private accumulati- 
on ; of new ſects in religion. and new fallies in fin; 


17 eyety other contradiction to common ſenſe, does 


not call for more 2 I, Sit, am faſtened in the country; 
nor know I much of that larger and fouler ſink of de- 
bauchery in which you breathe. But even here, I 
know too much. Where is that village that has not 
its ſuicides of intemperance; or its bold adventurers 
for ſtill quicker, death from the hand of public juſtice 3 
And, to confirm that opinion above advanced, of the 


cloſe tie and mutual growth: of viceandunbelief, all 
N Tl 1 +31 * ; 44 2 5 inf SHE IE Bee u \ moſt 
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- moſt every cottage can afford us one that has cor rupt- 
| ed, and mw puny one that has en the faith. 


Tknow, Sir, you will tell me, that it is the buſineſs 
of our common pie ty, to deplore ; of our prayers, to 
obſlruR ,; and of obr lives, rather than our harangues, 
to confute them. True; for if our chriſtianity is to 
be found no where but in our books, the Chriſtian 
and Infidel, 1 may drop their diſpute. A Tillotſon, and 
a Bolingbroke, are on the ſame ſide : their conteſt is 
but verbal ; their ai is eſſential, and their a 
ſociation wi prove ARDS 


But, Sir, it is our duty to > oak 105 write (if we 
can), as well as live againſt the enemies of our Chriſ- 
tsan faith, I proceed therefore to obſerve, that the 

| Viſcount's arguments againſt the authority of the 
Scriptures have been long fince anſwered. But he is 
not without precedent in this point. This repetition 
of already refuted arguments ſeems to be a deiſtical 
Privilege, or diſtemper, from which few of them are 
| free. Even echoes ofechoes are to be found amongſt 
them: which evidently ſhews, that they write not to 
diſcover truth, but to ſpread infection; which old 
poiſon re-admuniſter'd will do, as well as new; and it 
vill be ſtruck deeper into the conſtitution, by repeat- 
ing the fame doſe. Beſides, new writers will have 
new readers. The book may fall into hands un- 
tainted before ; or, the already infected may fwallow 
it more greedily in a ne vehicle; or, they that were 
_ diſguſted yith ĩt in one vehicle, may reliſh it in another. 
I therefore alk pardon: what J miſ- called diſtemper, 
1 find, on ſecond as is perfect . but 


2 ſuch 


” 
LO 


35 


On Id ripttir v 


ſuch priſdencea as JAY them, would throw 2 chiiffian 
writer Into the] bottom of contempt. St — 0 5 


343 


There are more reaſons for our deiſts to be Arif. i 
fy" d with themſelves than thoſe already given. Infidel 
is an opprobrious name: but time was, when deiſm 
was the true religion; and they are for ſtill retaining 


the credit once due to that character. It is therefore 


fit for a friend to Chriſtianity, nor leſs fit for a friend 
to them, to take notice, that it is impoſſible ſor a 
good man,” that is, one aiming at the divine favour 


above all things, to reject an offered revelation; with- 


out inquiring into its title to the high character it aſ- 


| ſumes ; and that it is as impoſſible (in my opinion) for 


reaſonable man to reject the Chriſtian revelation, if 
ol does inquire. He, therefore, who continues a deiſt 


in a Jand enlightened by the Goſpel, muſt be wanting 


in goodneſs, or reaſon ; muſt be either criminal, or dull. | 
None, therefore, can be more miſtaken than they, that 
profeſs deiſm for the credit of ſuperior underſtanding, 


or for the fake of exerciſing a more pure, and perfect 


virtue. Yet theſe are the only pretences which they 
do, or dare, a-, for theit fatal choice. Muſt not 
then their "real motive be of a x nature which they think 
HOO! to conceal ? | 1 


But to Gs it, is not eaſy, for reaſin, our of it- 


gel defective reaſon, in many points of the laſt mo- 


ment to man, wants, wiſhes, calls for a revelation; 
and cannot but accept, when offer'd, what it calls for: 
that is, reaſonable deiſts cannot but become Chriſtians, 


Where the Goſpel | 
8 0¹ 


* 


. 
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Or argue thus (for it admits of various proof): 

God Almighty would not have made a revelation, but 

in order to be received. And by whom received ? 
Doubtleſs by the reaſonable and good. And if by 
ſome of them, why not by all? And if all the reaſo- 
nable, and good, receive it ; what muſt they be that 
reject it? Therefore revealed religion rejected, proves 
natural religion diſobeyed. I ſaid, above, that deiſts 
were blameable, how good ſoever their lives might 
be : But now it ſeems to appear that their lives cannot 
be good. Others, perhaps, have forborne ſpeaking 
ſo plain, out of charity. I venture on it out of what 
I conceive to be charity, greater ſtill; for nothing that 


can awaken ms can py W ſuppreſſed. | 


60" oe the « centarion, ho zh one 'of the beſt of 
men, thought not the belief of the Goſpel unneceſſa- 
ry to his ſal vation. But modern . deiſts, wiſer, not 
better than he, hare their objeQions to. the Goſpel. 
Their chief objeftion is againſt | its myſteries. There 
zs nothing myſterious in it, but with regard to. things, 
which we cithet cannot, or need not, underſtand. Can 
not, through the limitation of the human intellect; g. or 
need not, through the ſuffciency of other means, and 
motives, for our leading good lives. Fo what: amounts 
then, this capital objection, and charge againſt it? 
no more than this, vis. That Cbriſſianity performs 
not, what is im pofſible to be performed; for it is as 
5 impoſſible for its Author, Almighty. God, to do more 
than is needful for his gracious end, vis the good 
ves of mankind ; z as to 90 what: in ee Wy 
0p to * done. nw LIT 
Th. PO Ps CUE . e e 
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1 all their objections to Chriſtianity ſeem to 
be no more, nor leſs, than playing the beſt card they 
have; than uſing the beſt expedient they can think of, 
to Ken themſelves in countenance, and the world in 
the dark as to the true motive of their apoſtaſy. Nor 
are their objections to be looked on, in thoſe that are 


men of ſenſe, as an argument of their diſbelief, but 


their diſlike. They wiſh not the myſteries removed; 
for that would rob them of à favourite objection. 
They wiſh not the darkneſs of the myſteries removed, 
but transferred; 4 transferred. from the doctri ines, to 
the moral precepts. Theſe are without a cloud ; 
theſe are too plain for their purpoſe. None ever * 
ly complied with theſe, but was eaſily reconciled to 
the myſteries, of the Goſpel. The diſguſted, deſpotic 
heart commands the paſſive obedient head, to fightits 
unjuſt quarrel, and ſay it is its own : 80 that Satan 
may blame them for ſome degree of hypocriſy. i in his 
' favour, may blame them for only pretending to diſ- 
believe. If on the other hand, Chriſtians were not 
alſo hypocrites 3 _ bypocrites, I mean, as to practice; 
they would rob the deiits of their moſt plauſible. = 


againſt us ; and. either en e or increaſe - 


their. ſhame. | th As 29044 

al: hope that 1 of the geile n at leaſt, ſome of 
thoſe whoſe principles are endangered by them ; may 
admit ſome, little impreſſion from what has been pe ag 
ed. 1 hope they may diſcern, and own the ſelf-aceu- 
ſation. which is, evidently, implied. in our deiſts renun- 
ciation of Chriſtianity : or, if I am miſtaken, that 
15 will 1. me right ; for if J have wrong'd them, 
| I have 


% 
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| 1 have wrong'd them much. For in 1 what a difidvan-) 


tageous light appear theſe deſerters from chriſtianity 


in theſe pages? A deiftical tongue, a chriſtian con- 


ſcience, and a partly pagan heart! What a ſad com- 
poſition is this ? It is a far heavier charge than 1 wiſh | 


: to lind true. 


[i 


But i it is a natural queſtion, — How e comes it to paſs, 


4 that men of parts ſhould ſo much diſaffect the Scrip- 


we tures, ſo admirable, and ſtill more and more admira- 


s ble, in proportion to the diſcernment of their rea- Bp 
46 ger 5 | FOE 


Can it be from ignorance ? Tt may be ſo, if their 


hearts are worſe than their heads; for there are parts 
of Scripture which none but a good man can well un- 


derſtand : © Rejoice always; and again I fay, Rejoice.” 
This muſt appear to the vicious abſurd, ' becauſe im- 


praQticable, and therefore un-inſpired. To rejoice in 
-_ tribulation, they have neither cauſe, nor power. Thus 
bad manners, almoſt neceffarily, render men infidels 


to holy writ. On the contrary, a good life is a key 
to the Scriptures. The ſecret of the Lotd is with 


thoſe that fear him.” A text this, as unintelligible 

to the vicious as the former. As he has had no expe- 
. Tience, ſo neither has he any comprehenſic 10n of its 
truth. The good man comprehends, and feel i it too. 


Thus the Scripture, like the cloudy pillar which, it 5 


records, is light to the true Tfraelite, but darkneſs to 


the Egyptians. Hence acuteſt ee i in reli- | 
gious debates often 20 their edge. ns 
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Can that cauſe we Gen be vanity 2 Te may bis -- 
faid of the Viſcount's writings as of Catiline, Satis ela- 
quentie, ſapientiæ parum. Had his eloquence been 
leſs; had thoſe talents been denied him, which flat- 
tered him with hope of ſhining a firſt luſtre in the let- 
tered world, he had eſcaped a temptation which has 
evidently been too hard for his prudence ; and a com- 
mon ſiz d head had, probably, left his heart in ſafety. 
So formidable a poſſeſſion is an immortal pen (if his is 


immortal) za pen more fatal to ors is maſter, than Caron 
fwotd; 


Or might not ww. the cons we ſeek ? But can 
<« theſe men envy Chriſtians, whom they quit on ac- 
count of our unhappy miſtake ? Man is not only | 
deſirous, but ambitious too, of happineſs. He but 
ill bears that another ſhould be happier than himſelf ; 
becauſe ſuperior happineſs is a natural argument of fu- 
perior wiſdom or worth. The man of a libertine life 
| knows that the good Chriftian, if his religion is true, 
is, on the whole, much happier than himſelf, There- 

fore he wiſhes it to be falſe; and endeavours to find it 
ſo. And ſtrong endeavours to be i in the wrong, Hea- 
ven will puniſh with ſucceſs. It will permit them to 
believe theit own lye ; ; that is to fall on their own | 
ſword, which was drawn * the truth. _ 


Non whey eau. munus in 2 . Vir 1 : 


Ati Twp the more inclined to impute their oppoſiti- | 
on to envy, rather than Wes: ; becauſe pure Ne 
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is conſiſtent with good · nature; and may be a very 
candid thing: But envy has bitterneſs, and ill-will ; 
and ridicule is the genuine child of ill- nature; ridicule, 
that offenſive brat of which Nn are ſo fond. 


| Now 1 OP is more improper in e bh 


debates than aillery ; yet can I make ſome apology 


for them. They may, poſſibly, perceive, that the 
load on their own miſgiving conſciences, would fink 


them, were it not for the light expedient of forced 
mirth, like a bladder filled with wind, to keep them 


above water : and that they, ſometimes, have their 
doubts, and miſgivings of heart, it is reaſonable to 


believe. To give full-eſtabliſhed ſecurity is the in- 


eee ne A aun $66 8h „* 


8 the abe een 1 venture to bet ee n 
among the cauſes of infidelity, though (I think) by 


others overlooked. And further, I believe it to be a 


very principal cauſe of lettered infidelity i in the world. 
Other, but not greater vices are, doubtleſs, the chief 
cauſe of infidelity in lower, and illiterate, life; where 


| ſenſe has i in thought, but nei alone. 


But 8 is the cauſe of theic infidelity, be. i it 
ignorance, wanity, envy, or auy other vice, their infi- 


delity will naturally have ſome effect in our favour. - It 


is much to be hoped, that it will put us on our guard , 
and make us better men. Our leading a bad life, is 


| playing into their hands. It is giving them an argu- | 


ment in the debate, againſt ourſelves. Though the 


1 argument 18 bad, yet it is an argument Rill, And ſince 


they 


* 


e ba 
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they have none hut bad, arguments, 4nd fuch they will 


make uſe of, we ſhould, not increaſe the number. 


That is like furniſhing them with ammunition to pro- 


tract the war: and though the war protracted will 


not hurt us, yet will it hurt them; and, as we are 
ee Wer Pon Here Walke 1 8 concern. 


— 


3 N L * — » * 


3 0 buli may thank its opponents — 
much new light, from time to time, thrown in on tle 
ſublime excellence of its "ature, and the manifeſtation 
of its truth: opponents, in /ome ſort, more welcome 
than its friends ; as they do it ſignal ſervice without 
running it in debt ; and have no demand on our gra- 
tude for the favours. they confer. . The ſtronger i its 
adverſaries, the greater its triumph: the more it is 
diſputed, the more indiſputably will it ſhine. With 
what pious E muſt you ſee the brighteſt talents 
ſtriking at zz with the moſt hearty good-will, . 
leſs, like old Priam s ſpear? 
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| Chritdnity\that great kite of u man's eld | 
and God's glory, like a well built arch, the greater 
load ot oppoſition, and 1 8 its enemy lays on 
it, the —_ it Rands.” 5 WES 


Thirdly, 


42 On” Id IBE UI rr. 


7 Birdy, Their antichriſtiah writings may det 
them: for ſince (as ſhewn above) a falſe faith, or no 
faith at all, is the natural conſequence. of a bad life, 
it is poſſible that the gentlemen i in the oppoſition, 
while they are giving us their opinions, may be giv- 
ing us more They may be diſcovering their morals, 
while they mean only to teach us their creed : And, 
thus, they may carry, like Bellerophon, their. own. 

| condemnation, while they imagine they are, gra- 
_ Ciouſly, conveying intelligence, and new light, to 
mankind: So that the old proverb, Bellerophontis 


literæ, 0 be a # proper motto for the learned labours 
of them all. 
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But ee from ee will be _z- more. 
Fiero than their. own ; if that ſhould fall on 
them. And where is he on whom ir ſhall not one 
day fall ? If a man born blind, who hgd never ſo 
much as heard of the ſun, moon, and Wars, ſnould 

- ſuddenly receive fight ; he would not be more aſto- 
niſhed at the firſt ruſhing in of thoſe material glories, 
than would the man, by vice ſtruck blind to religion, 
be, at his firſt conviction of heavenly truths, vi. 
divine manifeſtations, awful revelations, fulfilled pro- 
phecies, numberleſs miracles; and one unbroken 
chain of maryellous expedients, from before creation 
to this hour, for our ſalvation; thoſe ſpiritual lumi- 
naries; thoſe (dare I ſay) ſun, moon, and ſtars, of 
the moral world; if God ſhould give him light. Till 
then, walking in darkneſs, he muſt miſtake danger 
or ſafety, ſhame for glory, and miſchief for pleaſure. 
_ Like the blinded of Sodom, he reaches eagerly after, 


On INFIDELITY. 7 


and preſſes hard for, enjoyment ; but of real enjoy- 


ment,” of true felicity, he cannot find the door; as 1 | 


propoſe ſhewing in my next. 


| Iffome part of it may ſeem too ſevere, I muſt ob- 


ſerve, that no man can ſtrike fire with a feather. A 
fire elemental is diffuſed through all nature, though 
lock'd up in dark matter, and unapparent in moſt 


parts of our globe. Thus, I conceive, that there is 


divine grace ſpread through all hearts (where not 


intirely quenched by vice), though unactive, and 
dormant in them. No ſlight animadverſion can awake 
it. It muſt be a blow of ſome force, that ſtrikes it 


out of a heart of flint. And ſuch there muſt be in 
theſe days of darkneſs, when few ſparks of grace 
are apparent. Such there muſt be when infidelity 


_ prevails ; for infidelity, and faith, are the day, and 


night, of the moral world. One reveals, the other 
hides, heaven from our thoughts. Happy am I if 
this Letter ſhall occaſion the ſmalleſt dawn on but one 


ſingle heart, in this our grand eclipſe. With you, 


dear Sir, the dawn is long ſince paſt; and that you 
may continue in the light. till heaven, at that knock 


3 faith which only will be heard, ſhall admit you 
into perfect day, where undiſputed truth, and unmiſ- 


taken pleaſure, with endleſs glory, crown the juſt ; 
this is the mou * 


Your aſfectionate 


Humble ſervant. 
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Dear Cir, : 


T Now pr ceed to wo 7 Wetken of Re ; that 
. ſubje which you ſo wartly recommend; not 
aware, I believe, that it may be long before men, 
whoſe faults ſet the public eye at defiance, will learn 
to bluſh when alone in their cloſets. And till then, 
what hope of much reformation from the pen? Be- 
| fides, though our tranſgreſſions with regard to plea- 

ſure are great; yet they are not new. To the ſcan- 
dal of the antediluvians be it ſpoken, there were Bri- 
tiſh iniquities before the flood. To ſuch a degree 
have all moral ſubjeëts been exhauſted, that it is 
difficult for a writer on them not to repeat, though 
he is no plagiary. But your defires are an apology | 
for 1 M4 deficiencies in Pry with them. 


ES 14S 


Whether | 


i 
{TH 


* 


1 2 —— = — 
A 4 ; — — . = — wh —— —_ —— — — 
_ D 8 - by es — — Chee ** — _ . 2 7 nag 
" rr — by 8 * waar; - . += _— — -» A — — * 
=> Z —_— ng _ — 2 —— l A —— — — — — — 
„„ I THOMAS au wm If Z =*_ > -_ —— — I — * _ 5 — — — — «=... . * n — — wo POS r * 2 
t 8 2 2 — — — S — r = * 2 ” - 6 IO 8 by n ES , 
_ ea \ = bh — —_— - — — — * - yo — — \ — * SA . b a by 2 2 . 
8 5 7 = \ . e - — —— — +, b- r - — — 7 R 1 — —_ R < {> 2 — * 
- . — — - — ba Yy 5 — . wn ne. er = 4 8 FERTILE — dg ; NN. 2 DD r — 
: _ — : 5 * 3 — ä — * is > = — Þ — wn = 4 * a > 
_— — <3 VANE ANI — — — e ———— — — . — —— . — ͤ 5 222 —— © 7 — - - — — — — — 1 — — Dn — 
; , ** N . * "OR a 8 * 5 — ** 8 "IR * 2 1 - 2 7 D 4 , 2 * * E n b " 8 ESTI ” a n 
** 4 * 8 - 9 1 * 5 : 33 * 9 IS * 2 N Mo _ * 2 Hh 85 1 
4 2 4 | 1 * * 1 * : L 
« 1 ; © x * 
; 4 . 1 ; 4 | 4 
» * # . . J 7 4 
* 7 < - 2 * 
- n . : * * 
. s n 78 14 o a 
5 : 1 - 


. ry * 4 
7 R e * ER © 8 * 
[1 * 


— 


48 On Pinaguns. 


' Whether we are more hardened i in infidelity, or. 


ſoftened i in pleaſure may be diſputed : but none- can 
| deny that the love of pleaſure i is the root of every 


crime. Tbeft, murder, perjury, are a few of its fa- 


tal fruits ; ; nor the worſt. But 1 ſhall not dip ſo deep 


in its conſequences ; yet deep enough to render the 
name of a man of pleaſure, which ſome affect for 
their honour, not * ane, but deteſtable. 


What an extravagant dominion does pleafuge exer- 
ciſe over us? It is not only the peſtilence that walketh 
in darkneſs; but an arrow that deſtroyeth at noon day. 
The moon hides her face at our midnight enormities ; 


and the morning bluſhes on our unfiniſhed debauch. 


I am almoſt tempted to ſay that our impudent folly 
puts nature out of countenance. But there is no 


need by words to exaggerate the. fatal truth. Our 
luxury is beyond example, and beyond bounds; it 
ſtops not at the poor: even n that live ae 
| are infected with it. 6Bhddd nodw Fed an 


It has often been . that. it is Pes Raton 


as Fs men. They have their birth, growth, health, 
. decay, e and death. Men ſometimes drop 
ſuddenly by. an apoplexy; "ſtates, by conqueſt; in 

full vigour, both. As man owes his mortality to 
original ſin; ſome ſtates owe their fall to ſome defect, 


or infelicity, in their original conſlitution. But con- | 

tracted diſtemper i is the moſt common ruin « of ſtates, - 

and men. Arid What national diftemper more path 
4% | 5 = than 
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than our own? On the oft beds of luxury moſt 
Hamza have ee 


If cauſes ſhould not fail of their 1 effect; ; if - 


our national diſtemper, far from being cutaneous at 


preſent, ſhould reach the vitals of our ſtate ; how ap- 
plicable to this opulent, proud, profligate metropolis, 
(which calls the ſea her own, and whoſe vices, more 
diffuſive, are without a ſhore) would be the prophet's 

ſacred dirge over antient Tyre; whoſe ſea-born 

wealth, and hell-born i iniquity, let it not be ſaid, was 
but a prelude to our own ? And yet if we proceed 
| in our infernal career, that moſt infamous W | 
may become but too true. : 


The ſublime, and moſt 3 words run 
thus; and cannot but think that, at preſent, they 
muſt have a formidable ſound in a Britiſh ear. Is 
this the joyous city? whoſe antiquity is of days 
« remote ? whoſe merchants were princes, and her 
« traffickers the honourable of the earth? whoſe re- 
venue was the harveſt of rivers ? and her exchange 
© the mart of nations ? who fat as a queen; ſtretched - 
out her hand over the ſeas; and ſhook the king- 
* doms? But the is fallen! ſhe is fallen! Heaven 
has ſtained the pride of all glory. How ſorely 
« muſt you be pained at the N | 


Hlas not Brirain reaſon to be more 8 ſtruck 
with this part of Scripture than the reſt of mankind? 
The prophecy as yet; indeed, through mercy, is un- 
fulfilled i in us: but if Britain continues, like Tyre,— 


1 5 Nh "i 
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* To Gig: as a harlot; to take the barp ; to make 
« ſweet melody ; ſing many ſongs ; turn to her hire; 
and commit fornication with all the kingdoms of 
the world,” her fall is to be feared, unleſs the fate 
of moſt former empires betray us into miſtake; and 
that national poiſon which has ever proved mortal, 
is mortal no more. If the fate of kingdoms is lodged 
in a juſt, and impartial hand, what but the groſſeſt 
4 ſelt- flattery can baniſh our fears? And if our fears 
5 are baniſhed, leave it not unobſerved, that our very 
| | want of fear is a proof of our danger: for Heaven 
infatuates, When 1 it Uetermines to deſtroy. Ts 


— |: * Butfucha il foe of Aste, and quicty' 

| « Are theſe ſigns of ruin?” Not figns only, but 

| Cauſes of it too. Not Babylon alone has been ſmitten 

at a banquet, and periſhed in its joys. Moſt nations 

hase been gayeſt. when neareſt to their end; and, 

= like a caper in the ſocket, have blazed, as they ex- 
=_ ed. ED | 


= Were our fathers to riſe from their graves, they 
; ; would conceive that their fortune had thrown them 
on ſome day of public feſtivity, nor imagine that 

| every day was drunk of the fame diſeaſe. By our 
gaiety, we ſeem to celebrate the perpetual triumph 

of the millennium ; ; by our vices, to add to it the man- | 
ners of the antediluvian world; and, by our ſecurity 
3 under them, to put full confidence in the divine pro- 
3 miſe that the world ſhall be drowned no more. If 
© with the vices of the antediluvians, we had their. 
. tha, more 6 OPS be ſaid in our excuſe: but to 
A weigh 


"© © 
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weigh ſuch a moment againſt eternity, ſhews that 
the ballance is in very weak hands. The world, 
which the divine vengeance ſwept away for its enor- 
mities, was incapable of ſo great's a 


But in ſo general a diffolution of manners, are them 
none that ſtand intitled to more particular blame? 
Are not our great patrons of luxury a ſort of anti- 
- Curtij, who leap into the gulph for the ruin of their 2 
country? Their country's ruin they threaten by the 
malignity of their example; while by the profuſion 
of their expence they nearly finiſh their own. What 
a weakneſs is ſeif-denial? what idle felf-tormentors 
are penitents ? what. wretched lunatics, or groſs ſui- 
cides, are the noble army of martyrs, if theſe men 
are in the right? How cheap would their pleaſures 
come, if they coſt them nothing more than their 
Been credit, and eſtates ? 


— 


Pleaſure i is in ſome ſort more pernicious FG direct 
vice. Vice has, naturally, ſome horror in it. It 
ſtartles, and alarms the conſcience, and puts us on 
our guard. Pleaſure, under the colour of being 
harmleſs, has an opiate in it; it ſtupifies and beſots. 
In the ſoft lap of pleaſure conſcience falis aſleep. 
Vice, loſing its horror, becomes. familiar. And as 
vice increaſes, ſome expedient becomes neceſſary to 
reconcile us to ourſelves. Thus, looking out for 
ſome ſhadow of excuſe, we naturally ſlide into ground- 
leſs doubts, and become infidels out of pure 118 1 
d defence. ET 


— 


C2 And, 


but, abuſed by pleaſure into motives and inſtruments 
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And, as dende makes us infidels, by ſtupeſying 
the conſcience; ſo it makes us very bad huſbands of 
temporal enjoyments, by darkening our underſtand- 


ings; and thus unqualifies us * the very point to 
| which alone \ we pretend. 


It i is 5 this cloud on their underſtanding which hin- 
ders our voluptuaries from diſcerning, that their blind 

rage for pleaſure turns bleſſings into their reverſe. 
Birth, education, and abundance, are great bleſſings; 


of indulgence, birth is more ignoble than obſcurity ; 
knowlege is more pernicious than ignorance ; and 
abundance more a misfortune than want. Men of 
rank (and of ſuch I ſpeak) if wrong, can ſcarce avoid 
ſinning beyond themſelves. | How peſtilential their 
example falls en the Jower world, which, under the 

welcome force of ſuch illuſttious authority, turn diſ- 
' ſolute, as much for the ſake of their credit and for- 
tune, as of their luſts ; pride, and intereſt, bringing 
needleſs ſuccour to looſe defire; and Tyburn has 
ſometimes reaped, what aſſemblies have ſown. Great 
men in the wrong, are powerful engines of miſchief, 


and, like burſting bombs, deſtroy e and all 
nee W | 


And as to the two ſupreme 08 and Peek 
of man, their reaſon and immortality z theſe, as they 


manage it, flame out into vengeance too great to be 
mentioned without horror. Their reaſon ſerves only 


to render them more guilty ; and their immortality io 
render cudleſs the ſad wages of their * 


7; 
| of 


heir 
the 


for- 
ging 


hief, 
id all 


lories 
they 
to be 
s only 
ity bo 


It 


neceſſarily, to their preſent ſtate: | 
ther remedies, than joys : that aſſemblies, balls, maſ- 
 querades, fc. are but as well-ſtored hoſpitals, unne- 
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11 is this ah on our. enderſtandivg which makes 


us fo little maſters in the very ſcience we profels. 


Happineſs i is our ſludy, but are we not dunces in it? 


We know not, or ſeem not to know, that all real en- 


joyment lies within the compaſs of God's commands 


which abridge not, but defend them: that when we 
dip too deep i in pleaſure, we ftir a ſediment, that fen- 


ders it impure, and noxious: that (as much a para- 


_dox as it may ſeem) the beſt means of arriving at the 


true pleaſures of the body, i is to preſerve, and cultivate 
the powers of the ſoul; and that a good underſtand- 


ing is, in man, the ſource, and e of mere ani- 


mal delight. 
Let theſe ntl take notice that I am not 1 
againſt enjoyment ; I am as great a lover of it, as they 

for without a reliſh of the good things of life, we can- 
not be thankful. Enjoy, but enjoy reaſonably, and 


| thankfully to the great Donor ; that will ſecure us 


from exceſs. To enjoy, is our wiſdom, and our duty ; 
it is the great leſſon of human life ; but a leſſon which 


few have learned; and none leh: than theſe, who 
. proclaim themſelves ms of art in it. 


/ 


Tt is this le bod cloud on 8 underſtanding, | 


which makes us forget, that virtue is 'the health of 5 


the ſoul: that all proviſion, and parade from with- 
out, can make a ſenſualiſt juſt as happy, as the ſame 
can make an invalid: that both have pains adhering, 


that both have ra- 


CY ceſſarx 


Pi 
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ceſſary to the ſound: and but poor palliatives to 4. 

fick: though pretenders to more than health, they 
cConfeſs our diſtemper; and, what is worſe, increaſe 
the diſtemper they confeſs: and that of diſtempers 
the worſt, a wrong judgment in our moſt i e | 


ou N Is 
1 grant, that in the boundleſs field of keentioulncſs, 


ſome baſtard joys may riſe, that look gay, more eſpe- 


cially at a diſtance ; but they ſoon wither. -No joys 
are always ſweet, and flouriſh long, but ſuch as have 

_ felf-approbation for their root, and the divine fayour 
for their ſhelter. We are for rootleſs joys, joys be- 
yond appetite ; which is the ſole root of ſenſual de- 
light. . We are for joys, not of man's native growth, 
- but forced up by luxurious art: dung'd by great ex- 
' Pence; and ſhone on, not by the divine fayour, but a 
ftrong imagination, which gives them all their little 
taſte; and makes them apt, like other crude fruits, 


to ſurfeit, and deſtroy. We are, in a word, for joys 


ol our own creation, the ſeeds of which Heayen ne- 
ver ſowed in our hearts. But we may as well invade 
another prerogative of Heaven, and, with the tyrant of 
Elis, pretend to make thunder and lightning, as real 
joy. Ifay real joy; joy we may make, but not chearſul- 
neſs. Joy may ſubſiſt without thought; chearfulneſs 


riſes ſrom it. Joy is from the pulſe; chearfulneſs from 


the heart. That may give a momentary flaſh aof 


3, d pleaſure; this alone makes a happy man. And happy | 


men there may be, who never laughed in their lives: 
and in a ſituation,” where reaſon calls for the reverſe, 


there is not in nature ſo melancholy a thing as joy. 


1 


On PLEASURE. 55 
It 1 is this intellectual cloud, . a like a 
fog. over every gay reſort of our moral invalids 
(though/ inviſible to common eyes), which flings us- 
not only into miſtakes, but contradiftions. How ſick 
are we of yeſterday ? yet how fond of to-morrow, 
though devoted to the fame cheat as the paſt ? Which 
fliags us into contradictions not only in reaſon ; but 
contradictions to ſenſe We can it believe that fatigue, 
is fatigue ; - let its cauſe be what it will, Too much 
recreation tires as much, as too much buſineſs ; yet x 
one we ſwallow ; are choaked by the other. The 
man of buſineſs has, at leaſt, his ſeventh day's reſt. 
Our fever for folly never-intermits. Our week has 
no ſabbath in it. So much harder i is the maſter whom 
we ſerve, than that of better men; and yet, to our 
infamous honayr be it ſpoken, we ate better ſer vants 
than they. How do we run, labour, expend; ex- 
pole ourſelves, hurt our famijies, reſiſt unbounded, 
eternal temptations to wiſdom; offer up the rich ſa 
crifice af conſcience, and under eg watch ; 
watch late; and all, but pray, for his ſervice? 
Quite jaded with protracted amuſements, we .yawn- 
over them. The dull drone of nominal diverſion ſtill 
humming on, when the ſhort tune of enjoyment 1s 
over, lulls us quite aſleep. Like the bear in the 
fable, we hug our darling to death. Inſtead of te- 
joicing in tribulation (of which few among us ever 
heard), we ſorrow in delight: for to. ſpeak the truth 
(though we would not have it divulged), we tread / 
this eternal round of vanities, leſs, for the pleaſure 
it brings, than for the pain it ſuſpends. It is a refuge, 8 
not a prize. Like criminals (as we are), we fly ta it 8 

ö | <C +: 5 from 1 
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8025 0 our ur much - injured, unfotgiving foes, Soul our- 
ſelves ; which chide and ſting us, when alone; when 
together, we ſupport each others ſpirits ; which is 
| ike failors clinging to each other for ſafety, when the 
veſſel is ſinking. We fly from ourſelves, becauſe we 
firſt fly from our Maker. Wretched flight! Hell is 
nothing but an intire abſence from Him; and every 
e are ate has 1 its FI of 1 it. 


But thoſe FIC draughts of REFER which beſot 
us, muſt anſwer for all abſurdities; and, among the 
reſt, for our intire ignorance of the nature of that 
world in which we live. Mirth at a funeral is ſcarce 
more indecent and unnatural, than a perpetual flight 
of gaiety, and burſt of exultation, in a world like this: 
a world, which may ſeem a paradiſe to fools, but is 
an hoſpital with the wiſe : a world, in which bare ef- 


. . cw is a re 99198 . e eft oo 


The bene e pains of body and mind; the dark, 
ſolemn approaches to, or diſmal veſtibules of, the” 
grave, as Well as opening graves themſelves, are fo 
thick ſcattered over the face of the whole earth, that 
an unpetrified heart can't look round, without feeling 
an inevitable damp, and general diſconſolation ; and 
venting a figh univerſal for the whole family of Adam, 
for the lot of all mankind, Nothing but ſtrong faith 
in eternal life could hinder tears from burſting o'er it: 
Nor are tears too much; for ſympathy is the chief 
duty of human life. 


9 ON Were 


ER 


Were one tenth park of the wreichedneſh FR thine 


1s 6 fel, it would ſtrike us with horror. Heaven means 
to make one half of the ſpecies a moral leQure to the 
other. It ſurrounds us with deplorable objects, not 
more for the ſake of the wretched, than for our 


own; that our compaſſion awaken d, may awaken our 


prudence 's ; and teach us what we have 10 do, by 
| ſhewing us what we have 10 fear. Shall the rich, 
and the well-educated, throw their abundance down 


the ſink of unprofitable and untaſted delights, while 


untaught multitudes miſtake, and fin ; and jndigent 


multitudes ſhiver, and ſtarve? While we think we 


are ſparing expences, we are running in debt. How 
deep are we in arrears to the diſtreſſed? The 

diſtreſſed have, from reaſon, as juſt a demand on 
our ſuperfluities, as we have, from law, on our 
ſtewards for our eſtates. But this is no þl/ay-debr, 
and therefore, without diſhonour, W 


* then my repeated 8 re of intellectual durknefs 


too ſevere? Iwiſh it were. But, alas ! how diſtant 
from their thoughts are the points the moſt important? 


How foreign to their intereſt, all that is neareſt their 
heart? When 1 ſpeak of their darkneſs, J do not 
forget my own. There is not that man on earth that 
does not well deſerve cenſure, and even from them. 


But there is difference in deviation from the right. 
Mulatos are not Ethiopians. I grant in their excuſe, 
that, though all can ſee folly in pleaſures paſt, vet 


muf he be wiſer than So/omen, who ſees it in thoſe: 
to come. Yet wiſer than Solomon, in this reſpect, 
muſt we be, or continue mere ideots; and ideots with. 

C 5 . 
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regard to 0 treſent life ; for this life's enjoyment | 
lies, chiefly, in our title to the joys of the next; as 
earth becomes fruirful from the kind influence 2 5 | 

diſtant fun. 3 


. And now what occaſion of advancing any thing 
more to the condemnation of theſe ſons of Epicurus, 
and in disfavour of pleaſure, than this, vis. That by 
darkening our underſtandings, it robs us of this world 
and by ſtupefying our conſciences, of the next. So 
far are they from their boaſted happineſs, that even 
in the judgment of a Heathen (not to mention the 
Scripture, of much leſs authority with them), they 
are dead while yet alive. Is demum VIVERE, atque 
anima frui videtur; qui alicui intentus negotio, aut 
artis bong, aut proceed facinoris, famam guærit. 
Lalluſt. 


It is ſaid of their maſter Epicurus Deos verbis re- 
liguit, re ſuſtulit. By his, and their, goddeſs, Plea- 
ſure, they do juſt the ſame. They loudly boaſt, 
and effeQually deſtroy, it ; the firſt, through want 
of modeſty ; the laſt, through want of underſtanding. 
But they muſt keep themſelves in countenance, 
though out of heart; and make themſelves ſome /ma}l 
amends from vanity, for what i is wanting to OP. 
and to ſenſe. | 


Nor tread they their Maſter's ſteps in this alone. 
He, out of a {warm of dancing atoms was for making 
a world: They, out of a giddy whirl of innumerable 
amuſements, thoſe minute particles of pleaſure, are 

for 


v»- 


— 
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for forming happineſs: A ſyſtem equally philoſophi- 


cal; and of equal ſucceſs. A Gop- alone can make 


one; the -god-like only can atchieve the other: And 


- N are rs to 1 nn in a boperul ſchool ? 


Theo one thing W for hnppinele © is in com- 


mon to both worlds; this, and the next. In vain we 
ſeek a different receipt for it, one in time, another in 


eternity. Virtus wanting, every thing elſe becomes 


neceſſary to happineſs, and ineffectual. To what 


amounts, then, the boaſt of their numberleſs felici- 


ties? It brings, in proof of their happineſs, a demon- 


ſtration of their miſery. A good man ſhall bc ſatiſ- 
fen from himſelf alone. A bad man ſhall be * . 
hed, with all the world at his Rd anos 


3 But as is a third W io which, if they bad 
followed their Maſter, it would have been more for 
their advantage and credit : An indulgent Providence 


has abundantly provided us with irreproveable plea- 


ſures ; why are theſe ſwept away with an ungrateſul 


| hand, to make room for poiſons of our own deadly 


compoſition, to be placed in their ſtead?  Epricurus 


was in love with his gardens. But that is an amour 


too innocent for them A garden has ever had the 
praiſe, and affection, of the wife. What is requiſite 


to make a wiſe, and happy man, but reflection, and 
| peace ? and both are the natural growth of a garden. 
Nor is a garden only a promoter of a good man's 


happineſs, but a picture of it; and, in ſome ſort, 
ſhews him to himſelf, Its culture, order, fruitful- 


x ne, and ſecluſion from * world, compared to the 


weeds, | 
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weeds, wikdneſs, and expoſure of a common bel, 1 
no bad emblem of a good man, compared to the mul- 


titude. A garden weeds the mind; it weeds it of 


worldly thoughts; and ſows celeſtial ſeed in their 


ſtead. For what ſee we there, but what awakens in 
us our gratitude to heaven? A garden to the virtuous 


is a paradiſe ſtil] extant ; a paradiſe unloſt. What a 


rich preſent from heaven of. ſweet incenſe to man, 


Vos waſted in that breeze? What a delightful enter- 
tainment of ſight glows on yonder bed, as if in kindly 
ſhowers the watry bow had ſhed all its moſt celeſtial 


colours on it? Here are no objects that fire the paſ- 


ſions: None that do not inſtru the underſtanding, 


and better the heart, while 'they delight the ſenſe ; 
but not the ſenſe of theſe men. To them the tulip 


has no colours; the roſe no ſcent 5 Their palate for 
| Pleaſure is ſo deadened, and burnt out, by the violent 


ſtroke of higher taſtes, as leaves no ſenſibility for the 


| ſofter impreſſions of theſe ; much leſs for the reliſh 
| © of thoſe philoſophic, or moral, ſentiments, which 


the verdant walk, clear ſtream, embowering ſhade, 


pendant fruit, or riſing flower, thoſe ſpeechleſs, not 
powerleſs, orators, ever praiſing their great Author, 

inſpire: Much leſs fill for their religious inſpirations, 

| Who cannot look on a flower till he frightens himſelf 


out of infidelity ? Religion is the natural growth of 
the works of God; and , of the inventions 
of men. | 1 1154 | 


"if 


Spirttually blind, deaf, add | Wal, FIEP foe not 


9 the great Omnipreſent walking in the garden ; they 


hear not his call; they know not that they are naked; 
they 
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i hide not among the trees; but fland i in 8 bo 


fiance of his laws. | me is far from them. 


And ee can we hope re if not in age? 

Aud are there Hecubas to be found among the bright 
lens of our times ? Is diverſion grown a leveller, 

lik death? Can aſſemblies baniſh diſtinction, and ſhew 


us all dates, like church- yards? The latter, for their 


years, is the more proper ſcene. Give me leave, Sir, 


to addreſs them ; and addreſs them in haſte : They 
may die by to- morrow. To-night they are ſhining 


— 


at the aſſembly. Thither, for a moment, e e 


5 tranſports me to attend them. 


| « 80 various, Lediend, 90 cogent, 3 are the 3 
* which might call you to this place, that I am at a 
4 loſs which to thank for the honour it receives. 


then, to authoriſe thoſe amuſements you chuſe not 
« to adorn? Or come you, out of compaſſion, to 
make theſe young criminals appear more innocent, 


„ than they could appear uncompared with ſuperior 


* indiſcretion? Or come you, out of piety, to return 
© thanks to this religious houſe, for your ſo narrowly 


Come you to admire, or to be admired? Vour mo- 
« deftly declines the laſt. Come you out of kindnefs, 


« eſcaping the grave? Or come you, out of pure ge- 


<« neroſity, to heighten the mirth of the night? Your 
e point is carried. What borrowed ornaments are 
«theſe? Is vanity ſtill in its ſpring ? Is the folly of 
« hairleſs heads putting forth its gay bloſſoms in the 
December of life? Age cannot drop its dignity, and 


« yet retain its privileges. It muſt be laughed at, it 


a 


* 
— - 
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«it will novbb reveretly' and objects ef reverence 
1 cannot enter at theſe doors, We reverence age, as 


« we reverence noble birth; on ſuppoſition, both: 
Cy If our fuppoſition eh falſe; our oye re. 


3 Alice entertainment, you foros natural. bat 5 
«a portentous jumble of ſeaſons, what a violation of 
. nature is this; winter dancing with the ſpring? 


« Where are the firſt partakers of your 'paſtimes, 5 


hen paſtimes became you? Their very monuments 
«are in ruins. What real connexion of heart, or in- 
4 tereſts, can you have with any now alive? And 
4 without ſuch connexion, how inſipid your com- 
„ merce with them? Sure you cannot approve Me- 
86 rentius s connexion of the * with the ad. 


| hook 1 * PIN PUG A bobby, fs 1 
4 ſo very heavy on your hands, that you had rather 
bear contempt, than them ? Is it drowned by the 
« ſprightly viol, or hear you yon ſolemn bell ? Wants 
4 that the power to call you to your cloſets, which 
calls your grand- children to their graves? Is it thus 
you diſcharge the duties of age to the riſing gene- 
ration? Whatever ſeems of prudence you would 
«+ ſow in their hearts, before they can take root, 
„ theſe vanities blow away; eſpecially, if you like 
+, the ladies of Lapland, heighten the hurricane 
<:yourſelves. „%%% Eo 7 
„% Have you never heard, my good Ladies, of the 
« redemption of time? You carry yours to market, 
2 en it for. nothing; nay, you dearly buy it off 
„our 


" 


* Some Aﬀemdblies| ſo called. 
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« your hands. Can nothing but ſuch triſles, ſuch 
murder of time, make you think that you are alive? 
Can nothing but the ſtroke of death convince you, 
«© you ſhall die? To their beauty alone, too much 
<« amuſement is forgiven, even in the young. What 
then, have you to plead ?— That which is fairer 
than beauty, If you will call it to your aid: Vir- 
tue can reconcile our reſpect to wrinkles. It can 
render age amiable, when bloom ſmiles in vain. - 
But vice, and deformity, when twiſted together, 
« arefucha Gorges, as turns the tendereſt heart into 
n 


44 Pardon, Ladies | that 1 8 to call that 
vice, which you will ſoften by ſome milder name. 
% What is innocence in youth, may be vice in years. 
+5 Beſides mark the miſchief of what you call harmleſs | 
« expedients to ſmooth the rugged path of life. You 
5 ſpread that path. with ſnares, to the ruin of thoſe 
you love. You make parental authority, that na- 
« tural ſafeguard of youth, their temptation to folly ; 
« and filial obedience, ſo lovely, fo pious, the ſtrange | 
4 cauſe of their crimes. Through ſuch mazes 22 | 
% more than folly, when parents lead the way; 
children, out of pure duty, may tread their wrong 
* ſteps. Or, if they have more diſcernment, or more 
« grace; what follows? What you yourſelves will 
4 be ſhocked to hear; and I to tell: A daughter 
„ bluſhing for her who bore her. Which, to my 
66: appr and aſtoniſhment, has been pac me- 


ping 1 N 
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{Mow 1 wonld fain leave off, and throw a Es 
over the nakedneſs of our own ſex : But that would 
be too great partiality. It is too ſure. Adam alſo fell. 
As I have ſpoken to his daughters, I muſt ſpeak, Sir, 
by your permiſſion now to his aged ſons. I can ſpeak 
with more freedom to theſe : I was forced to yes 
his daughters, out of decency. 


4 Ye firſt on roll for Eternity 1 RS this waſte of 
time? Why i is its date quite eraſed? Your ſpruce 
A appearance is a perfect forgery. And deſerves it 
0 not the wonted penalty for it? You, for whom it is 
« almoſt as unnatural, as for a mole, to be ſeen above 
«« ground, what mean you by treſpaſſing on this ne- 
« ther world? Or if here, ye deſerters from death! 
to whoſe corps you belong, why liſt into fo very 
„ foreign a ſervice ? Death, the more he is forgot, 
4 the more formidable he grows. But how could you 
forget him, who have ſeen him ſnatching from 
your boſoms ſuch numbers of your friends? Has 
« he ſo often knocked at the next door, and ſo fre- 
„ quently ſhook his lance in vain 2 Will you drop 
into the grave on your road to the ball > You, who, 
* one full age of man expired, commence, a new, 
« with all the wantonnefs of youth, by an antichriſ- 
« tian regeneration ; a ſecond birth ĩnto all the foibles 
« of a ſenſual life! Conſider, what tender reverence, 
© what reſpect mixt with compaſſion, is paid to years 
«owning their infirmities, and ſupporting them, as 
they ought. - But infirmities of body diſſembled, 
that thoſe of the mind may be the more indulged; 


* a vicious mind ſtinging on a a Jaded body into ſhame ; 
” this 


* % 
of > 
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40 this calls not only for the e ſcorn but beate, of : 
« mankind. 9 15 
16 Confider, Sirs! is how 4 not ſome miſtake ? Do 
not your minds, through diſorder of the machine, 
« go too ſlow, and miſiepreſent the time of day? 
« Elſe how could men, who have not ſpace ſufficient 
_ left between them, and their graves, for life's wont- 
ed deluſions to diſplay their gay phantoms ; who 
__« can hardly hope to repeat to- morrow the farce of to- 
day; ſtill perſiſt to be boys? Young men, indeed, 
« may ſee viſions of what never ſhall come to paſs z. ; 
and be raviſhed with them : But old men in their 
«© ſenſes, cannot ſo much as dream dreams of delight; 
a delight, I mean, as yours. What delight can 
A theſe gay ſcenes afford you ? I ſhould think you 
* ſhould be more mortified, than amuſed, where you. 
| & ſcarce can ſee a face that does not make you look 
« twenty years older than before. Hope you any re- 
« gard, or affection among them? No; deſpair even of 
« toleration, but when theſe moderns, for amuſement 
- 57M dip 1 into you, as into chronological tables, to know : 
e happened before the flood: Find friends, in 
„ coevals, or deſpair. 


TM | Cl my good Friends, | in one ſenſe, _y cer- | 
_ tainly, you are ſtrangers upon earth, why will yon 
not be ſo in the 5%? That you might be ſo in the 
a beſt, is, probably, the ſole reaſon you are ftill alive. 
« Men in years, and the clergy, are the two natural 
6 ſupports of virtue and religion ; that is, the two 


columns on which public welfare is built : And the 
| 6 firſt 8 
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66 On PLEASURE, 
« firſt is the ſtronger, . as there is leſs bor 


« aoainſt it. They both have higher obligations to 
« be wiſe than other men: And if the world ſees 
« thoſe higher obligations fail of their due effect, 


their conſciences will fit eaſier under the negle& of 


« their own. The clergy are voluntiers; the aged 
« are preſſed by nature into the ſervice of wiſdom : 
And if they both deſert, vice may triumph without 


a battle; and virtue fall without a mourner. 


Ve fine men of rank, and parts! a common ſol- 


dier (your contempt, no doubt) ſhall reproach you. 
One of them, requeſting diſmiſſion from C HARLES. 
Vth, gave this reaſon for it, Inter vitæ negetia 
BY extremumque diem oportet aliquod temporis interce-. 
46 ere. Much more, inter vite voluptates, and our 
125 lat hour. Will you go to your graves with your 
«eyes ſhut, as Plutarch tells you the Spartans went 


« to their beds in the dark? If fo, as reaſonable men 


in years enter their graves, as a harbour; you will 
- yu firike on yours, as on a rock. You do not only ex- 
. Poſe yourſelves, but your whole ſpecies. When 


« they that have moſt reaſon to be wiſe. are the ſar- 


«theft from it; it ſinks the dignity of our common 


« nature, brings, beyond all other enormities, a re- 


. « proach on mankind ; and gives each individual, as a 
„ ſufferer, as a ſarer in the ſcandal, a juſt 1 not 


os not ot only of cenſure, vu Wenge. 
„ This will en iy dagegen at two notorious. 
© offenders; and therefore I ſhall dare name them. 


3 : $54 ; 1 
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: 2" CWO: are Oy! but be and Torriſmond : * 
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„ Their pictures have been partly drawn by the fa- 
4. mous Seymour | ſhall ſketch the reſt. Theſe are 
two perfect heroes in this tranſgreſſion; old offen- 
« ders in an offence, which, till old, they could not 
begin: Who join the gallantries of Paris to the 
_ « years of Neſtor : Who read a play- bill, and a bill 
« of mortality, with the ſame ſenſation, and afpeR : 
« Who can amuſe themſelves with a cathedral ſervice ; | 
and go for an hour' $ diverſion to the funeral of a k 
| 5 friend ! 


« How many friends have-they loſt? that is, how 
often has their confidence in the world been ſhaken 
at the root? And give they {till full proof of their 
44 obſtinate adherence to, and cordial incorporation 
with, it? Has it not daily crumbled away in their 
« fingers ? and will they bug it ſtill? How can their 
„ hearts ſtill ſwell with thoſe flattened bubbles. af idle 
« Joy, ſo often pricked by death ? 


« Ye two antediluvian 5 what greater folly 
« on earth than that of confounding ſeaſons, and not 
6 giving their reſpective appropriations to the different 
periods of life? Nothing can be in credit, that is 
« out of character; and credit you affect, no one 
« more. If you would find it, let theſe gentle hints 
like the light touch of a magic wand, make you 
«ſhrink from your vernal bloom; and wither at leaſt 
to the decencies of ſourſcore ; for 1 wo. ae 1 
6. en ſome allowance ſtill. „ 3 
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« ” RY ye not that they aha; in their kid 5 
decline outliye in folly the temerities of youth, and 


die immaturely at twice the age of man, are void 
of ſhame from cenſure human, and divine; quite 


callous to God, and men ? Know you not that ſuch 


faults after ſeventy are as ſeverely judged by this 


world, as the next? To be born like a wild aſs's 


| colt, 1s natural ; but not to live ſo, and retain the 
 colt's tooth, when all the man's are fallen out. 


Time was, when to centaurize was leſs ridiculous. 


But unleſs your equeſtrian part is now diſmiſſed, 


laughter is irreſiſtible ; . Jour friend Horace aſ- 
e you : | 


Solve ſeneſcentem mature ſanus equum, ne 
Peccet ad extremum ridendus. 


© Inke ef ſurfeitiag every public place with your 
ungodly omnipreſence, you ſhould be reſerved as 


the great Mogul. A little ſelf-annihilation would 
be the wiſeſt way even for your own vanity ; for 
the more we forget our age, the more we remind 
others of it ; and the younger we would appear, 
ſo much older ſhall we look, in all eyes but ous 


« Yes, gentlemen ! to preſerve your dignity, re- 


* tire like eaſtern kings. And kings, indeed, you may 


be, and glorious ones too, if you will be wiſe : For 
wiſdom is the crown of old age; and the fear of 
the Lord i is its glory.” 


. 


Since 


- 
We 
* 


"On Pit cious Eo. 


Since the witcheraf of Pleaſure is 10 ſtrong as to 
turn young men into old, by their infirmities and 
old into young, by their affectation and conceit; let 

us look a little more narrowly into the perverſe compo- 
ſition of that marvellous being, which we ſtyle a a 
Man of Pleaſure ; and make * if poſſible, 
| IE Ws + 5 


The man of Pleaſure ( 3 1 * be never aſked 
- himſelf the queſtion) of what nature, ſpecies, or rank 
in the creation conceives he himſelf to be? Does this 
yet unconſtrued, undecyphered creature conſider him- 
ſelf as an immortal being? or only as a rational? or 
as a mere animal? If as an immortal, let him regard 
things eternal: if as a rational, let reaſdn reign : If 
as a mere animal, let him indulge appetite; but not 
go beyond it. When appetite is ſatisfied, an animal's 
meal is over: If as a compoſition of. all three; let it 
not be a confuſion of them; let it be a compoſition ; 
and order alone can preſerve that name. 


No ; be is for neither of theſe. He is an immor- 
dal, without a ſenſe of immortality. He is a rational, 
diethroning reaſon ; and an animal, tranſgreſſing appe- - 

tite : An unhappy combination, a wretched chaos of 
all, without the benefit of either: Nay, a ſufferer 
| from each, becauſe an abuſer of all. They are not, as 
heaven deſigned them, three parties in alliance for his 
_ - happineſs: but three e of his own [EY 
_ againſt his ou = 


i 
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For mark this immoral maze of human ruin ; ap- 
| | hats, reaſon, and immortality, violate, and are vio- 
lated, by each other. Subtle reaſon finds arts, and 
arguments to tempt appetite beyond her bounds. Un- 
bounded appetite with ſtupefying ſenſualities bribes 
reaſon to drop her dominion. Her dominion dropped 
Tenders blind immortality regardleſs of things eternal: 
And they being diſregarded, allimmortality's bound - 
leſs powers, and deſires, devolve on things temporal; 
and devolved on them, with violence impel depoſed 
reaſon, and riotous appetite, to monſtrous lengths of 

extravagance, which had otherwiſe lain quite beyond 
both their power, and deſire. 5 


| Thus ſtands the perplexed, and hicherto, not unra- 
eld caſe. The man, in his conſtitution, debauches - 
the brute: The brute debauched, dethrones the man: 


The dethroned man, and debauched brute, join in 


rebellion againſt the immortal: The ſubdued immor- 
tal reſigns to them its infinite powers and deſires ; 
which they exert to the ere er e of a: 


three. 


3 . i 90051 in ; alliande wick an n immortal, ne- 

1 45 would have had an unbounded power and deſire. 
If not in alliance with a brute, he never would have 
debaſed them to mean, and ſordid ends ; never would 
have confined them to things below: But being joined 


t both, and, through perverſeneſs, and ſtupidity, 


rendering celeſtial immortality inglorious, and terte 
trial brutality more brutal, he creates a far more mi- 


5 ſerable den than either of them _ could poſlibly 
| have 


On PLraguR?. 751 


have kom We may therefore congratulate the mere 
brute on his high prerogative of being incapable of be- 
coming fuch a monſter of rationality as this. And 
The Man of Pleaſure, if modeſt, will, for the future 
give the wall to his borſe. He, like Codrus, diſguiſes 
himſelf, puts off his dignity to ruſh into danger; and 
happy for him if be! meets with INE eng than 7 
death. 


Realm 3 the nan, anti immer- 
tal, theſe only occaſion the calamity ; and the poor 
animal, an innocent ally, muſt ſuffer with them. 


If your biſter s favourites will . them- 
ſelves in any glaſs but their own, let them look in this 
true mitror ; and though the features are ſomewhat. 
5 monſtrous, let them not diſown them ; ſince they 
may change them when they pleaſe: and they are pic- 
tured ſo minutely, that they may be the more inclined 
ſo to do. For what a hideous ruin of humanity is 
this? The world after the deluge, a leſs melancholy. 
fight. Such ſhocking footſteps ſin leaves behind it, 
in nature animate, and inanimate. Reaſon, and vir- 
tue, are the ſole beauty, and ſole ſalvation of all. 
Through all her realms creation groans without it. 
The Deity is all reaſon in his nature, conduct, and 
commands. The great, invariable, eternal alternative 
throughout his creation, is, or reaſon; or ruin. To 
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I was going to fop, that reaſon is the ble baſis of 


+. happineſs ; but it is not. There are three kinds of 


| happineſs on earth, gradually leſs, and leſs. There is : 
2 happineſs from the exertion of reaſon, where reaſon 

zs given: This is the happineſs of a man. There is 
an inferior · happineſs from the gratification of ſenſe, 

where reaſon is denied: This is the happineſs of a 
Brute. And there is a calamitous happineſs where 
reaſon is ſuppreſſed, or abuſed : And this is the hap- 
| pineſs of a wretch. You ſee then in what line of 
2 happineſs our Les men en be content to . 


I 1 your fiſter wil cal my __ 3 a * 
byrinth of ſophiſtry. I will therefore give The Man 
of Pleaſure's character in a manner leſs perplexed, 
and which ſhe may probably cenſure as too plain ; and 

_ with a clue were eg to find the coma 1 


He is one, Us, Abrede of 6 more happy 
5 than any man can be, is leſs happy than moſt men 


1 who! ite « kappine everywhere, but where 
i is to be found, 8 35 


Ons. 5 who out-toils the een, not caly with 
out his en, but paying dearly for it. | 


1 an immortal being, that has but two make 


Dy : af a man about him, upright ſtature, and the power 


207 of * * fool, which a _ has not. 


He 


- : 
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Ha is an immortal being, that triumphs in this 
ſingle, deplorable, and yet falſe hope, that he ſhall be 
as happy as a monkey when they are both dead; 5 
an * * of being ſo, while For alive. 115 
Hoi e being, that would lo ſe none of 
its "ys: darling 14 rk if. he were a brute i in the 


94 $ 2 


angel in heaven: , 


| It is certain, tharefoem that Ty deſires not to be 
there: And if he not ſo much as deſires it now, 
how can he ever hope it, when his day of diſſipation 
is over ? And if no hope —— what, is our Man 
of Pleaſure ? A man of re e 0 and MN to- 
morrow .. 1 % nent t n e 1d alt 
Gen 4610016610 en i nds | | 
1 who would buy to-day. 10 dear, ick Pg were. iy 
to be bought? as certainly it is not. Doubtleſs the 
true Man of Pleaſure is he, who preſerves order in 
his compounded nature; and gives the animal, rati - 
onal, and immortal, their reſpeQive dues. Who. as 
immortal places in the ſupreme Being his ſupreme de- 
light; and, as rational, ſhunning ſuperſtitious auſteri- 
ties, and, as animal, too great indulgencies; admits 
of all ſecular enjoyments that ate ſtrictiy conſiſtent 
with his ſupreme. The true, and falſe Man of Pleas 
ſure are brothers ; born of the ſame parent, vis. an 
inextinguiſhable love of delight: But ſo ſuperior is the 
one to the other, that like the fabled. brothers Caſtor 
and Pollux, ae 10 tos in e the other 
on earth. JJC 198 1247 E ATHLETES 132"; 
Wet, V. D . Ws 
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"fo be more tht I would gather "EF parti- 
Cular branches from this general root of bappinefs, 
and Jy es to 1 7929 48 4 N of 775 


There is no Man of Pleaſure ithabt his Eve; no 
Eve without her ſerpent ; no ſerpent without its 
fting: He that knows not the pure delight, andever 
growing tenderneſs of a chaſte love, knows! not ie 
| moſt. that the faireſt can beſtow. 1 
He that knows not the Wound eech, has: con- 
fant warmth of à diſintereſted frien egg ee wor 
8 re in that man _ Oey from man. 70 t 

| CG. C 
He that tp not pid A een ee bb with 
heaven by frequent fervours of rational deyotion, 
Knows not a joy fill fublitner than both,” od Daft 

+ 21 451 OL, ” HOSE « NY i! yi i C32. £42 "3-46 el {OG © A1 £67 - 

' What are the joys" of vice, compared to theſe? 
What think their deluded admirers of a magnanimous 
triumph over ſtrong temptation; of a ſweet repoſe in 
divine favour and eee e an indefeaſible right 
to life eternal? Is there not a certain grandeur,' and 
ſolidity of happineſs in this? Is not this better than 
ranging from the gaming houſe to brothels j and with 
other little fluttering, gilded, noxious, liquoriih, in- 
ſeQs, to be fixing on every nuiſance fordelight ? Sons 
of Peelæcbus the god of flies. I like not a certain, 
| modeſt faintheartedneſs in the friends, and advocates 
of what is right. A Chriſtian ſhould let all ſee hat 


an animation there IS in Chriſtianity ior ca al} that 
21 | | : 2 the 


A 


i 


uw 
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the world way tdiyire beſides, Chriſtianity! ſhould be 


the e as "wel WIR of our hearts. 


ESE pl Er A abe e * 
brought us into that fool's paradiſe, on which I have 


_ dwelt fo I we ſhall ſee with what good reaſon 


Pleaſure, and e are ond Wee I my 


Par: LE LECETETS 04 . OH g 10 Syn. 7 


The Serigeur aſcribes 4 8 pr bs — 
that i is, of its Pleaſures, to faith; and is very, capi · 


ous in enumerating. renowned inſtances of it. Were 


faith as prevalent in us, we too ſhould prove Alexan- 
ders in the moral world. All agree, that ſeveral goods 
being propoſed for our ultimate enjoyment, it is impoſ- 
ſible in our nature not to chuſe the Bet. All agree, 
that God's promiſes are hetter than any, thing we can 


earve for ourſelves. And all agree, that they are in- 


conſiſtent with ſin So that he who will take out bis 
portion in this life, m⁰ν loſe it in the next. What 


| then, againſt our natu' ey and againſt. Our „ egi higr 


ders us from proſecuting out chiefeft,goad S ee 
er. faith, All is reſolweable into that alone 


at A iin bas nal avnko! vigo 


{PW laber 5 Om temptations. are of jtwo kinds. 


1 things that grieve, or things that pleaſe 5: the 


former fright, the latter allure us, from our virtue. 
From poverty, pain, dilgrace, or. perſeep tion, We 


fly to falſhod, or fraud, for eſcape. Eutathoſe ug 


are not the immediate cauſe of fits but want al / farth 
in God's promiſes, chat . He will ſua.cout ui in rh 
3 deliver us in his good time x and 

We. | „make 


1 76 On PLEASURE, 
* make all things work together for our good.” On 
the other hand, when Pleaſure intices, and carries its 
point; we do not think thoſe Pleaſures, be they what 
they will, preferable to heaven. But heaven is at a diſ- 
tance, and the ſou] is eager for preſent good. But 
why is heaven at a diſtance? for want of faith; for 
faith is the /ab/ance of things hoped for ; and the 
« evidence of things not ſeen.” It antedates the exiſ= 
e tence of that which is future ; makes our conver- 
« ſation in heaven, though we are ſtill in the body; 
1% affociates us with angels, tho' in our ſolitude ; and 
" gives us greater Joy in contemplation, than the world 
can give in hand.“ This is true, or the conduct of 
thoſe heroes in Scripture had been impracticable! and 
krbey, ke ourſelves, were mere men. Thus Infide- 
tity leads to Pleaſure ; and Pleaſure confirms IO. 
tey;' 1 both roy ramp ene, ruin. INE 5 
n 9: 3 
eich Theſe Feadenen bend to mil thak 75 wank * 
made in jeſt; ; that there is nothing of moment, or ſe- 
rious in it. There is nothing elſe. There is not a fly 
dut has had infinite wiſdom concern d, not only in its 
ſtructure, but in its deſtination. And was man made 
ogly to flutter, ſing, and expire? A mere expletive 
in the mighty work, the tar velloüs operatibns of the 
Almighty ? Is joy heir point? He that to the beſt 
of his power has ſecured the final fake has a fons pe- 
rennis of joy within him. He is ſatisfied from bim · 
1 5 40 Tbey, his reverſe, borrow all from 4vithort. 
Joy wholly from without, is falſe, precarious, and 
hort. From without it may be gathered; but like 
e flowers, thou gh fair, and ſweet for a _ 
| 


CCC! ͤ dd A. Co 
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it muſt ſoon wither and become offenſive. Joy from 


within, is like ſmelling the roſe on the tree, it is more 


ſweet and fair; it is laſting ; and I muſt add, im- 


| mortal, 


As, a I 1 above offered theſe gentle- 
men three expedients for happineſs; to perſuade their 
acceptance of them, I ſhall now give three ſhort 
maxims, which will fit light on their ee and 
(1 hope) i in time, eaſy c on their hearts. 


He that will not POR ſhall feel the wrath of hea- 


ven. 


He that lives in 1 the kingdom of ſenſe, ſhall die ey 


the kingdom of ſorrow. 


Hp ſhall never truly enjoy bis preſent WN who 


never thinks on his /aff. 


Let your fitter, * Sir, tell her grey pretty fellows, 


who are apoſtles to theſe Gentiles, that if they can ad- 
vance three maxims of greater truth; or three expedi- 


ents of greater efficacy. to happineſs, than thoſe above- - 
mentioned ; I am their convert; I exchange my Bi- 
ble for Bolingbroke ; and prepare for the ball: For 


N. B. [ am but fourſcore. - 


With beſt wiſhes to you, and thoſe you _—_ that 
is, all mankind ; Tam, 


Dear Si "” 
- © Moſt affetionate, 


Tours. 
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In Answzz to One received. 


9 5 
+ . 4 « 
L E V 


Dear Sir, 


T HE contents of your letter damp my joy | in 
hearing from you. Even a good man's ap- | 
proaching death ſtrikes us with ſome concern. I am : 
ſorry that the ſting, which Pleaſure left in your unhap- 15 
py friend, oecaſions fo ſwift a decline. How naturally 
we lay hold on heaven when the world finks under 
us, and will fupport our hopes no more! The piece 
of devotion which you deſire, you ſhall receive in my 
next. I cannot reflect on your friend's diſtreſs, and a 
noble youth whom I myſelf attended in his extremes, 
without dwelling ſtill longer on n Pleaſure, which has: 
1 coſt the world ſo dear. 8 
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If diſeaſe, and infirmity, make us daily viſits in the 


perſons of our neighbours, and friends; and death 
dy the ſame affecting meſſengers, gives us frequent 
notice that he will be with us ſoon: 


If, when death arrives, all mankind, however di- 
vided before, nam cloſe in one _—_—_ and 


one wall: 


1 Wire 3 haſten the Werogcb. * 
heighten the dread, and N the conſequences, of 


5 Arni: 


If death i is the Gogle event ſure, and virtue this Gn- 
ole purſuit indefeafible ; and the Divine Fayour the 
ſingle . of n. importance: | 


& !of that der comes ſo cheap, that the very. 3 
ings (in time, care, and expence) of our real enjoy- 
ments, would 20 a great 1 4 in x the pak of 1 it: 


. 


7 the martyr's 8 8 ks that 8 FA ; 


and it is impoſſible that martyrdom, and welupruou/” 


wh ſhould (Has the lame . 


If the ole to 510 Sands is aid and this like 
but as a moment to an age; and an age not a moment 


to eternity; and n as much e as: we wo 


ſent hour. ES ot Fore? 


On: PLEASURE. \.. 


I f he, that is over-fond of the preſent, or high in 
expectation from any future, hour, either knows 9908. 


this world; or gs not in che next 


1 all this i is true 3 dns is, if; it is 4 at noon; 1883 5 
happy, like your friend Euſebius, to ſtrike early into 
the right path; and not ſo long to ſlumber in indul- 
gence, like the noble youth of whom I ſhall ſoon 
ſpeak, as to ſuffer the wig of our In | 


to be the laſt Of a our lives? 


I told you, in a | Fob letter, that I would give 
you your friend Euſebius s character at large; not, to 
be ſure, for your information; but to place him in op- 
PO to the Men of Pleaſure : And ſo, 


Facen preferre pudendis. e Tn. 


that their deformity may be ſet in a Satin links for 


the benefit of thoſe weak eyes, who cannot ſee a 
mountain withour ſpectacles; with whom a Centaur 
paſſes for a man. Or, rather, who think a Man of 
Pleaſure an extremely happy creature, and, with an- 
tient aſtronomers, place the Centaur-i in heaven. Their 


Sagittarius there, or eternal hunter, ever aiming at 
Pleaſure, and ever miſſing his mark. How very much 
the character of Euſebius will plainly ew. | 


1 af Pleafure, notwith ſtanding all the thorns 
they meet with in their flowery path, imagine all would 
enter it, but for want of taſte, or ſpirit, or purſe : 


Euſebius wants none of theſe, He wants not taſte for 


D.5 aught 


= On PLEASURE. 


avght that can gratify either imagination or fee; 
that can make a coxcomb or debauche ; but he is nei- 
ther. Nor wants he a purſe, or heart, to provide 
thoſe gratifications. His purſe is large; larger his 
heart ; but not corrupt, and nobly wrong. He is 
young, gay, rich, expenſive. So far he is with them 
but will leave them ſoon, as the ſun ſlides from under 
an eclipſe. His riches widen the circle of his virtues. 
Their riches increaſe the numbers of their crimes. 
There are two kinds of expence : in both, riches make 
themſelves wings, and fly away. But widely differ- 
efit in their flight: in one they fly away as an eagle to- 
wards heaven: in their flight beautiful, and celeſtial 
in their end. In the other, they fly away as an owl 
to the deſert: ungracious and ill-omen'd, in their 
| * and ending in the deſert of ignominy, and 
. F 9 85 


* Bijebius, though liberal to * demands & nature, 
rank, and duty; ſtarves vice, caprice, and folly. 
Theſe ( che great cormorants of gold), he ſends beg- 
ging to their doors; they, as old intimates, welcome, 
and embrace them all. And if they have not thrice 
the fortune of Euſebius, muſt ſoon be beggars them- 
; ſelves. While he, with one half they fink in a de- 
bauch, lifts beggars (beggars I mean from fortune, 
not from folly) i into the real comforts of Hife. 


b He too has his amuſements ; bur bor flick as deaden, 
but revive : ſuch as recover the relaxed tone of ap- 
| n reaulmate to new effort ; and thus are 


On P L EAS vr. 83 


eſſential, though pauſing, parts of noble, wall-judg- 
ing induſtry. He ſtarts not at a maſquerade : nor 
thinks cards the books of the devil. But thinks all 
our diverſions like long books, that were better 
epitomized ; or, like the books of the Sybil, 
which, as they were leſſened in number, roſe in thein 


” He, as well as they, has his parks, gardens, grot=- 
tos, caſcades, ſtatues, paintings, Tc. but enjoys them 
more. Not becauſe his are better than theirs, - but 


becauſe he is better than they. His paintings have 


beauties unborrowed from the pencil; and his ſtatues 
in his eyes appear, like Pygmalion's to live; though 


mere marble in theirs: His all- animating joy within 


gives graces to art, and ſmiles to nature, inviſible to 
common eyes. Objects of ſenſe, and imagination, 
for their greater power of. pleaſing, are indebted to- 


the goodneſs of his heart. For as the ſun is itſelf the 


moſt glorious of objects, and makes all others ſhine,. 
ſo virtue itſelf is the greateſt of pleaſures, and of all: 
ther pleTarey rodnuies zhe Gnas... 


| He, and they, though they both value riches; y et 


entertain widely different opinions about them. He- 


conſiders a great fortune, as his being put, by a kind 
providence, into its honourable commiſſion for doing 
much good. They conſider it as a privilege, or at 
leaſt as an excuſe for the contrary. He ſurveying his 
ample arcades, and lofty. domes, rejoices more in. 


what benefits others, than what aggtandizes himſelf: 
rejoices more in conſidering how many mouths he has: - 


fed, 
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fed, than in e many eyes he had drawn. 
He triumphs in reflecting to what numbers he has 


5 been enabled, by the divine indulgence, to turn, 
without a miracle, thoſe ſtones into bread. They, 


from their huge Babel · like buildings, contract a Babel- 
like pride, which turns, with regard to thoſe beneath 
them, their hearts into ſtone. Such men, in effect, 


4 build downward, are the more _ that is the 
| lower, for their height. | 


He thinks, that Keds rich | donations imply in 
them ſome transfer to the public: they think they im- 


ply a transfer of the public homage to themſelves.. 


Inſtead of imagining his grandeur to be a demand on 


the public for its homage, he looks on it as the public's 


demand on him for bounty, and patronage, of which 


| he has erected ſuch proud promiſes ; and by them 
raiſed ſo juſt an expectation. He thinks, that their 
Tiches (how ftrangely ſoever it may ſound) run them 
in debt; and that not to beef, is, to defraud. 


His humility is equal to his, magnificence ; and as 
magnificence with humility ſpeaks more regard for 
others, than himſelf, it eſcapes envy, and enſures 
general applauſe.” Their pride defeats their magnifi- 


| Cence, and robs i it of that applauſe, which is its ſingle 


aim: For it is a great authority which tells us, 


4 That pr ide is @ tree which. eats *. its own. 
68 W 5 Fr. 9 | 


% 


. 1 N 
. Ss 1 7 
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He knows (what they conſider not); that ſplendid 
faperigitties cannot be neutral, with regard to the 


characters of thoſe who poſſeſs them ; that, therefore, 


men poſſeſs them at their peril ; that they muſt de- 
grade, if they do not exalt them. That heaven, which 
in ſpight of different ranks, levels happineſs, deſigned 
it as the peculiar curſe of the great (if they deſerve it) 


to be leſſened by grandeur, and illuftriouſly diſgraced. 

That, if apes, and crocodiles, men hurtful, or ridicu- 
lous, inhabit ſuperb piles, they muſt deſpair of being 

worſhipped ;; though but through vain and keen ap- 


ren for e n oy never had deen ware 


You fork in how many points theſe men fall fine of 
Euſebius in Pleaſure from expence ; which, notwith- 
ſtanding, is an article on which they pique themſelves 


not a little. And give me leave to ſubjoin one more 


particular, which will affe& them leſs than the former, 


though i it ought to affect them moſt of all: his wealth 


has ſubterranean channels; bleſſes unſeen ; and coſts 
the relieved neither bluſhes, nor thanks. Not one 
priſon have they opened]; not one tear have they dried; 
which might ſpeak i in their favour, when their own 


begin to flow. The te we have relieved are the 


ſureſt ſupport in our own. The beſt that can 
be ſaid of their expences, is, that ntl are an unwil- | 
ling encomium on thoſe of your friend. 


Senſual, of all our n are the meaneſt; how 


| low muſt a ſoul celeſtial ſtoop for them ? Yet theſe, 
our 1281 pungey of TE, who fuck up every 


drop 


bd On PLEASURE. e 


drop of it, in or out of, their way, tho” they take 5 
up the dirt, with it, prefer to all the reſt. And in 
theſe, if in any, they will venture to diſpute his ſu- 


periority. But, for reaſons, ſome already mention d 


more, moſt obvious, He is their ſuperior in theſe. 
Ta pleaſures intellectual, how far are they behind him? 
and then the gral, they are all his own. It is one 
of their minute, and meagre pleaſures, profeſſedly to 
decline them: And theſe are the /upreme. Moral 
pleaſures, tho faintly (in this imperfect ſtate), yet 
truly taſte of heaven ; and, what is more, inſure that 
heaven of which they taſte. And what an ineſtima- 
ble ſuperiority is W He ne can think of death 
ONT Sy 


| Extremumque diem vile inter nunera n 
Þ BY | Luc. 
has more enjoyment, even in diſtreſs, than they . 
triumph, with every vain amuſement turning reaſon 
out of doors, leſt it ſhould wound them with one 


EN whiſper of the grave. On how many. melancholy. 


| _ occaſions in life ſhould we be glad of an aſylum to 
Which to fly? How ſhould we be tranſported with a 

- thought that had infallible comfort in it? And that 

| thought can be but one; and that one, it is the con- 

tant aim, labour, nay boalt, of theſe wiſe men to 

15 Pe 


: De bis 8 love of e is „ to 8 

whence then this vaſt inequality of happineſs? He 

commands bis pleaſures ; ; ſome he cultivates ; ſome ad- 
| mits- 


On PLEASURE. f 87 
mits cau tiouſly; others ſends bluſhing away. Their 
pleaſures domineer ; ſcout them away on vileſt er- 


rands; bid them throw their patrimony in the 
dirt of proſtitution, or debauch; or dungeon 


them in midnight dens of fraud, and deſtruction 3 


and command them to whirl it away with a loſing. 
card ; or ſtamp it to nothing with a deſperate dye. 


What ſcaffolds of fatal execution are thoſe guilty 


boards, where moments determine on fortunes for life ;, 5 
and rage, and Gifleaton, threaten. ruin eternal? 25 


F rom ths ES to their pleaſures, this 3 


5 ed impotence of heart, it is that while he has but 


one, and that a moſt gracious Maſter, bey have as 


many tyrants as there are follies, and vices, in the 


world, Ten times a day they change their Pharaoh; 
and why 2 Becauſe his wages are ſo poor. They have 
it, indeed, in their power io change their — but 
not to break their chain. 


The Romans once EE that they had a geld 


| 2 en ſhield which fell from heaven: To. ſecure it from 


theft, they laid it up among, eleven. others made of 
' braſs. This expedient had been unneceſſary againſt 
their wiſdom. They run away by choice with the 


eleven counterfeits.; with a multitude of falſe, ine 


 feQtual pleaſures, and leave the celeſtial, as of no value, 
to men of leſs underſtanding. - Virtue, the 
delight of Euſebius, is a celeſtial ſhield againſt eyery 
evil of human life. Their pleaſures are rather ſwords, 
that e. them K with many ſorrows. 1207 5 
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The contraſt 150 firong ! Their pleaſures die i in 


fruition, and are remembered with regret. His ſur- 


vive the preſent actual enjoyment, and are as ſweet 
in retroſpect, as in hand. Theirs leſſen on repetition; 
his increaſe : Theirs create, and aggravate, calami- 
ties; his avert moſt, and alleviate the reſt: Theirs 
haſten death, and heighten its horrors ; his owe their 
perfection to his final hour, after having heightened, 
and lengthened, all the bleſſings of life. And what 
a wretch is that happineſs, and what an ideot that 
wiſdom, that can offer no comfort in the days of dark- 
neſs, and the hours of death ? In a word, their 
- wretched joys flouriſh, like diſmal "weeping willows 
watered by a ditch Poor the figure they make; flux 
and obſcene the ground on which they ſtand : His 
flouriſh, like cedars of Libanus, from the fountains 
of beaven; and are rooted i in a rock ; ; ane: rock of 
his falvation. N 5 


It is this ſuperior n on which he ſtands, which 
imparts that inimitable ſweetneſs of air, aſpect, and 
deportment, which marks him among multitudes 
of the 'gayeſt, for the gay, They, like things gilt, 
have much to ſhew ; much more to hide ; are all 
darkneſs within. He, like a diamond, is tranſparent, | 
and ſhines at heart. He looks, as if virtue, accord- 
ing to the wiſh of ſome ſages, was at laſt become viſi⸗ 
dle, and ſhone through him; in perſon, not precept, 
making a viſit to mankind: And n man is mended by 
A on him. | | i 


Now, 
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Now” pieſe! Sit, to oblerte, to What an aftoniſh- 
ing Ro} 15 intellectual darkneſs, mentioned in 
my former letter, Prevails i in theſe men, that would 
outſhine all the world. What is their cbief boaſt ? 
Why this, that they ; make the moſt of this life. Where- 
as - the very 1 fundamental difference between them, and 
Euſebius, is, That they make'no nothing of this world, 
| becauſe they defign to make their all of it. He makes 
much of this world, becauſe he holds it as little; be- 
cauſe ever having the ſentiments, without the terrors 
of a death-bed, he never cuts off this life from the 
thoughts of the next ; but ſees bis whale exiſtence in 
one unbroken, thread extended before him. 1 5 


0 eng 
4 avy 4 


N 


But, before I diſaiſs your nd Euſebius {though 


he has made you a very long viſe), 1 muſt take LY 
tice of one particular more. Theſe gentlemen pique 


themſelves on their epitome of all virtue and religion, 


benevolence : If they had it, it would confute moſt I 


have faid ; and make them very happy : For it may 


ftand a as a general maxim, that men are bappy i in pro- 


portion to their good will; Nor is it ſtrange, that to 
the greateſt duty, ſhould, by nature, belong the great- 
eſt reward. But their title to this virtue is not clear. 
The reaſon they ſo loudly pretend to it, is, becauſe, 
they know they have it not. The weakeſt fide of a 
Citadel is to be defended moſt. Euſebius, on his prin- 
ciples, muſt have univerſal good-will. Self love obli- 
ges him to it; and his own happy ſtate of mind in- 
clines him the ſame way; For all are moſt kind to 
others, when moſt eaſy, and pleaſed with themſelves. 


On their 1 that this world js all; or, at 
. leaſt 
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leaſt, all roy will concern themſelves den 3 ſelf. 


love obliges chem to the, contrary : and their unea- 
| ficeſs i in themſelyes ſeconds that obligation ; 8⁰ that 


you may as well expect to find an angel among the 


diſſolute, as a friend. And, indeed, can any expect 
that they thould love them, better than their own 
ſouls ? . that would [they « do, ift they card for them 


at all. 8 1 
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hut, Jaſtead of «kin to prove what dds 
no proof, I ſhall preſent you with the picture of one 


of theſe great lovers of all mankind, if you will! pro- 


miſe not to cut his throat; which picture, better than 


a Demoſthenes, will prove my point. Vou will Know 
whom I mean, when I tell you, that he is enamoured 


of the charms, and deep in the myſteries of lay. That | 


is, he is ſo fond of riches (which a good judge tells us 


* nemo bonus unguam concupivit), of riches he is ſo 


over-fond, that he is quite miſerable if denied a daily 
chance of being tripped to beggary. Greater pro- 
feſſions of friendſhip can no man make, than this arch- 


1 : greater proofs of the contrary can no man 
1 He never did a favour that proved barren to 
3 his own defigns, but be ſent a curſe after it. All his 


| kindnefſes are artificial flies; if nothing is caught, 


7 they are pocketed again. 8 Hook him, or hang him,” 
is a favourite maxim of his own coining. He ſmiles 


indeed, with great complacency on a crouded levee of 
devoted friends; with no leſs than on a hand of good 
cards. And his hope from both is juſt the ſame ; ; tet 


* Sal! aſt. 


19 
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5, ſo to play them off, as to win his game. That done, 
if intereſt, or humour bids, he throws: them aſide as 


a foul] pack, and calls for new ; to. ſhuffle, and cheat, 


and play tricks with, as before. He conſiders fools, 
as trumps, with which he is ſure. to win: If there 


are no fools to be taken in, he makes a pretty good, 


hand of it with a knave of the right ſuit. If he is 


ſo unlucky. as not to. be bleſſed with either, he gives 
out, and, for that time, plays no more : For, without 
a good hand, a bad heart is inſupportable. But proſ- 


perity ſooths remorſe, and lays conſcience aſleep. This 


is one who knows the world ; which, generally means, | 
one that knows not God... He neyer thought of that 
great, final ſtake, with regard to which, he, that bo- 


neſtly but deſires it, is ſure to win; and he that plays 
foul the moſt dextrouſly, i is ſute to be undone. Such 
is Avidienus, ſuch is that good man, who, as freely 


as eat his meal, could lay down bus os for his 


| friend. 


But, in excuſe for lch men, 1 mull own, oy 
for ſuch as place their all here, there can be no ſhadow. 
of ſocial happineſs but from deceiving, or being de- 
ceived. From deceiving, and ſo finding ſome account 


in their villainy; Or from being deceived, and fo 


finding ſome account in their folly. For real friendſhip. 
amongſt them is impoſſible : a And, indeed, to hope a 
friend in any man, that is not truly his own friend, 
is abſurd. From this account, it is evident, that the 
chief fountain of happineſs is dried up in their 


hearts, | 
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A 6570145 almoſt ſmothered with all the repute” 
means of happineſs, would of all objects be the moſt 


ridiculous, were it not the moſt melancholy too. 


Diogenes went about the city of Athens begging to 
the ſtatues ; being aſked the reaſon, he faid, He was 
| learning to bear a repulſe. Theſe gentlemen ſhould. 
learn the ſame leſſon; no ſtatue can be deafer than 
molt of their plirſults, when they aſk real pleaſure of 
. them. EE: „( HH Tut 1 
Theſe are the men, who, while Providence lays 
the reins of free-will on: their wanton necks, ruſh 
headlong into even unimportunate temptations. But 
when it ſhall put its hook in their noſe, and its bridle 
in their jaws; when it ſhall drag them into the con- 
_ dition of your unhappy friend; or worſe, when the 
tattered, convulſed, body ſhall be ſhaking out an un- 
willing ſoul, loath to leave it for a ſtill worſe habita- 
tion; then, oh! what a change! It places full be- 
fore, me the loft hours of that noble youth I men- 
tioned above. _Laft Bours full of anguiſh! how 
fit to be remembered by thoſe that wiſh peace to. 
their own. This is the funeral to which, in my firſt - 
letter, I promiſed to invite your ſi ſter Sempronia, and 
her gay admirers; Sempronia, who delights pſallere, 
E cantare, elegantius quam neceſſe eft probe. And 
what invitation more kind than that for which ſhe. 
may thank me for ever, when other entertainments 
end? If they have their wine, this has i its nectar. Its 
cup of ſalvation, preſſed from that Vine, auboſe leaves 
heal the nations, and whoſe ſwelling cluſters teem 
with eternal bliſs. Funeral ſolemnities are more for 


” Dips Proacune. 1 93 


the ſake of the living than the dan: What a trifle 


that honour they receive from them, to the benefit 
we er 11 from that alfeRing Owns * 


Oh 1 Sit; how affecting ! It is Kill before my eyes. 
That wretched youth des again Again I am ſmitten 
with his death. It wounds me even in remembrance : 
What, then, the ſcene itſelf ! 1 No words can paint it; 
no time efface it; I meet it in my Gn} 3 1 ſhall 
bear it to my on. 


I am about to repteſent to you the " hours of a 
perſon of high birth, and high ſpirit ; of great parts, 
and ſtrong paſſions, every way accompliſhed, nor leaſt 
in iniquity. His unkind. treatment was the death of a a 
moſt 'amiable wife; and his great l in 
effect, diſaherited his only child. | 5 

But to my point, © The Ab be! of a enn 
js next in horror to that abyſs, to which it leads. It 
has the moſt of hell that is viſible on earth. And he 
that has ſeen it, has more than faith to confirm him 
in his creed. J ſee ĩt now. For who can forget it? 
Are there in it no flames, and furies ?—You know 
not, then, what a ſcar d imagination can figure; what 
aà guilty heart can feel. How diſmal is it! The two 
great enemies of foul and body, feckneſs, and fin, 
ſink and confound his friends; filence, and darken the 
5 ſhocking feene. Sickneſs * the light of heaven; 
and fin, its bleſſed Zope. Oh! double darkneſs ! 
nore than Egyptien ! Acutely to be felt! | 


How 
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Ho unlike thoſe luminated terel = 1 he 


was the ſoul ? Did this poor, pallid, ' ſcarce-animated 
maſs diQate in the cabinet of pleaſure ; pronounce 
the faſhion; and teach; the gayeſt to be gay? Are 
theſe the trophics of his Paphian conqueſts? theſe 
the triumphs to be bought with heaven? Is this he 
who ſmote all heir hearts with enyy at bis pre-emi- 

nence in guilt? See, how he lies a fad, deſerted, out- 
caft, on a narrow iſthmus between time and eternity ? 
for he is ſcarce alive. Laſhed and overwhelm'd on 


one ſide, by the ſenſe. of ſin; on the other, by the 


dread of puniſhment ! Beyond the reach 4 buman 
help, andi in deſpair of divine! 


His diff ipated fortune, impoveridrd bake,” 8 
LET wife, lie heayy on him: ITbe ghoſt of his 


murdered time (for now no more is left), all ſtain'd 
with folly, and gaſh'd with vice, haunts bis. diſtract- 
ed thought. Conſcience which Jong had ſlept, 
awakes like a giant refreſhed with, wine; lays walte 
all his for mer thoughts, | and defires ; ; and, like a long- : 
deposd, now victorious prince, on his bleeding In 


impoſes, iofl/ Qs, its on. 158 late ſoft whiſpers, are 
thunder i in his ears; and all means of grace rejected, 


Ex ploded, tidiculed, ' 18 the Bolt that ſtrikes him dead. 


Dead even to the thoughts of death. In deeper di- 
ſtreſs, deſpair of life is forgot. He lies a wretched 


wreck of man on the ſhore of eternity, and the next 


breath he draws, blows him off i into. ruin. 
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Ther wo ateſi . eee is, at at 4 mex 
Mit, at ſuch a ſight: For this is a fight which plucks 


off the maſk of folly, ſtrips her of her gay diſguiſe, 
which glittered in the falſe lights of this world's mum- 
mery, and makes her est to be wk to the great- 


eſt fool. 


* think. we. then? 15 not the deathbed of a a 


profligate the moſt natural and powerful antidote for 
the poiſon of his example ? Heals not the bruiſed 


ſcorpion the wound it gave? Intends not heaven, 
that, ſtruck with the terrors of ſuch an exit, we ſhould 

provide comfort ſor our own? Would not he, who 

_ departs obdurate from it, continue adamant, though 


cne role; from the dead 2, For ſuch a ſ cene partly draws 


aſide the curtain that divides time ſtom ſuturity ; 
and, in ſome meaſure, gives to ſight that tremendous, 
of which we ee had the feeble report before. 


I: : 4 
"hs forty * a wine ſchool of — ** ? Are not 
they obliged, that are inyited to this? For what elſe 


_ ſhould reclaim us r The pulpit? We. are prejudiced | 


againſt it. Beſides, an agonizing profligate, though 


fllent, out- preaches the moſt celebrated that the pul- 


pit ever knew: But, if he /peaks,: his words might 


inſtruct the beſt inſtructers of mankind. | Mixe i in, the 
warm converſe. of life, we think with men; on Wea 


death bed, mw God. 


183 


But there are two leſſons of this wy written, as 


it Were, en ne AESof't run may read. 
Cs ff iy 4D | es | Fir, 


| 4 
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Fi, He 1 in this his minority, this ſchool of dif. 
cipline, this field of conflict, inſtead of graſping the wea- 
pons of his warfare, is for ever gathering flowers, and 
catching at butterflies, with his unarmed hand; ever 
making idle Pleaſures his purſuit; muſt pay for it his 
vaſt reverſion ; and, on opening his final account (of 
which a death: bed breaks the ſeal), ſhall find himſelf a 
beggar 3,2 beggar paſt beggary ; ; and ſhall paſſionately 


wiſh, that 1 wy e were added 0 v'the reſt” 7 | 
his loſs.” 1 5 f 4 613 


Serra He wall bad, Mak We Divine - Thank) 55 
| We: through life, injured; wounded; ſuppreſſed, 
is inſuppreſſible, victorious, immortal. That, though 
with mountains overwhelmed, it will, one day, burſt 
out like the fires of tna; viſible, bright, and tor- 
menting, as the moſt raging flame. r ee ng 
my friend!) hel eos plainly prove. - 2 
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54 The ſad evening before the "OP of that noble 
youth, whoſe laſt hours ſuggeſted theſe thoughts, I 
was with him. No one was there, but his phyſician, 

| and an intimate "whom he loved, and whom 11. r 
wied. Ar my coming in, he big; e die 


1 4 * * 4 
Heimen Ae e . 


* You, and the plyfician, a0 come too EM 
© J have neither life, nor hope. You woes aim at 
& miracles. You would raiſe the dead,” | 


* * 1 7 2 1 
1 "RO * 1 1 * e 1 311 $ 
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= 1 5 Heaven, 1 fi, was merciful. 
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be 


Or T tould not lives ders as ay, 3 . 


N « "has i it not done to Bleſs, and to ſave me? have 


“deen 
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| On PI S UE BE 3 
we ws too ſtrong = nahe [ . down 


ruin 


1 kid, The Bleſſed Redeemer 


« Hold! bold! you Tow "wb K. That is che 
64 © rock on which pe e his name.“ 


Refuſing to hear any thing Gow me, or hy any 
thing from the phyſitian, he lay filent; as far as ſud- 


den darts of pain would permit, till the clock ** 
| TN wth * * 


*% Ob, Time! Time! 1 b en houle'ſ SAN | 
«  firike thy murderer to the heart How art thou 
fled for ever l A month !—Oh, for a ſingle week! 
l aſk not for years. Though an . were too bile 
for thy ach I have todo.” N 


pe my 1 we . not do too 0 much: That | 
heaven was a Wen place 


| = Sa . hy 'worle. . Tis loſt! "Tia lot 
6 « Heaveni is to me the ſevereſt part of hell!” 


By 8008 after, 1 propoſed "—_ ane PANE ca 
g i 2 
5 6b e en — tl I l 
„% pray. — Nor need I. Is not heaven on my ſide 
already ? It cloſes with my conſcience. Its w—_— 
* YAN but ſecond mY: 8 
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* - 
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His friend * * wa even to an at 


this (who could forbear? | could not), with : 2 moſt 5 


affectionate look, he ſaid: N nt 


A eee 


| left him. 


« No, ſtay. 7. 5 till a FIR ; Therefore | 
* hear me. How madly have I talked? How mad- 
iy haſt thou liſtened, and believed:? But look on 
my preſent Kate, as a full anſwet to thee, and to 


< myſelf. This body is all weakneſs and pain; but 


% my ſoul, as if ſtung up by torment to greater 
e ftrength and ſpirit, is full powerful to reaſon; full 
4 mighty to ſuffer. And that, which thus triumph 
« within the j jaws of mortality, is, doubtleſs, Immortal. 


< —And, as for a Deity, nothing leſs Lag an n Al- | 


— wand could infiet what 1 feel. 


Kg & 


1 was 8 to nnn, this paſſive, 8 1 
tary, confeſſor, on his aſſerting the two prime arti- 
cles of his creed, extorted by the oor of ature; . 


oor be 1555 _ e e 


"= « No, no! let me ealk on. Tube nde Fling to 
5 « ſpeak My much-injur'd friend! my ſoul, as my 


« ; 1 in ruins; in ſcattered fragments of bro- 


TY ken 


— far Thydalf  Lhave ey 
1 . Doſt weep for me? Thar cruel. What 


Here his Friends, 9 wack affeficd, would 6 have 


hel, 2 ns 2 


On P LEASURE, 
« ken thought: Remorſe for the paſt throws ny 


<« thought on the future. Worſe dread of the fu- 


« ture, ſtrikes it back on the paſt. I turn, and turn, 
©« and find no ray. Didſt- thou feel half the moun- 


te tain that is on me, thon wouldſt ſtruggle with the 
% martyr for his ſtake ; and bleſs' heaven for the 


« flames; — That is not an everlaſting en 
** That is not nnn : 


'F-, 


How notes Scat Mini -athts ae e ; 
With what an eye ARE e 


. he cried out: 


5 My as have 00 my friend; my ex- 


* travagance has beggared my boy; my unkindneſs 
« has murdered my wife !—And is there another 


« hell ? - Oh ! Thou blaſphemed, yet moſt u- 


% indulgent, Lord God ! hell irfelf * a refuge, if * 
66 bides me from thy frown.” i 


Scon after, is underſtanding atled.. His EPR 


imagination uttered horrors not to be repeated, or 
ever forgot. And ere the ſun (which I hope has | 
ſeen few like him) aroſe, the gay, young, noble, in- 


genious, accompliſhed, and moſt e Ale ; 


ern | 


If this is. ads of 8 W is a man of 
pain? How quick, how total, is the tranſit of theſe 
Phaetontzades : In what a diſmal gloom they ſet for 


ever] How hart, alas! the day of their rejoicing I 


Ba. an: 


\ 4 
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For a moment they glitter, they dazzle. In a mo- 
ment where are they? Oblivion covers their me- 
mories.— Ah l would it did! Infamy ſnatches them 
| from oblivion. In the long-living aunals of infamy 

their triumphs are recorded. Thy ſufferings till * 
bleed in the boſom (Poor Altamont /) of the heart- 

ſtricken friend: For- Altamont had a friend. He 
might have had many. With what capacities was he 

endowed, with what advantages, for being greatly 
good? But with the talents of an angel a man mayibe 
a. fool. If he judges amiſs in the ſupreme point, Judg- 
ing right in all elſe but aggravates his folly ; as it 

ſhews him wrong, 8 bleſſed yoo the — ca- 


pacity nn right. 


Such, 60 fatal, whe abuſed, are 1 greateſt bleſ- 
4 of heaven. Heaven grant his agonies were an 
expiat ion of the paſt; not a preſage, and ſad ſpeci- 
men, of the future. That bis ſurviving companions 
and admirers may never ſuffer the ſame, give me 


Jeave to ſpeak to them, while this CT i is 
(oer might be) in their fight. | 


4 Ye ſtaunch purſuers of Pleaſure, pedals in full 
4 ery on its burning ſcent! who run yourſelves out 
4e of breath, health, credit, eſtate, and often life, 
« after that you cannot catch! For a moment ſlacken 

4 your ſpeed, and cool the fervor of your chace. It 
6 j is a friend that ny, and WY. his own, that hears. 

« If ae! is TON ba hh! in which 700 can 

1 And 1 822 uns ſ TOO" in that to which you 
a have 
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e a | * 1 | 
« have been invited, do not come: If there is not, 


«6 
«kk 
T 
«c 


a 


indulge me in a few words, which may not be ſoon 
forgot : At leaſt, they will recur to your thoughts, 


they will recur to your feeling hearts, when your 


preſent ue chace is over ;. when Pleaſure. is no. 


8 more. 


«Tt will be grateful to your friend deceaſed; whom 


10 


you were always willing to oblige, if, with his ac- 


compliſhments, you remember his faults; for then 


you will not forget your own ; but read, in his 
deep diſtreſs, a ſtrong caution againſt them. Af 


' fords not the rock on which he ſplit, a ſolid baſis. 


for. your ſafety > Has he not well-marked where 


' miſchief lies? See you not the wreck of that gal- 
lant firft rate ? or, rather is he not a beacon, light=. 
ed up by kind Providence, to guide you ſafe thro! 
the dangerous voyage of human life ? 


« He once, as you now, imagined himſelf, in this 
life, immortal. Was he not miſtaken ? He has 
taken his final flight; whither, who can tell? If 


40 you continue _ yours, 7 in the ſame fatal track, who 


66 


« 


40 


is he that cannot tell where the folly muſt end? 


Smitten, transfixed, when moſt ſecure, from the 
moſt towering heights he dropped, at once, into 
depths of diſtreſs, not to be fathomed by man. 


1 66 


In gaiety of heart defy not the danger. Are there 


not more arrows in the ſame quiver? and are not 


4 you as fair and tempting a mark? more tempting, 


"0 if unadmoniſhed, and mounting ſtill over his for- 
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= |» bes wiah. : And hom dare you tempt? An ; 
= „„ 


— Bur you, from your.gay pavilion, embowered in 
m Toſes, ſee no threatening proſpects; no dangers of 
death. — Oh Sirs! Death delights to lie hid in 
a thickegs of roſes! How often the gayeſt fall firſt 

sin his ſnare ? Yet even this is too gentle, too mild, 
to anſwer the good-will of heaven ; z it cannot * 
+ 9 797 me in awe. 
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What uncommon ſitküde is needful to bar 
40 Neelperses unhurt 2 It is now ſunſhine with you; 
« and you think all is well. It is the ſeaſon of indul- 
Agence. — But ſeaſons will change. Tou that are 
' © now all focial comfort, gathered cloſe in glad cluſ- 
ters, and (like embodied. birds of paſſage bound for 
new chimes) on your impatient wing for new de- 
4, lights! what will you do, when each of you, fe- 
I yered from the reſt, an unexperienced, unexpected, 
«. recluſe, lies forely pained : dreading ware ; none 
«to eonverſe with, but the two greateſt ſtrangers, 
4 his own heart, and Him who made it ; and neither 
«<, at peace with him ? Say, ye firangers to care, and 
3+ abounders in mirth! what will he do, when he 
| <«<. finds himſelf ſtill ſubſiſting in a fate, where none 
e ol thoſe pleaſures, for which alone he withed to 
4 fubſiſt, can pollibly any longer fubſiſt with him? 
When the dark matter at the centre will not be 
„ wore foreign to him, than that which now beats 
7 ee __ . aden men and 
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On. PIRAS URN, 10g 


e flings: kim om to ſchemes, that laugh at fuck lec- 
e tures as theſe? When be figds himſelf led, by the 
ſaft hand of Pleaſure, to thoſe diſmal gates, which 
7 the Wn" N never, verer, * enter *. 8 


4 Capfider,, x my good friends you il retain 1 
4 name of Chriſtians; and have heard of the Scrip- 
« tyres. "To ſpeak their language, If Chriſtians 
® are racers, you have not yet ſtarted : If warriors, 
L your armour is not yet on: If labours in the vine - 

ard, you pluck down the vine, and get drunk 

1 with the of nl If watchers, your nap is not yet 
"ys over. here is no man, but, i in ſome part of life, 
« either ſtung by ſelf-moy'd conſcience, or alarmed 
(6: by fame providential event, as out of a long ide 
« dream, ſtarts at once, into his ſenſes. The Iquger 
« the dream, the greater his ſurprize and pain ; and, 
« if be nods to the laſt, the pain and horror (as too 
«- well Bas been prov'd) is inexpreſſible. 


Cnet that awful truth i interrupt your fum-- 

* ber? He ſleeps ſound indeed, at whoſe. eat a 
A friend's knell ſhall knock in vain. But, ſeating 
__* friendſhip aſſde; granting, that with men of your 
* beſeech you, pute /e{f-interef# one queſtion z 
Have you no concern in this death? Is it nothing 
« to you ?P? — Oh! much, very much! It cannot JF 
4 ſtand neuter. It is big with good or ill. It muſt 4 
* haſten your amendment, or heighten your offence. 
* See en he _ crimes are "ING guilt! 
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Have you never confulted the wor 


ture? Have you never been ſurprized with a ſe- 


' rious feeling of heart? When I ſtand, though a 
ſtranger, on the verge of another's grave; when I 
ſee the ſhaken mould take poſſeſſion” 54 human 
pride aud hear the ſolemn ſound of duft ro duſt ; 
what ſwelling « of foul, but inſtantly ſubſides ? What 


ſalutary thoughts, but, at once, it inſpires ? The 


grave of one unknown, and dying a common death, 
would have this effect: What then, the grave of 
a friend; and of our on character: and that not 
good; and dying of the follies in which, ave live; 


and with admonitions i in his mouth, and horrors i in 
bis heart! What heart impregnable to ſuch an 
aſſault? What thunder equal to ſuch a groan ? 


It would eccho for ever in a penetrable ear. Ina 


penetrable heart there would be wrought a mighty | 


change. 


For 10 you bot the mighty force that is implied 


in this mercy? Heaven truſts not to your faith ; 


but gives /en/ib/e proof of what ybu have to fear. 
And could it do more ? Would a miracle ſuffice Pn 


You haveitin a mercy ſo little deſerved. If dan- 


* 


tender more inexcuſable that imprudence, which 


— 


ger can alarm you, you, now, are alarmed. 0 If 
+ nog can pants JEAN can fave... 10 


1 ſhould grieve to have aid too dd. 0 
have I ſaid too much, if my words ſerve only to 


they labour to remove. Rather know your dan- 


ger, and embrace the plank . not of cedar} 
| 60 . 


£ 8 ; 
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&« which I throw out for your eſcape. Our fondneſs _ *? 5 
« for good, ſhuts our eyes on evil; we ſcarce 
allow it exiſtence. before it is felt. But, remember, 
« we live in a moſt mutable ſcene : and have the fear 
of to-morrow before your eyes. Not the keeneſt diſ- 
„ cernment can ken through the ſecond of a minute. 
To keep within the reach of mercy, is the grand 
concern, and ſupreme bleſſing of * life. 


« My converted! or condemned * 
8 farewell. n 


Thus, dear Sir, I wks to theſe gentlemen. 1 
with they do not rather chuſe to ſhow their parts, than 
their penitence; and criticiſe my eech, inſtead of 
their own conduct. If fo, they demonſtrate how very 
great occaſion there was of ir; at it proves in- 
effectual. Et 


Met Tours, 
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| out foes > es in Aerie hon ins our 
age is ſo far gone, as to be paſt recovery.” 
I hope not. Avuiola, a conſub in the time of Gordian, 
revived on his funeral pile I will not deſpair, but 
that Briiiſæ virtue „now, Rke the phα , dying in 
feoeets,' thay ſtart up from its aſhes, and re- aſſume 


Is Tongs" glory. © I. ſhall rhorefore-proceed « lietle - 
farther." een bad gown 24 


» 


tf nn wh The Man of mn * the - 
e has his joy. But their joys are very dif- 
fetent. They differ not only in their objects, but 
their Bind. Which is as yet a ſecret to. the; and, 
poſſibix, ta von. Joy from temporals, in a terreſtrial 
joy. And, like all things terre ſtrial, has a dreg in it. 
K. f you obſerve: your own. heart, you will find, that 


13 1 


\ 


108 On Pranguns. 
joy from 8 has ever ſomewhat of a gay fe in | 
'  quietude, a diſturbed and tumultuous delight. Like: 
ſome liquors, all in an unquiet ferment, and confu-. 
| fron, while they ſparkle, and ſmile. Joy from eter- 
nals, joy, I mean, on ſpiritual accounts (viz.) Mens 
conſcia recti; or, a delightful hope of immortality ; 
or, an. humble perſuaſion of Divine Favour, Ee. 
| This joy is celeſtial, and; like a fine calm. ſummer's. 
evening, is undiſturbed, placid, and ſerene. The 
firſt is a paſſion, and that in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; we 
ſuffer from it, as well as enjoy. Nay, ſome have ſuft 
| fered from it even to death. The latter ſeems ra- 


| : 5 ther to be, or to reſemble, an inſpiration, in which the 


divine cauſe takes away, or ſuperſedes, our human 
- afirmity. Therefore, by our church, moſt properly: | 
tiled The Peace of Gad. Nor let Centaurs imagine, 
Bs, that this peace is occaſioned by the ſmallneſs of the 
Jex. No. IE paſſetb all underſtanding; and is, ſtritly; | 
| ſpeaking, * ſpecimen, an actual WR heaven, 


1 


— 


Fox, indeed; the fu rome 1 3 gadmifery, of. 
| rational beings, through all variation of circumſtances, 


_ and through. every perigd of their exiſtence, is of a 


Diece, or of the ſame kind. Thoug Perhaps, in no 


õ periods of it, of the ſame proportion, or degree. 
| Therefore, heaven and hell, bow diſtant ſoever ſome. 


wink them, are real, though not- fully, on./earth, | 


Whereever, and whenever, their-cauſes; that is; vit- 

tue and vice, exiſt, they will exiſt, in a meaſure Cor, . 

_ reſpondent ta tham. What · then are the good aud bad 

| but the wretched and happy? He, whoſe" ſoul re- 
| n OY like 1 that 


1 builds. 
— 4 & 


On PLEASUR®B 109. 


bullds on the waves, if ſtorms ariſe, may be toſſed; 
hut not endangered. Or, grant the worſt, thoſe tu- 
multuous billowgabat * en rock him to reſt 
eiten. e wif 


When the good man lies down t to. reſt, no fears : 
from the dangers of the night break through his ſtrong 
confidence in the Divine Protection. When he 
awakes, his firſt thought lays hold on. heaven; 
which gives thro' the conſecrated day, ſuch a ſweet- 
neſs of aſpect and deportment, ſuch a force and firm- 
neſs, to his felicity; that we may venture almoſt to 
ay, He cometh forth as abridegroom from bis chamber. 


and refoiceth, as 4 giant, to run bis courſe. 85 


The Man of Pleaſure: has his ttle clouds at the 

brighteſt, the courſe of his happineſs is retarded by =. 
firaw ;- and any confiderable, ſcarce conſiderable, ac- 
cident puts it quite to death. Not only the neceffaries, 
or conveniencies, but the decorations and ſuperfluities 
of life, are vital to his Geldy felieity: In- any of them. 
he may receive a deep ot deadly wound. Whereas 
they are mere exereſcences to to the good man's happi- | 
neſs; and he has-no-more feeling in them than in his. 
hair, or bis nail: Nay his happineſs is of fa ftrong a 
conſtitution, that it can ftand rea calamities unhurt. 
Nor quits its ſerenily on the confines of the grave; 
which the Man of Pleaſure. but. ill retaing in the ſun- 
wine of life. 2 | 


i 57-41 unges 202 Ed. 
QEwbich 3 inferiority one cauſe is very ob. - 


. N all our Hopes and fears are confined 
3 within 


110 o Pines bus, 


within this: narrow ſcene, what an infapportible' im- 
Portance, what a tyranny over our paſſions, does this 
give it * what demi - gods does it make our fuperiors 
| who. can beſtow, what we no value? We tremble 

before them. What mountains does it make of little 
things, becauſe the greateſt i in our inventory? We 
turn pale, fometimes die, at their loſs. But the firſt 
moment we take God for our protector, and his pre- 
cious promiſes for our. chief portion, our ſuperiors, 
- even kings, thrink to men; and crowns imperial loſe 
their luſtre. Little things are little, and leave our 
Hearts at reſt. As a taper to the ſun; ſuch the ſun 
to the glories that Hall be revealed. Looking to the 
eloſe of the drama, we reſume dur native dignity; _ 
nor are longer over-awed on the ſtage, by our fel- 


4 lows z. or, perhaps, our inſerors behind the ſcene. 
Nay, ſometimes, on it too. When, like poor Alta 
mont, they are forced to change their plume for the 
warm cap of ſickneſs; and are unbuttoning their 
| TN" on the bean dera, and dea. 22 


on malt this, or one day, be e the caſe? aſter Lavin 

Tun. the ; gauntlet | of diſappointing, painſul, pleaſures, 
aud, for ſome years being afflicted with. gelights; 
to drop 33 unlamented, infamous, inte pu- 
niſhment far greater, , for the pyniſhment they 77 
already undergone—Of h human þ pineſs wha 

mal account is this? Yet this is the true. $94 

| therefore, enquire if it is not worſe than they ILY 
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| | «i Our Men If Pleaſure affect much being MBs 

f * Honour too; that is, 8 — as 5 
li 1 diſſolute: 
i : 

| 8 
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On PLieagUnE, N 


—— or, ia other warde, they will not ſtoop to 
mean and little viees : they deal only in great. uy 
| ſcorn to pick a pocket; but wiumph in 
chroat. If their immaculate honour is. 3 by 
| word, look, er thought, then they trample all the 
laws of hh cen Juſtice, and en, without re- 
and The Aa, of A coghther, But how thall L 5 
enquire ? How ſhall I know the heart of theſe men ? 
And that only ean inform me right. Let us then con- 
ider what theſe mens prayer would be, if they prayed: 
at all. For what is a prayer, but addrefling to ſome a 


ſuperior powers the real deſires of our hearts ? 


Thus then. J will ſhew you an exat picture of 
their hearts, There was ſo maſterly. a copy of a ca- 


pital picture of ulis Remane, taken by one of his 
ſcholars, that he ſwore it was his own. original draw» 


ing. I hope ſo to copy their hearts, that they ſhall 


imagine, that it is nat I, but they. themſelves, that 


ſpeak. The deſires. of their hearts, if cloathed in 
words, would run to the following purpoſe.— But, 


fut, this caution : Let not that offend pious ears, 
which paſſes in an impious heart; and which, for the 
fake of piety (though, perhaps, not. without ſome 
ſhock to 80 is drawn out into light. | OY 


- The ProrLiGATE's Paar. 
\ Thou! whoſe omnipotence is but a ſecond at- 


1 tribute, an able ſervant to thy delight. Thau 
| „ fountain of rain! as ſucb : adore thee. 


66 * Pleaſure : | 


2 ; 


0 PoE u RE: 


"SG; Bleafure-alone. makes me devout ;. and let 1 
advance my Pleaſure. For I am not more devout, 
than modeſt; I aſk not, yet, for heaven. Give 
% me my heaven on earth. Let Mabomet s paradiſe 
«. deſcend, and bleſs me on this fide the grave. Let 
my honour too ſhine before men; and let none ſee 
«. my heart but Thee. Mocrem peccatis, & frau- 
16. dibus objice nubem. Give my luſts a long and pro- 
are reign over me; and let not religion ap- 
% proach to hurt me. Lead me into temptation, and 
give me ſtrength to comply with.it. And deliver 
4 me from all evil, that may mar my delights. Let. 
* me be (as I have been) a brute while. I Lire, cel | 
„an ge (if 252 there are) ww I die.” 1 


0 the good: man Hocke at this ? Yes; 2d 10 
len too. - Few know the foulneſs of their own 
hearts. A famous modern, when, in an age he had 
loſt his underſtanding, paſſing by a looking-glaſs, 
_ cried out in compaſſion, © Poor old man !” not know- 
ing it to be himſelf. Thus the profligate; at ſight of 
- this mirror, equally ignorant, no doubt will cry out 
in ſorprize, '* Horrid wretch?!” I anſwer, therefore, 
to the queſtion above, vis. "Is it not wor ſe than they 
deſerue Phat - Men. of al het Ons being. 
judges, deſerve the worſt⸗ 


In contraſt to this. (and ſure it wants an An dote): 
accept that piece of devotion you deſired on your 
friend's account; er 4 it 12. ol TONY: little ſer- 
vice to kim... N 
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Devout Tuovents of the Retired PENITENT. 


E S, bleſſed, ever bleſſed be the Divi vine m- 
dulgence for bis. How wanted, how wel- 


| come, this aſylum? this receſs? Here earth holds 


its peace ; and heayen's voice can be heard. Hea- 
ven's voice, if we liſten, ever ſpeaking in the hu- 


* man heart. Here let me eommune with my fo long- 


1 


anxious heart; which has frequently called on me 
=: 


-66 


= 


6c 


for an audience, and found me pre-engaged. Or 


elſe, the rude world broke in on our conference; 


and fatally puſhed it off till a farther day, Though 


(hocking to conſider !) though a ne eter - 5 
« nity often chid wy delay. 18 wy] | 


« « While the noiſe of the world beats its ! in 


* cour ears; and its buſtle, and hurry, throws its duſt: 


Ss; 
61 
61 


44 


40 
11 


40 


in our eyes; who can hear the ſoft whiſpers of 


conſcience, or read the ſtrong demands of reaſon, | 


though written in capitals, on the compoſed and 
diſenchanted heart? I now read, hear, and trem- 


ble. I tremble at that, in which I once triumph- 
ed. I bluſh at that, of which I, once, was vain. 


Ob, Pleaſure! Pleaſure ! what art thou? The 
death of reaſon. ' And with reaſon dies the whole 
i heaven, as well as character, of man. . 


„ The cloud now a little broken, which wrapped 


OE 


„me up in night, look round, my ſoul enlarged! 
and ſay, where, or what am I? An immenſity 
around me! an eternity before me! a ſhadow, my. 


ce 
«c 


«ac 


ae a moment, * time! a vapour, 1. life! 


= <6 jury Erg en ue wy org) Shall k bi f. 
angel from heaven wait my better leiſure? Bid the 
« great Father of angels defer his call till to-mor- 

« raw? — What, O my ſoul! if He ſhould call no 
% more!—Goog God! If He ſhould call no more? 
&« If He ſhould leave thee to-thyſelf inlet 1 : 
«1 | hope ? Where, chen, is man wy 


; us Men, deſperate mes, the hf x moment ee 
for himſelf, and impatient of controul, takes the 
< Tein into his own mad hands; the firſt moment he 
is at liberty, he is the greateſt of ſlaves. How 
e hacked! how harafs'd ! how ſtarved Tn the 
* midft of his riots, what 4 famine of joy? None can. 
be wiſe for time, that are fools for eternity. Dread- 
ful independence ! the firſt moment man quits hold 

« of his Creatot, he drops! In UiftraQion. and ruin, 
Thi how unfathomed bis fall,” 11 


5 | *® Out of that deep, Si: O'Lord! 
Lord, hear my voice. Diſſolve the charm that ties 
I me down to delights trifling, terreftrial, infernal ; and 

give me wings to rife into day, and reach-the things. | 
* that belong to my peace. Where is the creature, 
© which Thou baft made? Where is the heart, 
which Thou haſt given? This ſink of pollution! 
4 this neſt of all vices l ĩt could not come from Thee. 
No, 1 have ſhatched it qut of thy blefſed hand, 
« and let it fall in the mire. What is it to me, that 
« thy mercy is over all thy works, ince [am a not 4 what 
23 r haſt made E- 
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| | * I have flept on a precipice, and dreamt I was in | 
| « heaven. "Slept on its very brink ; though venge- 
.« ance frowned over me, and flames roared beneath. 
| «4. What horrors awake me! What a gulph lies before 
me! What mercy has ſaved mel Where had I been, 
4 had I died yeſterday ? Oh, let this load, this moun- 
_ © tainous load, on my heart ſink me lower, and 
| «4 theſe pangs before, - before I had been reclaimed. — 
„ Thou,chat beareſt up the Nen of the earth, wp- - 
n lat? Where*-ob where? —And | 
T eternal too! Eternal O Lord, CIO” - : 
nm i OL Can h 


- ib Than glorious, God. who aue 44 1 
jet me clicab above creation ; and ſoar into thoughts 
of Thee. How I wander up and down, bewilder- 
ed and benighted, through the boundleſs of ſuch a 
6 contemplation? Where, what, who, how, art 
Thou? Source of all Being! Centre of all Good! 
« Great Antient of days! before the birth of time! 
% beyond the comprehenſion of angels! Filler of Im- 
© menfity! who lookeſt down on the higheſt ; and 
2M the loweſt doll 8 !---ſupport even me. 


. _ « Support me white ! labour at ſome idea 4 my 
God but labour in vain. Thou moſt obvious, 

« and moſt occult! moſt preſeat, and moſt abſent 
of beings? how much of Thee is enjayed? How 
< little of Thee is #nown ? I am in Thee, yet can- 
„ not find Thee. | can neither aa Thee, nor 
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116 : on PL E ASSURE. 


to Thee. Clouds, and thick darkneſs are thy pa- 
vilion! Wonders paſſing wonders, through the 
« moment of time, and the immenſe of eternity; 
* th e _ 3 th y Pe e M 


0 Before 6 haber 0 my bull art 6650 to. 
* end thy eauſe; to pour out thy deep ſorrows, 
© and deeper ſins; to tremble out thy complaint ? 
Oh! let me annibilate myſelf before Him. Nor 

i aureteb, nor man, nor angel, is any thing in His 
« fight, till be is nothing in his own: Who, Lord! 
« ever thought on Thee, and-was not confounded ?' 


And give me leave to add, Who, Lord! ever 
1 prayedto Thee (as he ought), and was not bleſſed ?” 


« For which infinite mercy, from the firſt thrones in 


| 4 heaven, to the meaneſt worm on earth, be payed 


all homage, praiſe, and nene conſtant, pro- 
<< e . and eternal? | | 


4 


Parr . 


« Are FR that pray, bleſſes 2-.-But what i is. that 


1 to me? Dare I to pray? To whom is prayer addreſ- 
« ſed? Oh! how dreadful in majeſty ! more dread- 


wy 2 in vengeance ! dreadful to the bleſſed above! 
more dreadful to man! more ſtill. to the "ſinner !' 


« ao then to the deepeſl in fin? May not I then, 
« ſay (as is faid, Lord God Almighty,. of thy bleſſ-. 
ed Self), Hell is open before me; deſtruction hath 
« na covering? Where then ſhall 1 fly ? I cannot fly. 


< from * me. I dare. not ſtand. in it. Should. 
D | « Link 


; s . * * 
* 
o 


7 


* 


J y ³Ä A. i. 2 a 
5 * 1 Ws a - * ö 4 
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„I fink to the centre, I am fill in thy fight. Even 
«« darkneſs detects me! even flight brings me nigh ! 
„Oh l Thou that doſt light the ſun, as a taper; 'r 
tread it out, as a, ſpark! Why till in being, a 
« wretch ever deſtined to - nh Oh! let me be no- 
4 FOB: or, let me be Thine. „ 4 ori. 


«< "An what a nothing, indeed, am I? What a 


nothing compared, is man ? Thou that inha- 
c biteſt eteraity! my foundation i is inthe duſt. Lord 


e moſt Holy! I was conceiyed. in ſin. God moſt 
Mighty! what weaker than man? Great! Holy ! 


Mighty! Three Perſons, and One God! Creator! 


„ Redeemer:! SanCtifier! Three Benefactors, and 


One Being | with what indignation doſt Thou be- 


hold a wretch of ſuch complicated gale? a ſinner 
«rs T hee, to the Public, 1d . 


4 And dare 1 then appraech ? The preſumption 5 


4 © how great- 2---But greater to forbear. To ſin is 


„bad: To deſpair i is fatal. Oh ! merciful Jeſus! - 
„ what refuge, but in Thee! Vet date I not meet 
thy face: I come trembling behind Thee. If I 
touch but the hem of thy garment, I ſhall be whole. 


| 4 Even dogs may eat of the crumbs that fall from 
their maſter's table. For that bountiful grant, 


« what adoration is due? With proſtration profound 
] cannot but adore. What adoration is equal? 1 
<« cannot adore aright. Or could I; I am un- 


© worthy to lift an eye to thy throne. My incenſe 


has no odour ; my anthem, no praiſe. 
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118 On PLEASURE. 


But Thou, Lord, wide as the arch of heaven, 
doſt extend thy compaſſionate arms to receive a re · 


« turning world. As the ſands of the ſen are thy mer - 


„ cies, and (with horror Jet me ſpeak it) »7y tranſ- 
« greſſions. I have looked on an unfeeling heart, az 

** a quiet conſcience : On a multitude of ſinnere, as 
4 an apology for fin : And on the faſhion of the world, 

4 as a repeal of thy laws. I have been thankleſs, 


. for what Thou haſt moſt bountifully given: Senſe- 
jeſs, of what Thou halt more bountifully pto- 


* miſed : Provoking, under the greateſt obligations: 


« Peeviſh, and impatient, under the ſmalleſt evils: 
KRiotous under thy judgments: And by thy bleſ- 


« ſings, moſt unbleſſed : I turned them into 9 5 5 ; 
« And by wy proſperity was ONE. 


« T have ſtudied iniquity : as a e Poon vain 


of diſtinction in it; and aſhamed of my duty: 1 


* have bluſhed at the glance of a man, and a man moſt 
« miſtaken; and ſet my face as a flint againſt reaſon, 
« and againſt Thee: I have even borrowed infidel 

6 fcraps for the credit of the day; and rua in debt 
« fpr deſtruQtion: Time given for repentance, I 
turned over to folly ; and made the Divine Mercy 
4 A promoter of ſin. Nay, I have ſinned even be- 
« yond my power. What ſchemes have I laid, 


«& which . thy goodnefs diſappointed ? How many 
© crimes have J committed, which never came to 


Sal ** 
„ With 


On PLEASURE. 119 


„With ſuch /overflowings of ungodlineſs 1 
« quenched Thy bleſſed Spirit, I have trod, with thy 
« Divine Laws, thy precious blood, under foot: 


„All this, Lord! Thou knoweſt; and yet I ſtill live 
All this Thou haſt ſeen; and yet haſt Thou 
held thy peace. Thou haſt ſhortened thine arm ; 


and curbed vengeance in air; though called for (if 
6 12 can call for . Yengranee): to fall on my 
46 bead. . 5 185 


4 "oy wks Loid? oY Then W me? 


% And forborne when thine arrows went abroad : 


Though I ſtood in the firſt Tank of offenders ; nor 
« ever lifted up the ſhield of devotion ; quite naked 
in fin. My leſs vitious companions fell frequent 
10 around me; and diſmal was their fall. 1 Waſhed 
« off its memory in the next welcome debauch ; 
and the juſt cauſe of remotſe but redoubled my 


« guile. By admonitions unadmonithed, by thy mer- 


cies unſoftened, by my own ſentiments unawed, by 
% my own conviction unconvinced, I cenſured their 
conduct, and trod on in their ſteps. I deplored 
e their ſad exit, and poſted ou to my own: Becauſe 
« ſpared, when moſt obnotious, 1 thought m 
« immortal. In every path of Pleaſure, in 


“ flight of ambition, what gay, ſanguine, multitudes 
« of thoſe born after me, and in every promiſe f 
© life to be placed before me, have I ſeen riſe, bloom, 
triumph, languiſh, decay, and die? What a my- 
« ſtery of mercy is this? And what a miracle of 
„ madneſs am I ? Amid this mighty 152 e 


„ am 


1 


a 2 — 5 - EW» J * . 2 * 8 * 2 * 3 + — * I - &% 
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% am I dill alive 2--- While 1 doubt if 1 ful fre; 1 

live on in my crimes. Nay, my very repentance 
_« increaſes the number. 5 * N ; 
0 o rag] orgy wy * | 


p A * 1 mm. kf 4k s 


790 Lord! from that 1 debe towards 
«© which the cherubims lift up an eye in vain, bow 
« down thine ear, and hear.---O.Lord hear me not. 
« For what have I to plead? what excuſe to coyer, 
„ what palliation to ſoften, my guile ? Can my con- 
« feſſion of fin weigh aught in my favour? I fear, 
« not, a grain: for wherefore have I confeſſed my 
_ tranſgreſſions ? becauſe I could not conceal them. 
% Thou knoweſt even thoſe, that are unknown to 
10 .myſelf. But then, Lord! 1 have been tempted.-- — 
cv Ves; and I have courted temptation. Frail na- 
© ture has ſeduced me. And have I not indulged my 
* ſedacer? Public example bore hard on me.---And 
2. rejoiced i in that excuſe. I have ſinned with 1 my 
e fathers,--- True, but I have ſinned beyond them. 
% What age for indulgence has fo looſened the fein? 
1 And who, in ſuch an age, has ruſhed. farther in 
* ill than the vretch at thy r 


» 70 But is there Pcs in r no 
3 dawnings of good ? no pretenſions, at leaſt, to vir- 
tue, to lighten the loaded ſcale? Ves; I have 
4 been an advocate for virtue That 1 might re- 
” move all obſtruftions i in vice. Thave gone to thy 
| | _ + tempke 


1 


4 S 


: "os PLEASURE. 121 


—:: ß 


ce prayed But wiſhed not what I aſked. 


(c 


of eternal death. 
world, I faw nothing; but what had been hetter 
unſeen, what made me blind to Thee. 
thy Divine attributes break in upon me, like the 
morning ; and awake me to thy preſence. 


I have 


aimed at humility—Out of pride. I have given 


But without charity. I have been kind, the very 


kindeſt of men—To gain power of being cruel, as 
the moſt malignant of foes. My devotion to 
Thee has been abſolutely declined ; yet never 
have I repented, but of omiſſions in guilt: nor ever 
had a darling joy, but . is the parent of my 


Fe . 


« On auer my own heart, that abyſs of cor- 
ruption, T find there is hardly a virtue which my 
hypocriſy has not worn as a maſk ; hardly a vice 
which my preſumption has not ated under it. By 
theſe abandon'd means bringing into diſcredit virtue 
of others the moſt ſincere ; and making more 


heinous my own deepeſt guilt: to the public a 


icarce leſs pernicious peſt, than a fatal aſſaſſin to 


myſelf. Thus, Lord! all my pleas but inflame 
my indictment; and nn ev ates but diſcovers 8 
ter crimes. e 35 


< Bile; as 10 Uedver new crimes in myſelf by my 
on awakened reflection; by the gift of thy Grace, 
{ diſcover new goodnels, new glories, new wonders, 
in Thee. I have lived in darkneſs, in the ſhadows 
I wrapped myſelf up in the 


But now 


I fee 


Vor. IV. * ö 


e V LEASURE. 


Thee in every. thing. And 9 1 K acre. And 
'% adoring. tremble. TR. 


% « 


66 Thine attributes at orice; al lebten e pour me; worry | 


ſtrike me, like him of Tarſus, thy leſs perſecuting 
foe; they ſtrike me to the duſt. Thy moſt aweful 
Omnipreſence; thy moſt incomprehenſible Glory; 
thy moſt unbounded + wiſdom ; exquiſite Juſtice ; 
and ineffable Goodneſs ! Goodueſs, how ineffable ? 
And to me, Lord! to me unſupportable. That 
chief cauſe of my confuſion ! ſevere upbraider of 


my conduct! and terrible aggravation of my guilt ! 


If thy goodneſs thus pains me: what then will thy 
vengeance ? When thy vengeance awakes (cover. 
me, O ye mountains !) When thy vengeance-awakes 
— Oh! mercy ! mercy! mercy !—Thou mighty to 
fave! 1 hire mercy upon me. Ry 


«6 . mercy thou wilt have, thou Father of all 


44 


66 


mercies! of mercy redundant, inexhauſtible, ſource ! 


Thou wilt not condemn him, who condemns him- 
ſelf. Who trembles at his own tribunal. Who is 
ſcarce ſtruck with more horror at vengeance, than 


at guilt. At ſuch guilt! and to ſuch a Maſter ! 
whoſe bounties enabled me ſo fignally to fin; 


and who, my fin ſo _— ſo FOG over- 
looked. 


6 But L repent. Lord! 1 1 * 5 
are theſe eyes? how hard i is this heart ? Strike thou 
the rock, and the waters flow. Let not him, who 


Ta groans under ins tranſyreſſions, groan under thy 
) ' „ „„ . 


On PL E ASU RE. 5 123 
PF diſpleaſure. Thou Giver, Guider, Lover, yea, 


Buyer, of Souls! and, at what a price? Who doſt 
« hear the very thoughts of the wounded at heart? 


« Hear, pity, ſpare! Nor let the Lord be angry, if 
« ] preſume to add - Oh! ſpare thy paternal tender- 


„ neſs, oh ſave it from its averſion ; its frange 


« work. Vengeance is an alien to thy moſt amiable 


4 nature. Ruin is a ſubverſion of thy moſt glorious 
« ſcheme. | e 


„ Though common ſenſe has deſerted me; and a 
« legion poſſeſſed me; though I have contradicted 


my own reaſon ; and fought my own heart, which 


« ſtood in defence of thy laws; though I have 
« ſtruggled hard for madneſs; and taken ruin by 
« force ; yet let not compaſſion be quite a ſtranger 
© in heaven. Let not thine anger burn for ever. 
« Wherefore is the Lord angry, becauſe I am a 
% ſinner? What elſe canſt thou forgive. Becauſe my 
„ fin is great? If pardoned, the greater thy glory. 
Thy ſervant is wicked; but {till a ſervant. Thy 
« ſon a prodigal: but ſtill a fon. Though a ſon's 
« duty has been wanting in me; loſe not Thou, 
„ boundleſs love! all the bowels of a father. Am 

not I the work of thy hand? Do not deſpiſe it. An 
« image of thy majeſty ? Do not blot it out. The 

« price of thy blood ? Oh! caſt it not away. Shall 

things incompatible combine to my deſtruction? 
« Can [ be related to ruin, and to Thee? Let it be 
« thy bleſſed pleaſure to reclaim, not to deſtroy me: 


« if deſtroyed, thy foe will triumph ; if reclaimed, 


"T3 — * there 
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44 there is joy in been and ten times ten — 
« will ſing Ry round. W throne. 


— 


Pa K IV. S j es! 


85 But if I am n pardoned, who then can 8 puniſhed? 
„What ſtains can condemn, if an Æthiop eſcapes ? 
The regions of darkneſs are part of thy creation; 
1 and horrors infernal were not made in vain. My 
* crimes, in themſelves, how great? as committed in 
« defiance of Infinite Majeſty, they are greater ſtill. 
% What then ſhall1 ſay? To what ſhadow of excuſe 
« ſhall I fly? Pardon, Lord! the weakneſs of my 
* reaſon, if I judge, or, rather, hope, amiſs : Thine 
Infinite Majeſty, ſeems to plead for me. Fain would 
« find an advocate in hat; in yt very cauſe, 
206 which maſt e my guilt. 


. For 1 5 my Lord! am L? à poor e of C 
4 [ittleneſs and vanity ; the very centre of infirmities ; 
._« a combination of all cauſes, that can call for thy 

* compaſſion. Frail fleſh, and fleeting ſpirit ! a moth ! 

a worm! a flower of the field! 'T'o-day, and not to- 
«-morrow! at morning, and not at night! not maſter 
« of a moment; not a match for a breeze! A dream 
4% a vapour! a ſhadow! a thing of nought ! poſting 
46 through daily doubt and danger, toil and trouble, 
4 into trodden duſt and aſhes! — 55 


0 8 8h un i 8 if 1 a by | 
% Thee: And now, Lord ! wilt Thou make bare an 
95 n 2 me? wilt Thou lift up a bolt 

« that 


* would not ſhed, did'ſt Thou not take to thy own 
bleſſed lids, which overflowed at the bare proſ- 
pect of its ruin? Who, without pious terror, 


without the greateſt aſtoniſhment, can 
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that can cruſh creation, againſt its meaneſt worm? 
(oh! 'pardon what diſtreſs compels me to plead) 
thine Infinite Majeſty declares againſt it: that 


reſcues the ſinner, though it enhances the fin. Does 
not my meanneſs difarm thy might? Is not the 


On. P LE A SUR BE, 


greatneſs of the offended, the offender's defence? I 


am, indeed, unworthy, moſt unworthy, thy favour : 
but am I not unworthy thy reſentment too? Thou 
that fitteſt on the higheſt heavens, and ſeeſt worlds 


infinite dance beneath thee, as atoms in the ſun! 


— Wilt Thou, oh! wilt Thou, not t remember, that 


] am but duſt? 


1 Yeu tad Thou 5 . it: Thou wilt 


0 


remember thy glorious Self; what antient days 


reſound; what wonders Love Divine has wrought 


of old. For to hom do I cry? Art Thou not He, 


to whom none ever .cried in vain? Who created 
not, but to bleſs: commands not, but to pre erve: 
nor puniſhes, but to reclaim. Who has not more 
relieved, than amazed, with his extremities of love! 


« for art Thou net the ſame Lord, who, though 
© moſt offended, as if Thou wert the offender, be- 
ſeeches us to be reconciled? Who mourns over the 


impenitent? and over the impenitent for ſins againſt 
Himſelf? And when his ſorrow can't prevail, even 
weepsin their ſtead? thoſe tears odurate Jeruſalem 


| think on 
LEY „„ 


* 
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15 theſe things? or, who, without comfort, gi grener 
* than that ? 


1 
| 


PPP 
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« Nor end our healing hopes of comfort here; not 
only to beſeech, commiſerate, and weep, deſcended 
the Lord of Glory, and Eternal Life, but to die. 
And what a death ? And aſter what a life? A 
life of compaſſions, without number, and beyond 
meaſure : What a ſhining progreſs, what a ſtupen- 
dous aſcent in love | He meets the returning pro- 
digal: looks compaſſion on denying Peter: rejects 
not diſbelieving Thomas : admits ſinful Magdalen : 
„ pardons the taken adultereſs : and aſſociates to 
« himſelf, in Paradiſe (where angels caſt their crowns 
at his feet), a thief from the croſs. What a mar- 
« yellous and moſt adorable climax is this? And is it 
* poſſible for love to riſe higher ſtil]? Oh: let it riſe 
" _ and reach even me. 
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« What am I, Thou moſt exuberant Fountain of 
Love! that I ſhould ſet a bound to ſuch compaſſion 
as this? Can ocean be repelled by a ſingle grain on 
e the ſhore? What a triumph of mercy to pluck the 
* ruined from ruin? What an omnipotent action to 
+ fave the moſt loif? Though pleaſure has fooled. 
me ; though reaſon, conſcience, heaven, nay and 
earth too, in one ſcale, has been outweighed by a 
4 feather in the other; though, with Eſau, I fold my 
4. birthright for nothing; yet, Lord! let theſe diſtrac- 
tions of thought, theſe convulſions of heart, theſe 
e pangs of the wretch, if not the prayer of the peni- 
1 tent, reach the foot of th y throne: for His dear 
F 3 66 ſake | 
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8 fake who ſpared not his moſt precious blood ; oh! . 
« ſpare, pardon, bleſs ; yes, bleſs me, even me, O my 


« Father ! Yes, Thou all-ſurrounding, all-prevading, ; 


« all-ſuſtaining, and all-blefling Majeſty of heaven! 
6 bleſs me, even me, O my God 4 


« Thou! whoif thou 3 thy lip it thu * if 
« thou lifteſt thine eye, the ſun is dark: who haſt thy 
« way in the whirlwind; and walkeſt on the wings 


of the wind: who ſitteſt above the heavens, and | 


©* hideft thy footſteps in the great deep! But (above 
« all), whoſe ſuperabundant effluence, whoſe ocean of 
© love, overflows the whole creation! add to theſe 


« wonders one wonder more—the forgiveneſs of 


« guilt like mine: hear the ſuppliant voice, ſee the 
« bleeding boſom, theſe throws, theſe throbs of the 
* moſt vile and abandoned but ' moſt repentant, and 


» heart-broken, of men. 


« Then, Lord! come the worſt, I will not complain. | 


My joy ſhall burſt its way through the frowns of 
« the world; and the ſhadows of death. Then - 
Rleſſings and honour, and glory, and power, be to 


„% Him who ſitteth on the throne, and to the lamb, 


« who. nails fin to his croſs !—Thus will I fing in 


« ſpite, of my groans! Thus will I fing with my 


« laſt expiring breach | Thus will 1 fing for ever, | 


* 08 WOT: 
« Nan. 0 foul! Ame, Amen.” 


| This Sir, i is chat importunate ardent, „ 
e 1 ſpirit 


— 
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7 1:50 fpirit of addreſs, which was ſuitable to the fins of 


the perſon from whom I borrowed it. tt" may poſ- 


_* - ftibly (partly at leaſt) ſuit ſome others. And 1 


thought it inhuman, to gaze, ſo long as I have done, 
on the diſeaſe, without aiming at ſome expedient to 
mitigate its POT. There is a ſovereign balm in 

| Pager: | | | „„ 


I know, Sir, there are certain quietiſts in devotion, 
' fuints of great repoſe in prayer, who may cenſure 
this, as too warm, But, when ſhould we be warm, 
if not when our eternity is at ſtake ? Shall we be warm 
in our vices? and cool in our repentance? Were our 
paſſions given for nothing? or given only as the fer- 
vants of fin? Is it not heaven, but its reverſe, that is 
to be taken by violence ? I, therefore, drop this diſpute, 
not only as unchriſtian, but undeiſtical too: for, if 
there is a God, all our affeQions are too feeble, all the 
wings of our ſoul are too few, to be put forth in pur- 
| ſuit of his favour; and being languid in devotion, is, 
being ſolemnly undevout. If there is a God, he gave 


us our paſſions, as well as our reaſon ; they therefore, 


indeed, reaſon without them, though it may loudly 
tell, will but lamely perform, our duty. How great a 

part of the ſcripture muſt theſe men's kind of eriticiſm 
explode? Poor David muſt break his harp, leſt it give 


. offence. Even angels have their paſſions, nor are any. 


beings exempt from the need of them on this fide the 


i throne of God. Whatever exemption fome may 


fancy in their own favour, let us, my friend, who have 


| ſeen the neceſſity of devotion for others, not negle& 
))))... uteg OR 1012: MF 
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our own. Nor, in the pride of inltructing. loſe the 
| prudence of ſafety. 


You and I, my bind ! lie * two diſadvantages 
in this point: the world's example, and our own years. 
It is an undevout age: and will you not be furprized 
to hear me ſay, that ours is an unde vout period of 
life? —Yet it is moſt certain, that there is a tenderneſs 
of heart, and a ſuſceptibility of awe, with regard to 
God, as well as man, in youth, which in moſt, is want- 

ing afterwards. This want is an enemy we muſt 
fight, and fervent prayer, that word of the ſpirit, is 
the beſt weapon againſt him. Prayer, becauſe the 
moſt eaſy of duties, ſeems, with many, the hardeſt 
to be performed. It coſts them ſo little pains, they 
think they may as well let it alone. Whereas, it is 
the ſupreme, the great, mother-duty ; all other du- 
ties, and virtues, are its progeny ; are brought forth, 
nurſed, nouriſhed, and ſuſtained by it. Devotion is 
the ſole aſylum of human frailty, and fole ſupport of 
_ - heavenly perfection, it is the golden cham of union 
between heaven and earth ;  Leeps mn the bleſſed 
communication; 3 


— 3 facit commercia regni. CLAuD, 


He that has never prayed, can never conceive, and he 
that has prayed as he ought, can never forget, how 
n is to be ined by prayer. 


Dear Sir, 


Tours, 
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LIFE REVIEW, 


Dear o, i 
IN this 2 follow wing letters I ſhall touch on 9 4 
five points: WR iew': The General. Cauſe . = 
of Security. in Sin: 7. 5 5 Age: The Dignity _ 


of Man: The Centaur Reſtoration. to. Humanity, 
The three firſt are natuzally ſuggeſted to me, by the 
world's wickedneſs, and our own ; and our advanced 
time of life. The fourth, vis. The Dignity of Mans 
is naturally ſuggeſted by the notoriety. of its reverſe in 
thoſe, for whoſe ſake: theſe letters are principally 
written. For who. can look on Lucifer in his abyſs, 
without. thinking, of that height from which he fell? 
By which alone we can take any juſt meaſure of his 
calamity. And the fifth point, vis. The Centauri 
Reftorp tion to Humanity, is forceably impoſed on me 
by the tranſporting thought, that ſueb an event is poſ- 
fibl Vet, ſhould i it take place, poſterity will ſcaree be- 
lieve i it; Annalium * nn L. Fro. 


1 beg 


* 
ww * > 


life, ought ſtill, if poſſible, to be taught the leſſon 
they have ſo long neglected; and I offer myſelf gladly. 

for their tutor; tho' I fear they would prefer a teta- 
nothrum to an apotheofis : Their erudition will not 
leave them at a loſs to know what I mean. 
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our grey-headed boys, as Sudbury, Torriſmond, Iron- 


fide, &c. for though beaſts of ſo groſs a claſs as they 
chooſe to rank with, ſcarce deſerve to be brought to 


the manage, yet pupils not yet expelled the ſchool of 


There i is nothing of which men are more Iiberal 


than their good advice, be their ſtock of i it ever ſo 


ſmall ; ' becauſe it ſeems to cirry i in ĩt an intimation of 
our | own influence, impc 


(for you approved it; we, 


oytance or worth. We 
ſay) have beſtowed abun- 
dance of it on our Centaurs, which, I fear, wilt bring”. 
us in but little thanks. Let us, therefore, return 


from abroad, come to ourſelves; and ſee if our export 


of wiſdom may not be wanted at home. We have 


cenſured the aged; are we not ſuch ohrſelyes ? 1s 
there no folly to be found, but at aſſemblies and 
maſquerades ? Or is folly not folly, becauſe it hits our 


on taſte? Let us lay the line to our on conduct: 


Let us _ 8 8 e and ab NIE? into the 2 
4 e. 


= Yes, my friend! let u us une a Not viſie to our 


alien ſelves. They are, indeed, great ſtrangers; 
nor much to be liked: Yet is it a viſit all ſhould me 


{0 * A medicine totake out wrinkles. 


who 


hd 


8 Th with The Review of Life ; and that, tho' 
1 | chiefly for our own fakes, yet alſo for the ſake of all 


UW. 


— 
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who wiſh wal to the future'of life. A Review of 


Life is an employment agreeable but to few ; becauſe - 


none can look back without ſelf-condemnation ; and 
none vill look forward but with ſelf-flattery. But 
though the taſk may be bitter, it is wholſome too. 
Aſk you, What advantage from it?“ 
only way of taking my Centaur's advice, and no 
ing ourſelves, A man can ſee himſelf in retroſpection 
only. When warm in action, he is ever looking on 
ſomething elſe ; on his point in view : Or, if he could 
ſee himſelf, he could not judge aright, either of him- 
elf, or others. While warm in action, gi 

and paſſions, excited by the then preſent objects, and 
incidents, corrupt his judgment. But in a cool re- 

view, he becomes rather a &y-fander, than the party ; 

and is patient of truth, His then former rivals are no 
longer rivals; therefore he judges better of men. His 
former points of view are no longer points of view 
therefore he judges better of things. He can judge, 
nay he cannot but judge, as nnn, of n 
as of the reſt of mankind. 


Wiſdom i is the ow of expeiience: But expe- 
rience is not the growth of action, but of reflection on 


it. In an active life is ſown the ſeed of wiſdom ; but 


he, who refleQs not, never reaps ; has no harveſt 
from it but carries the burden of age, without the 
wages of experience; nor knows himſelf old, but 
from his infirmities, the nn, and _ con- 


„ lathe fontifpiece. | | 


It is the - 
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tempt of kind: And wh: at has age if it Ugo not 
eſteem ?—Ir has nothing. | e | 
Bern my friend! Abe y 145 Fo hs E 
different paths, which ſevered our fortune, not our 
affeQion, we have run our race; and now approach 
its end. Jaded with our long journey, the ſpur of 
ambition blunted, and our ſpirits off their ſpeed, we 
are glad of reſt. In which, reflection on the paſt is 
not only wſefu!, but extremely natural. Look on 
the ſtormy ſea, whoſe billows reach the clouds; then 
on the peaceful lake, where the feather, or fallen leaf 
lies unmoved; and you ſee the difference between 
the cool evening, and warm meridian of man. Re- 
flection is as natural to one, as action to the other. 
Unsctive youth, and unreflecting age, are equal 


blanks in the book of life. Man varies no leſs than 


_ thoſe varying inſects at which he wonders, In his 
morning he crawls ; long ere noon, flutters and flies; 
at evening, chilled into languor, he creeps into cor- 
ners, lies hid, and ſleeps; or, if awake, having but 

little ground before him, nor that the beſt: How 
naturally he looks back on the paſt ? How naturally 


bis winter's evening calls for its tale? And to ſelf- 
_  Jove; what tale ſo natural as our own ? How idle 


wever our tale has been, if we can draw ſome moral 
from it, that will abate its inſignificance, and give 
3 i tome little r pepe 191 wiſer wed the ren 


And want we not to be ae + On how: many 
a n en enmities, raſh prefump- 
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tions, cowardly deſpairs, unmanly flatteries, bold in- 
decencies, idle ſchemes, airy hopes, groundleſs fears, 
opportunities loſt, admonitions ſlighted, eſcapes un- 
acknowledged, evils improved, bleſſings neglected, 

and trifles admired; on what a ſwarm of infirmities 
] look back with ſhame ? How ambitious have we 
been in our attachments, not aware that all, mot 
worth our ambition, we can give ourſelves? How 
fearful of expences, not aware, that, till it eſcapes. 
the gripe, and takes its flight into ſome prudent uſe, 
money is not wealth; that it truly becomes ours only 
by our parting with it ? How fond have we been of 
applauſe, not aware that human, ſeparate from ſu- 
perior. applauſe, is the greateſt vanity, as well as 

the moſt common purſuit, in life? How plainly I 1 
now ſee, that few things are more pernicious than too 
keen an appetite for applauſe, except a bold defiance 
of juſt reproach ? That makes coxcombs ; this, fe- 
lons; this calls for deteſtations ; that, for contempt. 


How plainly do I now ſee, that our ignorance has 
been great? How often have we been ſo idle as to 
complain of our wants ; that is, of our capacity of 
being happy : For, without wants, there would be no 
deſires, and, without deſires, no gratification of them; 
and, without gratification of deſire, no happineſs ; for 
buman happineſs, nay the happineſs of all created 
9 conſiſts in ROY elſe. 


| What on retroſpe appears to me to be the capital 
mich of man, is, that ſtrange aſcendant which his 


* — 
; e 2 
5 * = * — 
Ne i METH. 1 7 RO 8 
D oy 9 I RG EV 004 
- 


r 


= 


tac 


c 5 C * 
. 


13 L1rz's Review. 


wiſhes have over his underſtanding : It is this makes 
a Centaur. How. often have we looked on our 
_ Wiſhes as infallible arguments for the certainty of what 
we defired ; when others ſaw it was an impoſlible 
point ? And of this capital weakneſs, a capital inſtance 
is, that dying men can ſcarce believe that they ſhall 
die. Are we not now as thoſe yellow autumn leaves, 
which the firſt blaſt ſweeps away? Yet we ſeem o 
think the green bud hardly more tenacious of the 
fem. 


? 


On e review, this is ſtranger ſtill: Our 


friends are our ſtrongeſt ties to life: When theſe are 
cut, what but folly can renew the charm ? What 
Te-engage our diſenchanted hearts? And what, in 
my retroſpect, is an object more obvious, or ſtriking, 
than yonder enſigns of death? How the tyrant 
_ triumphs ? What numerous monuments riſe over the 


cold boſoms that once warmly received us? That 


ſhared our councils, our ambitions, our pleaſures, 


and our heatts ? Their epitaphs collected would 


make a volume: A volume how inſtructive, if read 
aright? A friend's monument is a friend's legacy; 
and a richer to the conſiderate, than any parchment | 


can convey. What, for the moſt part, is human 
wiſdom, but the melancholy growth of a bleeding 


heart? The thought of death is the directing helm 
of life, and be beſpeaks a wreck, who lays 1 it oo: | 


O my friend! how rapid the human march > Men 


are in haſte; how they hurry over the ſtage ? Where 


are thoſe luminaries in every various walk of fame. 
in 'every kind of excellence, and renown, who moſt 


7 | | 5 fired 
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fired our ambition, and provoked our envy? Are 
they not paſſed away as April ſhadows over the 
field; or, by the fire- ſide, a winter's tale? Are not 
| thoſe far-ſeen ſhining lights gone out apace after 
one another, as little ſparks in the fired leaf, or paper, 
leaving us nothing but aſhes behind ? And in their 
aſhes is there nothing to be found but forrow ? May 
we not light on a little prudence in them? 


Sorrow, indeed, predominates. Oh, recent wound! 
Sorrow how juſt ? Whom. loſt we the very laſt moon? 
— Loſt wwe? That is vainly ſaid: Whom loſt the 
public? Whom the whole nation? Few have left it ht 
more worthy all love, and eſteem, than our friend 1 
deceaſed . He was made by nature to be beloved; 
and intitled by virtue to be admired. - 


Auen ſemper amatum, 


Semper honoratum, fic Dii voluiſtis, Babebo. V In. 


Well had it been, if we, like him, had ſought 
eſteem; but we would not pay the price. Love we 
thought would come cheaper; and ſeeking that, were 

in danger of loſing both. The wiſe world will part 
with nothing, but by force. Love cannot be com- 
pelled, eſteem may. And, when it is, we lay in it, 
at the ſame time, the ſureſt foundation for laſting 
love. | 


My retroſpe& ſhews me a tranſitory love of which 
we have been too fond. A love often beſtowed by 
great ones, on thoſe whom they cannot eſteem. 

„ This 


140 Lirz's Rrview. N 


This love, ſuppoſing i it ſterling, I ( Pultus ego !) re- 
turned in kind: But I do not repent it. I may not 
repent of my virtue: For, my friend ! there-are two 
forts of charity in the world, and which the greateſt, 
is hard to ſay. We are bound in compaſſion, to help 
the poor to live, and the rich to enjoy; who feel a 
pain peculiar to themſelves, that of being mocked by 
abundance, which denies them their expected happi- 
neſs; happineſs in proportion to their purſe. All! 
learn from ſuch ardent lovers (for ſuch generally 
they are) is, that it is dangerous to dip into moſt 
men below the ſurface, left our curioſity ſhould rob 
us of our good opinion of them. Much decorum, 
little homage, is requiſite. My whole life tells me, 
that a juſt demand for eſſeem is ſacred, but rare. We 
may well afford to pay it, when it is due Nor muſt. 
our love be with-held, where it is not. Univerſal 
love enjoined, is deſigned as an antidote againſt re- 
ciprocal contempt; and as a diſcipline to human pride, 
_ which muſt ſtoop to love men in their infirmities and 
faults : Nor is it more our-duty, than our prudence ; 
how elſe could we hope quarter for our own ; which 
both tell us of other faults, and bid us Feats them. 
For many of them we ſhould not ſuſpect, but from 
the whiſpers of their parallels ia pur own boſoms. 
And therefore, by not forgiving them, we condemn 
ourſelves. If, then, we would be forgiven by our- 
' ſelves, or others, we mult forgive. A truth for 
mw : n * n ne | 85 


| What 1 like leaſt in this ſurvey, for fear it ſhould 


prove our own caſe, i is this; I find- old men apt to 
ag think | 


WEE ES RT” 
think well of themſelves, not becauſe they fly vice, 
but becauſe vice is fled ; repute themſelves virtuous, 
becauſe free from boys ares: ; ſet down impotence 
for victory; and. triumph, becauſe they have not 
_ fought, becauſe they meet no foe. And what makes me 
even tremble, is, I ſee ſome, who, blameleſs in youth, 
are overtaken by folly when in years, and (of all ſights 
the moſt deplorable ) I fee them dragged by their 
white beards into the fouleſt enormities. Faults 
which are the natural growth of the diſtin& periods 
of life, may meet with ſome toleration: But the mon- 
ſtrous growth of vices out of ſeaſon no man ſpares: 5 
hecauſe the hot- beds of Lucifer only can raiſe crimes, 

in which nature has no band. 


Heaven avert [TONE us ſuch an end! for, far from 
blameleſs was our beginning. In our early days 
(called the days of innocence), we had our little vil- 
lainies; our vice in miniature: As years and tempta- 
tions increaſed, in years leſs ripe, than in iniquity, we 
were no petty criminals, before we were men. We 
wiſhed, indeed, for wiſdom; but what wiſdom would 
have avoided, we made our favourite choice; what 
wiſdom would have choſen, we bid wait till to-mor- 
row. Frequent were our quarrels with our faults ; 
but rarely puſhed on to a parting. Pleaſure had its 
charms, and virtue its efforts ; and ſometimes, in a 
paſſion, threw its rider. But triumphs of paſſion are 
'but ſhort. No rebukes are ſo powerful as thoſe from 
our own conduct. Affords not this, then, a ſtrong 
caution for the future? The diſtempers of the paſt 
periods of our les are the beſt antidotes for thoſe to 


come. Ee ) 
Retro - 
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| RetroſpeRtion informs me, Ie was, now, open war 


with our enemy; now, perfect peace: How eaſy ſin 


fat on our hearts ; and called itſelf ſpirit, wiſdom, 


any thing but what it was? When ſome merciful dif. 
Cipline awak d us from our trance, we fought ; and 
we conquered : But what was our conqueſt ? Such 


as rather marred our wrong enjoyments, than wedded 
us cloſely to the right. We called the right our be- 


loved, our ſpouſe; but often committed adultery a- | 


gainſt it; thus loſing the joys both of the finner and 
the ſaint : So motley a creature is man; as mutable, 
as God is fixed. Ours, indeed, was no uncommon 
caſe : But others faults are not our abſolution. An 


abſolution it is, however, with which many are con- 
tent : Though his, Holineſs could ſcarce give his 


faints one more ineffectual and vain. 


who! is bi wy dr Hin. that can abſolve us, ot 
condemn ? — Lock through thy whole paſt life, and 
anſwer. What year, nay, what day, has paſſed unim- 


powered to vouch for hi: clement, and abſolute reign ? 


Cee I not, in numberleſs inſtances, the naked hand 


of Providence ſtretch'd out, as it were, on this fide 
the clouds, pointing us to good? Now, ſhewing how 


little this world can give, by pouring on us the full 
enjoyment of it; to turn our hearts on a better. Now, 


ſhewing us, by the calamities of others, how much 


ve may ſuffer in this world; to keep us in awe, 
though ourſelves were unhurt. Now, breaking to 
pieces all our own ſchemes, and raiſing our happineſs 
out of their ruins; to teach us humility, gratitude, 


and on Whom to rely ; ſhewing us, that moſt of our 


triumphs 


A” mY &£&A . . 


triumphs are errors ; and our diſappointments, eſcapes. 
Now bringing us, when moſt ſecure, to the brink of 
the grave; to repreſs preſumption. Now ſnatching 
us from it, when paſt, all human help; to kindle 


| devotion, and forbid the pain of deſpair. Now de- 


feating us in ſpite of all our wiſdom ; now bleſſing 


us in ſpite of all our folly : bleſſing, to ſweeten life ; 


the contrary, to wean us from it: and thus, in both 


worlds to provide for our welfare, as far as the nature 
of enn will admit. 


What a eforions image of Divine EY is this? 
The wiſeſt cannot pay half its due in their higheſt opi- 
nion, nor the beſt in their profoundeſt acknowlege- 


ment, of it. And can we not ſhew as inglorious a 
portrait of human weakneſs in ourſelves? How are 


our two different paths of life equally ſtrew'd over 


with follies ? with follies thick as autumn leaves ! but 


not thick enough to hide our faults: So numerous 
both, that I am quite difinclined to look longer back- 
ward; and haſten, for refuge, into ſome change of 

thought. And here, ſhall only add, that man over- 


looks the moſt inſtruQive . in his Rs ol he reads 
not mann 1 1 9 


And now, I 1 you will ſky, that how uſeful, 
and natural, ſoever Life's Review may be, yet you 
can find but little pleaſure in it. In it there is no 
pleaſure to be found, but what has coſt us ſome pain; 
but what we have fought our way to, through na- 

ture's pd le n and beſieging temptations. Un- 
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bought a is not the growth of north: This ia 
a militant ſtate ; nor muſt man unbuckle his armour, 
till he puts on his ſhroud : For the moſt victorious 
veteran may meet with a defeat. Nothing in Life's 
Review can give delight, but what we may call our 
trophies, or ſpoils taken i in war. All elle i is $ vaniſhed 
as a e. 


. ” * * s « 


| What have I faid 7 d as a dream !—Would 

to God it was! 'tis not! Far from it ! Every moment 

is immortal! Every moment ſhall return, and lay its 

whole freight, nothing loſt, its every whiſper, every 

thought, before the Throne: the throne of Him 

who ſent it to Man on that commiſſion ; and com- 
mands it back, at the ſtated day, to make its report; | 
to be regiſtered in eternity, for the peruſal of angels, | | 
and the juſtification of their King. Tell our gay tri- 
flers, that there is no ſuch thing as a trifle upon earth. 
[ 
t 


Can any thing be a trifle that has an effect eternal? 
Tell them, though they are ſo well aſſured, that 
there is nothing ſerious upon earth, that time, 

to man, is, in ſome reſpects, a more ſerious ſeaſon 

than eternity; that his eternity is abſolutely the crea- 
ture of time: that tis foul, or fair, rejoices or la- 
ments, as time, om nipotent time ! (that trifle which 
they throw away) ordains its fate. If they doubt it, 
let them aſk their jovial I's who died of e 
Were laſt night. 1 


my = Sw 0 re 22 


F | Many, my friend ! his . a . et in 2 
1 better, uſe of time than we have done. Many have i 
1 | been more criminal ; many, more innocent. But E: 
955 | 7 M008 - ; 
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moſt men imagine that innocent, which has a negaſive 
guilt. An idle day is a guilty day, in a life fo ſhort 


and precarious; with more than human thought 


can carry, incumbent on it. There are not more 


1 the ſun than inthe life of a ſaint. ed of 


What chen are 188 85 © my friend 1-1 at balf- . 
glance through life, I perceive, that, though we have 
made a ſhift to creep out of the Augean fable, yet 
have we not ſcaled the temple of virtue: though we 


made the choice of Hereules, yet we wanted his 
ſtrength : though we, ſometimes, lopped one head 


of the Hydra ; yet, too often, ſeven ſhot up in its 
ſtead. Whereas, on the contrary, they that have 
been long taſſed by folly, when once landed on a good 
life, ſhould iurn their fbips; as Ceſar once burnt 


thoſe of his legions on the Brwifh coaſt l 1 mean, that 
the warmeſt reſolution ſhould deſtroy the very deſire 


of embarking i in il z and ſo render a return oor. avg 


ticable. 


Such then, being our feeble attempts, fo. ſlender 
our pretence to wiſdom, it becomes us to give thoſe, 
whom we have ſo freely treated, their revenge, T 
_ confeſs, that, though we are not quite horizontals, . 
| vet neither are we quite upright ; and, though we 


have ſet up for Ins yet ave we not, CE, 
men. | 


A ping? be Herten being 6 pantie 


rity; there are but few to be found. A man is an 


exalted character, dpubly _ ; he is an hero, and 
Vol. IV. EY — a king. 
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a king Few kings are ſo. great, as to reign over 


their own hearts. Few heroes ſo victorious, as to 


drive dominions, principalities, and:powers, before 


them. Both theſe meet in a rea/-man He -ranks, 
in reality, but a little lower than the angels : nor 
O friend! man is a wonderful 
being! Anon, I will tell thee what thou art; and 
ee . 1 8 I will See hike with _ 
ſelf. - L 


At 8 Ge this Darby we hy that we 
are arrived at the character 1 3 mentioned ? No. 


Dare we ſay, it was not in our power? No.— Why 


then this cowardice in a poſible hero? Why this dif- 
loyalty to himſelf, in a poſſible king? Whence this re- 


proach to reaſon and immortality? Whence this inglo- 


rious, and abſolute deſertion f rom our godlike. ſelves ? 
Sounds that too high)? In whoſe Image were 
we made? I foreſee. your objeXtion ; I grant that 
image is impaired : but I quit not my point; I dare 


affirm, that beings which are free; rational, and im- 


mortal, may be gods in due time, Ty Divine 
Grace, if they . / 


i How deplorable our dere om it ? Wiance 

58 this unmanly defect? Know we not that, unleſs our 
conduct is that of a man, it had been better for us, 
if in a lower ſpecies had fallen our lot? Why were 
we called into being? What we have enjoyed alrea- 
dy poorly pays our mother's pain, and our own. 


WMoulaiſt thou repeat thy part in the comedy? act it 


| lo: er 3 *Worildit thou be rejumbled i in this rough 


Theſpian 


* 
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Theſpian cart, dragged on by thoſe two ſkeletons 
half- ſtarv d hope, and panting expectation, through bad 
roads, How: worſe and worſe, and thy fellow-ſtrollers 
ia a conſtant conſpiracy- againſt both thy pay, and 
thy applauſe; how well ſoever thy part is 
performed; how great ſoever thy indulgence ON to 
them? Thou wouldſt not. Here and there, in- 


deed, we might pick up a lucky hour, alboque notan- 


da lapillo, that might make us ſmile again. But na- 
ture, and indeed, reaſon, ſtarts back at the whole. 
If we ſhould find a ſmall pearl in one oyſter of a 
million, it would HOT Fe us Og _ life. 


Wouldſt hon, then, RE to tet? — No, nature 
ſaudders at it. That horn of the alternative wounds 
more than the former: If ſo, our wiſhes, as well as 
our nature, puſh us into eternity. And ſhall we fear, 
; what we wiſh Fear ĩt we muſt, unleſs we provide a 
good reception there. We have provided for tor mor- 
row and to-morrow was not ſatisfied. If we provide 
for eternity, our ſatisfaction will be full. We have 
provided for many years; for more than we ſhall 
ever ſee 3 but not for thoſe which will never end. 


How great the diſhonour, my dear fellow crimi- 
nal ? in us, who were not blind to the grand futu- 
rity, were not cold to the divine rewards ; to let the 
glowing thoughts of -immortality ſo far mingle with 
the dregs of ſenſe ? Is not this, with the wings of an 
eagle, to drop into the mire ? 7 here lies the pleaſure 
Jof which the world is o fond ; that bane of private 
. that preſage of public flavery, that ſure 

> anni- 
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 anvjbilation of a rational creature, and as fare: 48 
ation of a wretch '8ternal. Pleaſure has robbed 
earth of more lives, and heaven of more fouls, chan 
the body collective of all eee Ns their. 
whove . on man. 0 


Our weakneſs, ond our 69 Wa, under be cok | 
_ quences of it, is no uncommon caſe. Bluſbing 1 | 
lock round for its fatal.cauſe.,, And do. I not find bl. 
where if found, it muſt increaſe my conſuſon? No | 
T nat find it in the great gaadveſs of God? If ſo, IM © 
how muft 2b reproach and brand the deep ingrati- 
tude of man ? And, I think, I find it there. | 
The Grun CAUSE #6 Sxeu- 
f R ITY LY SIN. i f 
8 I y 
_ confider, my OY; friend! bet FEW he Ml © 
do that ventures-to continue in ſin? He cannot l 
. defy the wrath Divine; that is not in man. He can- ; 
not acquieſce under the terror of its co ce: le 
. muſt therefore preſume on Divine mercy. * at 
know myſelf worthleſs, yet earth pours its bleflings. ne 
„I know myſelf worthleſs, yet heaven buys me MW H 
F „ with its blood. What is to be feared, what is not M 2s 
TH e to be hoped, from ſuch a God? Be my crime: „. 


« what they will, ſome yet unrevealed expedient wil . fo 
7: © be found for my ſafety. For God is Lowe.” Thus, MW 
Ti 5 poſſibly, he may ras and thus, at once, do two 
1.5 ſtrange things: cite Scripture to his ruin; and wake 
q e rener nm he Dot 


ö * 


ics ne * 


certainly wiſhes, and wonts. But there is no ſucb 


Hie ſees no merit; He knows we are worthleſs, 


we, He knows that we are — immortal. That there- „„ 
. fore (moſt intereſting, and moſt alarming thought!) 
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God, indeed, is love : but ſhall man 8 be 
x monſter ? And a monſter i in the judgment of all 
men? All confeſs that there is an admirable conſent 
between the precepts of virtue, and the ſentiments of 
our common zeaſon. All conteſs, that virtue receives 

a conſtant approbation from the uniform verdict of 
our conſciences. All confeſs, that virtue „ 
brings in the greateſt happineſs to ſociety : HE, there- 
fore, that is not virtuous, can give himſelf no fatis- 
factory account; why he was born either with reaſon, 9 
or conſcience, or a deſire of happineſs: ſince he has 1 
nothing of what they all demand from him. And, "if 
therefore, he muſt, appear an unaccountable being; 
that f is a monſter, not only. to others but himſelf. - 


This is more than enough to make vice our aver- 
fon, though God were love to that abſurd degtee, 
which our folly may fancy, and which our vice moſt 


love in Him: It is blaſphemous to ſuppoſe it. God 
is love, and therefore—what ? That which many may 
leaſt expect therefore God is terrible: From whence - 
atiſes his inarvellous love to man? Of man He has 
no need; the Divine happineſs is complete: in man 


as well as we ourfalves * : But then, far better than 


that therefore, we mu/? ſuffer, or enjoy, for ever! 


Gs”: 858 Hence, 
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Hence, be moſt affurcd, my Rk 1 he" regand. 
for man. Hence, for a worm, to-day crawling out 
of the earth; and to-morrow more deſpicably ſtill, 


_ crawling into corruption; his compaſſion, his ſolicl- 


tude, his councils held on high; and all the won- 


ders of his love. Wonders ? much more than won- 
ders to man ; they are wonders in heaven! They 


ſtrike with amazement the firſt angels of light. 


Conſcious of thy own \ meanneſs, canſt thou ſcarce 


believe that Divine indulgence ſhould thus abound ? 


Conſider: God, indeed, called us out of the duſt. 


But he called us into an eternity : An eternity, hence- 


ö for ward, commenſurate with his own: And ſhall not 


his concern be commenſurate in degree, bear a pro- 
portion to his gift? Shall not one ſhew as much of 
the Great God as the other? As He has made us in- 
mortal; He has made us alſo endangered, creatures. 


G that muſt, neceſſarily, ſtand the moſt im- 
portant, and incomprehenſible conſequence of their. 


own doubtful conduct for ever. Does not this abate 


thy ſurprize at ſuch abundant indulgence ?_ It mult. 


if God is lobe, and vouchſafes to look on us in the 
mentioned light. In that light He looks on us. 
Thence his more than paternal bowels of compaſſion 


for the moſt unworthy of men. Thence his omni- 
potence exerted i in giving progh of his love. 3 


But wee: ayelt body is this FRE terrible ? Is 
not that love moſt terrible which tells us we are in 
EE danger | 
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danger of being eternally undone ? And this love 
tells us ſo; for (as I conceive) it never had- exiſted, 
had not that been our caſe. 1 


flew deep FOR and Jeploraide: is their miſtake, 
who preſume to ſin, becauſe God is ſo good; when, 
God is ſo good purely becauſe He knows that pre- 
ſumption will be their ruin? Who preſume on impu- 
nity for fin, becauſe God is ſo good; when God is 
ſo good, purely becauſe He knows that fin, and im- 


punity, are incompatible ? Such men make a demon- 


ſtration of their danger, the baſis of their ſecurity ; 
and fear not hing, becauſe an Omnipotence, that is 


Such men pu il. 


harſher word) condemned for their ſins. 
know that they ſhall die. 


* 


ſollicitous for their welfare. gives proof that He is 
An We 1 ee 


80 winds experience. can- 
not convince them. What their experience of every 
day, every hour proves to be true, they will not be- 
lieve: They doubt, if they ſhall be (not to uſe a 


| Vet they : 
Now, as I take it their 
death is a prelude; and aſſurance of their future con- 


demnation: for, if beings, originally immortal, die 
for another ſin, can it be doubted, but that they 


ſhall be Con 


demned for their own ? And that death 


(which is a demonſtration that ſin ſhall not eſcape un- 
puniſhed) is unavoidable, they are convinced by 
their ſenſes: Unleſs our Centaurs, therefore, lay 
aſide their ſenſes, as well as their reaſon, for the 


WY 


furure they muſt forego vain hopes too frequent, 
| ard : 
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| 'unc\to6 fnguibe, amoug chem: nor longer turn a proof 
of immortality into a preſumption on impunity; 
Heaven's indulgence, into deſtruction; | and FOND | 


pos from the” tree of life. 


x know not, my friend! if others have 88 theſe 


arguments, with regard to the cauſe of God's great 


_ indulgence to man, and the certainty of puniſhmetit 
for fin ; but to me they appear of a very weiphty and 


| he affecting nature. There are ſome truths of the laſt 

moment to men, which, at firſt aſpe&, have ſome- 
what ſurpriſing in them : they ad. nt and well de- 
A our —_— Wem 


4 


he will gire Fa two; one la diene one 


from my own thoughts: With the Lord there is 
mercy, therefore all He be feared.” With man 
there is ihmortality, therefore, ſball He tremble. — 


Tremble at himſelf! Tremble at bis own power, 


which dan give what colour he will to a whole eter- 


nity. Tremble at his own glory; that he has angels . 
for his guard; and an Almighty for his friend. Ves, | 
tremble at all that might incline him to triumph; for 


 theſs. grandeurs, that inſpire preſumption, increaſe. 


danger: are magnificent aſſurances that he may be 


| plunged beyond wren be loſt paſt ey; 
God, indeed, forbids our 1 but not ls 


kis love will fave us in our fins ; but becauſe deſpair | 


ſtops all effort at amendment; and without it his 


1 love deſires our welfare in vain. His love is ſuch, as 


tagive us encouragement, and ſupport, in every thing, 
bdut 
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but ſin: ſuch as to ſu pport our ſpirits amid the ruins of wy: 
a falling world ; but not under the cloud of one un- 


repented wlith. - 


This flings light on a part of 3 which 
bas a cloud on it in ſome eyes; and with others quite 
ruins its credit : Hork out your ſalvation with fear, XE 
and trembling: A ſtrange text to thoſe, who fear and 
tremble at nothing ſo much as at a diſappointment in 
their luſts. Our ſalvation muſt be worked out : Wiſh- | 

ing, and willing. will not bring i it z hoping, and con- 
fiding, will not procure it; it will not come by 
chance z no, nor by gift, and F be 

worked out with fear 3 becauſe fear is the ſtrongeſt 
guard of diligence, without which, this work cannot 
go on; and with -trembling, leſt we ſhould fail in 

this important work; leſt we ſhould think too lightly © 
of the Divine lobes; and leſt our very confidence 

ſhould betray us; even though we were good men : 
for good men have failed purely from a good opinion 
of their own ſtate. For a good opinion begets ſecu- 
rity ; ſecurity begets negligence ; and negligence - 
een and temptation, a fall: and (if A | 
15 fall i into that ſtate, where our fn with will be, 
| ul we never had been born; and {worſe {till 1) 
where there is no 44%. Pain is ſometimes ſo great even 


Bere, that we loſe out ſenſes ; there it will be far 


greater z and (how tercible-t0 &y !) our ſenſes will 
nat be loſt. N 1075 4 


G 
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N the Bank. of that ite" we, now, ſtand: 
| That poſt of wiſdom, if ever men are wife: 
which is the reaſon why they with it may be long 
before thiey arrive at it: for folly is the favourite of 
mankind: And is it not our o? Though there 
we ſtand, we ſcarce believe it; ſo much bur wiſhes 
obſtruct our belief: or, believing; ſcarce know what 
being there means; ſo much familiarity takes away 
our attention; and robs things of their power to 
ſttike ſtrong on our minds. Eternity has ſo often -paſ- 
ſed our lips, that it has forgot its way to our hearts, 
Did it enter there, would it not extinguiſh every earth 
born paſſion in them ? Ves; 3 as the ſub, oe malte 
ſpark of fire. 


r 
A 
\ 


Though we ſtand on its awful brink, ſuch our lead- 
en bias to the world, we turn our faces the wrong 
way; we are ſtill. looking on our old acquaintance, 
time; though now, ſo waſted and reduced, that we 
can ſee little more of him than bis wings and his 
feythe e our age enlarges his wings to our imaginati- 
on; and our fear of death, his ſeythe; as time him- 
| ſelf grows leſs. His conſumption is . bis anni- 

hilation is at band. 


5 4 is. 8 
* * 
„ 6b 


Should 


kl 
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Should we not then turn us nad . ben 
eternity ? That glorious home of all that ſutvives, and 


- outſhines the ſun; that kingdom of ſouls immortal 
Of immortal ſouls, time is only the maturidg womb; 


from eternity they wait their real birth. Are we, my 
friend ! matured ? Or ſhall we prove abortive to the 
world of glory? If we were mature, whiatatry here 


ſo long? By protracting life, Heaven ſhews not its 


favour to thoſe that are fit to die. Is not, the buſineſs 


of our day undone, the cauſe why we are ſuffered to 


fit up ſo late? To be fo long on our weary legs, after 
the common hour of human reſt? I fear it is. 1 much 


ear we are permitted to live, purely becauſe — we do 


not t deſerve i it. 


Is it not, (my languid fellow- MO: in i the deep 3 


vale of years!) high time to be wiſer ? left the greateſt © 


of curſes ſhould fall on us, that of being wile too late. 
Which is the moſt emphatical definition of-a fool. 
The world is worn out to us; and we are worn out 5 
to the world. The world, which knows its own in- 


tereſt, quits us, as rats a ruined houſe; if we knew 


ours, ſhould we not quit the world, as bees an Ex- 
hauſted flower? We can make no more honey of it; 
its ſweets are gone. - Where are i its formerly freer 
deluſions}; its airy caſtles, and glittering ſpires ? Are - 


we not left om a lonely, batren, briery heath, to grope 


out our weary way, through the duſk of life, to our . 


final home? Shall not the diſſolved enchantment ſet 
the captive free? Are we Torriſmond's or Sudbury's ? © 
Shall our dotage rivet our — when kind nature 


— | - | would — 


3 * 
IA * 4 
5 * . q 
won \ 
7 Eg, W ; 
* * 


ties, and new powzvers, if thou eanſt find them, ot new 


would knock them off? To ff peak a language ever 
Centaur may underſtand, A laſt n —__ «6 


1 ny avant nga 


e ern are we han Kill 7 8 dut a 
3 hand, which wants to be ſupported, to graſę 
ak the nothing that comes next ? Any thing now gain- 
ed would rather mock, than enrich us; can any thing 
earich, that cannot be enjoyed ? Graſp at new fatul-- 


objects will only laugh us to ſcorn... But hadſt thou. 
even thoſe, if the value of things is in proportion to. 


our term in them, their price at our market a fall. 


N low. N 


It is a good thing to "TOP when we 10 all, and: 


to laugh at that cheat mone, which is ever-ſtealing our 


hearts. But it i is as uncommon, as good. Hence, 
ſeniors are milking. the world after it -iz dry. Is it not 
a ſhame that we ſhould be gleaning ſublunary fraws, 


When out har veſt of life is over? hoping an after · crop 


in our ſtubble? Though called to diadems, where 
barveſt is perpetual, where an harveſt, Waben gol 6 
ten, profulely crowns.an: eternal year, pe” 


SO to the paſs hich is. ſo 8 Gerpd e 


ſubterranean entry to future life; into which out weak 


imagination "peeps, and ſtarts back, as a Child at a 
Thadow , all thanks to the bleſſed Goſpel, we know 


What will light us. up a lamp i init, and leſſen its formi- 
dable gloom. I have ſeen a death-bed, the reverſe. 


" of Door Altamont 57 e, the by-ſtanders: were the 


greateſt. 


2 
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_ greateſt ſufferers ;. and the king of terrors, by chriſtian 
patience, was over-matched. The power of religion. 
| ſhone out without a veil ;. nor could any riſing ſuſpi- 
cions of hypocriſy dim its Juſtre. In ſuch ſcenes 


as theſe . the human heart is no longer inviſible tio 
2000000 an, 


We know what can make us ſleep ſweetly in the- | 
duſt : what can ſmooth the rough tranfirion-; ſoften. 
death into a fort of tranſlation, which interrupts-not- 


(bleſſed be God!) our exiſtence ;. nor our peace. In 


peace have many died ; and,. therefore, it is certain,.. 
all may. The whole ſecret for obtaining that peace 
is an abſolute reſignation to the moſt High; which- 

(as hard a taſk as it ſeems to ſome) at the bottom is . 
no more than owning him to be God. And a con- 
trary conduct (as little as it is conſidered) has atheiſm, . 
partial atheiſm, in it. It is queſtioning ſome of his 


attributes, though not:denying a God. May that 
peace be thine! My heart beats with ardot for thy 


preſent peace, and future bliſs. May I ſhare it with 


. thee! What a poor broken embrace, what a ſad frag- 


ment of friendſhip, is that which. ends at the grave ? 


Such a+. tranſitory tie gives a ſecond dart to death; 


and a double diſſolution to departing man. o. 


1 ſoul and body ſcarce more ſevere. . 


Would to heaven! that all friendſkips were, EM 


_-dently, friendſhips of immortal men. Such, I mean, 
as gave proof of their having each other's eternal. 


\ 


e at Nu. Modern, at. W faſlmonable, 8 
a friend- 
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friendſhip flows from a polluted ſaurce ; it taſtes too 
ſtrong of earth; without the leaſt tinture of man 
(as above deſcribed) ; without the leaſt ſpirit of in- 
mortality in it. Nay, worſe; it often ſprings from 
cauſes that will not bear the light ; and reſembles the 
dark ſtreams of Alpbeus, and Arethuſa, that mingle 
under ground: it ſhould rather reſemble Eridanus, : 
which 1s faid to flow from heaven, | | 


_ many A of theſe 3 attach- 

ments? What is it ties our Centaurs together in ſo 
long a ring? Leaping together the ſame barriers of 

the decent, and the juſt; ranging the ſame forbidden 

grounds; gorging at the ſame manger; neighing the 

ſame inflammatory tune; or being daily rid, and ſorely 
galled, by the domineering en of the fame i in · 
0 * wiſtreſs. | 


Mis fach their een I hope to {eng "3 
Lapithean infantry ſufficient ſucceſsfully to carry on 
the war now opened againſt them. As Chiron blew 
the trumpet which called the Greets to the ſiege of 
L Troy 5 1 hear there is a modern Chiron, who ſounds 

as many inſtruments, as Nebuchadnezzar did to ſum- 
mon his idolaters; and that he raiſes forces, and 

_ ceaſes not to carry on the war, at a waſt expence. 
Doubtleſs he was pond of old by him who i Is faid 

in 5 5 


Ki ciere ae, martem que accendere cantu. 


For my own part, my fend) I fancy my FRY" 
will 


will ſoon be over. I have frequent pains : and, I think 
J hear the Maſter call. If fo, ſhould we not leave this 
world, though not yet admitted of the next? Have 
ue not been, through life, anxiouſly providing one 
year for the next? And ſhall we grudge to pay 1 
| that ow ors an RR * | 


Cue my A friend ' flute; we not leave | 
the world, before the world leaves us? It is diſmal to 
be left. There is a noble abſence from earth, while 
we are yet on it. There is a noble intimacy with 
heaven, while we are yet beneath it. If our affection 
flies thither, we fhall be welcomed by ſuperior beings, 
and not be miſſed by men, who delight in novelties ; 
or, if miſſed, admired the more for being once in the | 
Tight. They muſt be ſome what out of this world, 
who would be deep in the concerns of the next: and 
is it not time we ſhould be ſo? Till the buſineſs of life 
(as it is called) is over, its real bufi neſs is rarely begun: 9 5 
nor always then. Age i is apt to carry its allowed title 
to repoſe too far: age is the moſt buſy period of 
human life. But its tranſactions are not with men. 
Therefore that abſence aboye- mentioned is moſt fit 
for us. It is a ſort of a third flate between this world 
and the next. How proper then, for the reception of 
thoſe, whoſe term is out, here, according: to _ com- 
mon age of man? N 455 


And can it t be hard for us to lay this word afide, 

fince they that have fared beſt in the world, have 
only the feweſt” objections againſt it? Is it not an 
ee eee tos e 0 e 2057s e 


2 
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ad trag-comedy _ over 1 ave which Bie no 


| — repetita laue, Joy, 


: To ſpeak. in the 3 Rile of 3 Wa is & 


mule, of mixed origin, of heaven and earth : earth bas 
had more than its thare of us; give heaven the reſt: 
and that for a double reaſon. All know ae.” | 
life's cordial : it works miracles ; without happineſs it 


makes men happy. What have been all the pleaſures 
of our former years, but joyous prophecies, and bold 
| Promiles | in the name of to- morrow ? Worldly hope in 
age expires. If he provides not another hope, a man 


of years, and a man of miſery, mean the fame thing... 
Therefore the ſame ſteps are to be taken whether we 
would ſweetrs the WR reg. of . or wee 


* 


The £57703 . 1 an n old man ſends out, 
are like Noad's dove; they cannot. find whereon to 
light, and muſt return to his on heart again for teſt. 
His natural, and, perhaps, moſt aliowable and proper 


wiſh is for teſpect. But reſpect far age is a virgne. 


I need ſay no more to convince him how little of it 


- he muſt expect: and, indeed, he but ill deſerves it 
. from others, who, by doating on the one enki 
to elf. 


When 1 1 the 1 "at us, or r dikesle 
e de us to our chamber, ſhall we not be all alone - 
own the . Father of ſpirits, and Searcher of 

hearts? 


rue AGE. 161 N 


we Ts it not worth while a little before-hand to 
: ptaRiſe our leſſon, that we may be the better prepared 
to ſuſtain ſuch an inter view? Our wiſdom cannot add 
to the days, but it can lighten the burden, of life; and 
jeſſen the terrors of death. Death forgot in youth is 
folly ; in age, madneſs. With regard to that king of 
 terrors, how many in years borrow the ſecurity of 
youth; for it is impoſſible it ſhould belong to them. 
Happy they ! whom death, when he comes, ſhall find 
at home; his viſit will dae leſs of terrot in it. Out 
of pure decency to the dignity of human nature, of 
which the decays and imperfections ſhould not be ex- 
poſed, men in years, by receſs, ſhould fling a veil ovet 
them, and to the world be a little buried, before they _ 
are interred. An old man's too great familiarity with 
the public is an indignity to the human nature, and a 
neglect of the Divine. A greater intercourſe with it 
than the calls of duty and virtne demand, is indecent, 
irreligious, and contemptible; ſpeaking acquieſcence 
in contempt, dotage on the world, and oblivion, of. 

eternity. His fancying himfelf to be ſti] properly one 
of this world, and on a common foot with the reſt of 
mankind, is, as if a man getting drunk in the morning, 
after a long nap, lifting bis drowſy lids + at ſun-ſet, 
| Hould take it for break of 3 | 


But grant him ta be fill of this world ; grant him 
all it can give; what is this world, bite a machine 
played on us by our great enemy for the diſſipation of 
human thought, whole ſcatteted rays muſt be collec . 
ted, as it were, to a focal point, in order duly to 

warm our devotion ; and ſet a pious heart on fire? 


4 
* 
' 
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And can any happineſs ſubſiſt in age without play # 


" Impoſſible! Its i intimacy with the world, is not for the 


pleaſures it can give; they are paſt; it is purely to 
diſlodge the thoughts of death, which intrude at that 


ſeaſon ; that is, it is pure! yto decline the pleaſures of 
heaven. 


- 


Why, my friend ! ! is our day of trial extended 62 
yond the expiration of the common term ? ls it not 


indulged to the great need our paſt conduct has of it? 
And ſhall our folly reverſe the kind intention of that 


Divine indulgence to us? Shall it ſet us farther from 


our God? I am never ſo ſtrongly ſtruck with the 


weakneſs and depravity of man, as when I ſee grey 
hairs playing the fool. Hope, which in other evil 
appearances ſupports our ſpirits, fails us there. What 


can ſhock common ſenſe, what can create amaze- 


ment, .if not the failings that would diſhonour youth, 


in thoſe that are miraculouſly alive after the ſtated 


period of human. life? This is an outrage to reaſon, 
beyond the boldneſs of the deſperado that confounds 


us moſt : this out-dares the felon repeating his crime, 
not only under the gallows, but with the cord about. 
his neck. Where is that world into which you and 1 
were born? It is under-ground ; and a generation of 


ſtrangers are dancing over our coevals long ſince in 
the duſt. Where is that world into which we ſhall 
be born? Far, far above the ſun, if, while we. are 


beneath it, we behave ourſelves like men. But if this 


life was our only concern, conſider, that nothing but 
being wiler, that is better than thoſe born aſter us, 
can 


and contempt. 


Fain would I have my pen of ſome ſervice to the 


aged, now my neareſt relations, thoſe of blood, are 
no more. To the former am l related by like date, 
duty, intereſt, and above all 


Nunc ipſa pericula Jungunt.) _ -.- 


Still eager in worldly purfuite, warm in the chace of 


ſhadows, ſhall we ruth, as down a precipice, and 


leap plumb into the jaws of extempore death ? 


No, let us halt in our career ; pauſe on the brink ; 


and provide for our eternal peace. Can I better ex- 
| preſs my love than by preſſing it on thee ? I preſs it 
ſtrongly. And know, my friend ! that Heaven, and 
(as J have thewed thee) a moſt indulgent Heaven, 


joins my pathetic wiſh ; and angels, ardent angels, ſay 


Amen. And what want they? (mark it well), they 
want nothing but thy u. concurrence to crown their 


wiſhes ior thy welfare. 


Dear Sir, 


 Nours. 
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can poſſibly reſcue the decays of age from averſion. 
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The DIGNITY of MAN. 


ER E, Sr. Fenter on that elevated theme, T be 
* of Man. 


gs rerum mibi naſeitur odo. Vie. 


1-ſhall ſeale the ſummit of WOES: nature, oh ſet 
its dignity in the ſtrongeſt light; that the contraſt 
may ſtrike our Centaurs with a juſt ſenſe of their own 
ghaſtly condition ; and more clearly demonſtrate the 
depth of their fall. - Many are for degrading their na- 


ture, that they may leſſen its duties; and for looking 


on themſelves as beings infignificant, that they may 


be profligate beings with a better grace; and (as they 
would flatter themſelves) with more excuſe. . They : 


run voluntarily into this error, as men run into the 
dark, that they may fin without a bluſh ; framing a lie 
(which is the common caſe) for their apology. Their 
maſter Epicurus meant much the ſame, by ſetting the 


gods at ſuch a diſtance ! and for 1 repoſe, exempt- 


ing 
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ing them from the trouble of inſpecting the trifles of 
of men. A due ſenſe of the grandeur of man's na- 
ture, and deſtination, is his beft bulwark againſt the 
frequent and violent aſſaults temptation makes on him. 
This is a ſubje& which I wiſh had been taken into 
better hands. For as it demands all the powers of 
the nobleſt pen to reach its heights ; ſo the world 
ſtands in need of having this, above all other, preſſed 
home on their hearts; for all other of any great mo- 
ment are implied in it. There are but few, whoſe 
opinions do not too much widen the diſtance between 
an angel, anda man. TI ſhall bring them nearer toge- 
ther, as the beſt means for the reformation of Cen- 
taurs (as you ſhall _— and for the moſt noble 1 | 
tation of men. | 


I has juſt now obſerved, that “ Angels want no- 
* thing but thy own concurrence to crown their 
„ wiſhes for thy welfare.” This is true: Shall I not 
then be pardoned, if I preſume to put the ſame mean- 
ing into ſomewhat an higher ſtile, and ſay (with all 
reverence) that heaven's defires are at thy merey? 
If ſo, think, and think again, What art thou? Thou 
poor, feeble, earth · born, mortal! What art thou ?— 
Parts not on thee a ſtream of heavenly light ? Dofſt 
thou not ſee an amazing majeſty in man? Have I not 
then, made my bold promiſe good ? Did I not, above, 
tell thee, I would /ſurprize thee with thyſelf ? 


Nor can I reſt here. A man is almoſt more than 
5 men can conceive; a marvellous being that riſes above 
; _ him- 


%%% _ rw... ea. ˙ ˙—5tð]1— ] 
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im- 
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bimſaf, dazting rays of glory beyond the reach. of 
his own fight. My heart is tied to this endearing, 
mapa and hn, theme. 


1455 conſent eur to nil what. ia 1 mY 
rather, only deſigned, - above? Flow: ſtrangely this. 
founds | Yet. muſt I proceed. ia a ſtill; higher ſtraĩn 
In thee it is, (ha ſeemingly: bald, and impious ſo to- 
ſpeak?) Ves, it is in thee,. to grant, er deny, the re- 
queſt. of the Almighty, And impious, indeed, it 
would be, if unautharized nen * 


mn is mate. 


A requeſting Guan te i "We 5 
confound thy reaſon more? What mare can raviſh; 
and exalt thy heart; it cannot but raviſh and exalt ; 
it cannot but gloriouſly- diſturb, and perplex thee, to 
taks in all that thought ſuggeſts, Thou child of the 
duſt ! thou ſpeck of miſery and fin! How abje@ thy 
weakneſs? How great is thy power? Thou crawler 
on earth, and, poſbble (1 was about to lar n 
of the ſkies! :s 


Weigh, and weigh well, the wondrous truths af 
have in view:: which eannat- be weighed: too much: 


which, the more they are weighed, amaze the more: 


which to have ſuppoſed, before they were revealed, 
would have been as great madneſs; and to have pre- 
ſumed: on, as gat ſin, as, it is now- madneſs; and fin, 
not to believe. Such precious, and beatifying news» 

is brought: us by-revelation.; that revelation which is: 
rejected, N thoſe that affect to be: 
thought 
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: thought wiſer, and happier, than the wan of a. 
kind. | 


The 4-aithe, 1 da, are implied i in what follows; 
vis. Heaven intends, deſires, labours, works mira- 
cles, or more (if more can be), for thy welfare: it 
preſſes thee, it importunately preſſes thee, to com- 

ply. - Conſider; how art thou courted ? And by 
whom? By Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; thy Fel- 
bew labourers for thy good. How is thy alliance 
ſought ? And at what price? Angels, inſpecting, ad- 
miring angels, cannot compute its value. An extreme 

of love, an extreme of glory, this, which thoſe angels 
| lif angels eould envy) might _ to man: for was 
it not denied to them? . 


: Thon want our darling ſon of 3 won- 
der; tremble; triumph! — Ves, triumph; tremble ; 
wonder! thy greateſt emotion falls ſhort of the 
mighty cauſe. Thou greatly beloved, greatly favoured, 
greatly deſtined, and, oh ! greatly endangered ! take 
uad to wy 11 nor leſs take fire at thy prize. 


Art thou more . or rerrified, at hed Hay ? 
Exultation and fear both riſe in extremes. — With 
both paſſions comply; highly reverence thy ow: na- 
tꝛure; more profoundly adore the Divine. Adore it 
with voice, heart, and life: and thus to glad all hea- 


ven, aſſert, reſcue, ennoble, and with bliſs eternal 


crown thyſelf: for without thee, in the conſtituted 
order of things, heaven is unable to do it. Its al- 
; mighty hand i is, as ĩt were, tied oP by its own decree. 
es Without 


he Bester Mew | 171 


Without thee, thou amazing being ! (pardoied be 


the word ſo bold) there is impotence in heaven. Nor 
is it bold when explained; for Ag vel vo- 


Juntary, is is n0 W o mower: 


15 all this Pn Ye, ſuch a rapture, as no- 
thing but groſs ignorance, or more fatal infidelity, 
can forbear. Is not rapture due for felicities inex- 
preſſible ? And what felicity is ſo much as ſecond 


to this? It is the cloſe, frequent, and feeling, __ : 
- ſpection of theſe interiora of man's ſublime condition, 


as immortal, and redeemed, that is the bigheſt cordial 
of human joy; and the richeſt mine of human 

thought. A mine deep- dug by few! and yet without 
it, man is not more a ſtranger to the natives of Saturn, 


| than to himſelf. Without it, he muſt want the true, 


genuine, vital, ſpirit of a Chriſtian. None without it 
can be filled with the light and comfort of the Holy 
Ghoſt. This, O ye Methodiſts ! gives the real ne 


birth: this enters man in quite another world. In his 


former world all things, are abſolutely changed : well 
nigh annihilated as 0 A. nee e for them. 


* * 4 $8, lh A 


E: The. ad 1 the 3 ” the Lied, and ths | 
firmament ſheweth his handy-work. But the chriſtian 
mine I have mentioned, infinitely more demands our 


- adoration. and praiſe: infinitely more demands our 


exultation and j joy. Are we tranſported, and. juſtly 


| tranſported, at the wonderful operations of nature, 
and decline we the contemplation of greater wonders Y 
in ourſelves? And when the former but amuſes an 


hour, the laſt Nelles an N In thoſe ſtupen- 
LT i; 9 4 +7: ws © 
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danziviews (tia that the merey of God, and Pars 
ol man, at higheſt ſhine. Hence it is, that conſtant 
joy is enjoined ta Chriſtians as an wre kanlaexdl LY 
. — 75 on wann a r 


Von fo Sir, that ta dive deep iato man, hs waive 
into an ocean of Love Divine; which fich;drowns'us 
in amazement, then lifts us inte triumpha and at 
length, lands us (if we: ure: wiſe) on eternal life. But 
tao many ſuim only on the ſurface of out nature; like 
a feather, through their lexity, incaꝑable of ſinking to 
ſzhoſe ſolid, and ſhining: adyantages, thoſe. pearls; ef 
great. price; thoſe: great, awakeging, and ſtrongly, 
ſtimulating motives. to virtue, that lie below. But E 
ſhall reſume tlas ſubye# before I cloſe. What is al- 
ready ſaid, is engugh to. produce that good effect 
_ which you will find in the malten, 1 ae 
| on tithe eee 15755 Rat 7 
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Th Cenravas ResvonavIOn to , Homme 


'T preſent, my Bendl we unt geit did den- 
+ £ ſecrated, for enchanted, ground ; as you will | 
on; to your- ſurprize and near T%naw = 
it is not to your taſte, nor, indeed; to my own." But 
Tevity has its uſe, when perverſe patients will refuſe 
what is falutary, if conveyed i in any vehicle lefs agree- 
Able to their vitiated taſte; and the grave reader, 
„ who nauſeates it, ſacrifices (through too great den 
Fg 4dr mere ee bn is 
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| Thou 3 that our 8 ſcarce be 
perſuaded that they are not ſtill human creatures; 
though mechantur, frortantur, adulterantur, diu 
bolantur (I am forced to make words that are bad 
| run for an ; and not ſo much as retain, 1 5 


45 2 velligia forme: 5 Ov: - 


Ai they not (to ſoeak with reverence in the 8 
of the Prophet) as fed horſes in the morning? Do 
they not aſſemble by troops in ladies houſes ? It is Bar- 
lots in the original; and ſo by us tranſlated. But 
that is not their only objection to the Scriptures. 
Perhaps, an old Arabian proverb may have greater 
| authority with them. What ſays it? © Let him that 
4 would'be fafe, avoid ſeven things; waſps, ſpiders, 
 byznas, crocodiles, effs, adders, and | fine women.” 


| 1 hen 1 Wal Lenka my 8 Its words 
muſt be ſtrange and barbarous, ſuited to the occaſion. 
Let not your ear, my friend, be ſhocked ; but A i 
and wait the event. | 


% Marv Ph Thais, Linas, Lupa, Succuba, Dua- ; 

« Jrantaria, Obelaria, Euriole, Sthenio, Meduſa, 3 
« Erinnys, Megera, and Ty/iphone — May all theſe, 
«and all ſuch ladies, whether fick or ſound, high or 
6 low, of blood and title, or ditch and dunghill: na- 
« tives, foreign, or infernal — May this glorious 
« group of Torriſmond's angels, theſe gorgons, furies, 
4 harpies, leaches, ſyrens, centaur-making ſyrens! 


by . e fire or quench- 
« ed, | 


82 74 ik Can NTAURE + Reſorarien 


of ed; ne.” Eitroned, in cloſet or PTY in 
_ «tavern, bagnio, brothel, round-honſe, bride well, 


44 


or new gate — Oh may they ceaſe flom this hour, 
to ſing or dance, finile or frown, pleaſe or plague, 
pray or ſwear, our Britiſh, unbrittiſh youth, man- 
hood, and age ; out of their ſenſes, health, eſtates, : 
en human nature, and hopes of heaven! 


And theſe enckantrcltt laying afide their wk, 
may the bewitched of Great Britain recover their 
« priſtine form, as Ciree's herd, at the prayer of 
_« Ulyſſes. At the touch of my difinchanting pen, 
; may they leap out of their hides for Joy; and lay- 
ing hold on their long deſerted definition of man, 


« reaſon and 19 Rl ; walk. PSY, for the 
Toe.” e e eee 
Rejoice with me, my friend! For do I Fey dr 
didft thou not obſerve ? Didſt thou pot hear ? — Into- 
nuit læ vun. As the dark cloud which cauſed i it, is 
© vaniſhed, and a flood of light ruſhes in; fo ſhall it 
fare with them. I ſee their dawning teaſon ; J ſee 
the break of their moral day. And what I fee, 1 
ſhall relate; and what I relate, though ſtrange, lec no 
man diſbelie ve. ä 


Tbe Kits that can ai on ork of The 
. Dignity of Man, are ſtung, asthe Trojan horſe, when 
Laocbon s ſpear. PRE hit dat 3 | wort {pp as d deeply | 
as that, when 9 e 


Infonuere caVe, r, gemitumgue 45 een I 1x. 
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Moſt of chain are much affected, but differently . 3 be⸗ 
ing. at laſt fully convinced that they are not men. One 
burns his Bolingbrote; another an indecent ſong: 
this calls in his bills, pleading privilege no more: that 

deſpeaks a pew againſt the next quarter: a third 
blames his delay; ſwears he will pray directly; ; falls 


on his knees. like Cæſar's horſe,— riſes again, with a 


figh, and ſolemn vow, that he will be maſter of his 
Pater noſter before to-morrow : a fourth ſubſcribes 
all his gains by falſe dice to the Foundling Hoſpital : 
a fifth orders two little boys to ſchool immediately ; 
and ſends ten guineas to their mothers in bridewell: 
a fixth, in a flame of pious zeal, damns a ſenſeleſs 


world: and undertakes, in leſs than a week, to de- 


 *. monſtrate that adultery is a crime. A ſeventh, 


But 1 mul not triumph too a; 4 have not had” 
equal ſucceſs with the female Centaurs. From a na- 
tural conſtancy of temper, and habitual averſion to 
change, they come but ſlowly into my wiſhes. But 
to make amends, when they come, they come with a- 
vengeance, and over ſhoot the mark. Mr. V A whoſe 
converts ſome of them are) tells them; that they ſtand 
not upright, unleſs they lean-a little backward ; like: 
a croſier, or like themſelves, when they coyly refuſe. 
a a ſalute: thus, though converted, they find not the. 
eight line, but ſtand Rill a little dent the wrong. . 


| Beſides, of my 010 converts, have ſomewhat. | 
0 complain: for ſome, though changed at heart, 
NaN 


—_ IF EX 3 


0% The cap rab Roboravien 


et awed by felblon, and vain of being fill fie mew, > 
are aſhatned to own it; and appear to be fools to 
fave their credit. Theſe h ypoorites in vice, theſe 


moral fops, ridiculouſly good, may be culled: 13#tle 


, eee ee eee ee eee 
Wal. 1 | 


{And ork of all of ſome Com Leena | 
deſpair. They fly my pen, and will not be touched 
for their diſtemper. But, being deep ftung by worſe 
than the Tarantula, run mad for muſic, and dance 
themſelves to death. Others, with Swift (in that 
reſpect a Centaur himſelf) look on the noble qua- 
drupꝛde as fuperior to the man. Others, on the con- 
| tray, approve, and heartily wiſh a refforation to hu- 
manity: but are careleſs and indolent. They would, 

indeed, if a dæmon was not in poſſeſſion, they would 
be good. But will not be at the trouble of bringing 
a Writ of ejectment, though Sephronius proffers to draw 
it up for them. The loweſt price of virtue is vigi- 
| lance, 169% omega and if it gofts us no more, it 


| be eee 


ae wendy confclens af cheb , 
mity, and heartily deſirous of an efcape, mark tire 


goorl effect of the leaſt tendency to goodneſs ; the _ 


mighty change, a reftoration of the human figure is, 
actually, begun. But the proceſs is gradual; nature 
Advances, never leaps. They became not Centaurs 
wa at once. FT One 1 
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Sac ſhakies, hich occaſioned their transformation, —̃ 
were gradually contracted, it is-no-wbndet, that their 
recovery ſhould prove equally gradual, and flow. 

One theds a mane, another drops a tail; and appears 
only as too clofely docked : ſome wonder to fee flen- 
der Gngers ſprouting through hoofs by their peniten- 

tial teurs, wollified into neſh: fone, libæ dancing dogs, 

oontinue upright ſome time? ut, tired of that unna- 
tural xeftraim, drop into Centaurs for life. So dan- 
gerous in moral diſtempers, as well as matural, isa 

reluple: ſome quite veſtored, yet ſtill retain ſo nuch 
of their ſormer nuture, that they are apt to trip, if a 
ſtrong temptation, dike a iſtone, or cart rut, dies acroſs 
their way ::fome-oan ſcaree belitve their guod fortune, 
and tear it is a dream. Others, too ſanguine, cry ut, 
brother l to- the firſt man they ſee; who ſtarts at is 
| n e en Wee at his heels. 


Where ond eee things 5 
ſtrange, and new? For dreſſes ſuited to the human 
ape; ſor pleaſu nes ſuited. to the human anied ; ſor 
bibles, prayer-books,debt-books; for virtuous conſorts, 
—_ faithful friends, and ptiobjects of charity; for tatienal 
improvement and employments : ne longer for Ne- 
market trappings; but for human ornaments. This, 
however, where the Reſtoration is complete. Poor 
Sudbury is ſtill aukwardly hopping on three legs; 
while others ſtand firmly planted. on half four: one 
1 We dr N og MO ories out: 5 N 
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5 They that i are 8 arrayed in 6 
pPlwKhWin apparel, not dappled as the morning, with em- 
3 broidery, or with lace all over liſted like the beautiful 
Indian aſs, call a council; and their firſt manly reſo- 
lution is to proclaim peace with the Lapitbæ, or men 
of virtue; with whom, from time immemorial, the 
. Centaurs have been at war. Chiron bent his bow 
againſt them: but of war various has been the fortune 
between them; till within this laſt half century, the 
Centaurs ee both in numbers and boldneſs, 
wearing frontlets af braſs on their foreheads, and 
Horace's s triplex on their breaſts; and having of 
late a mighty giant at their head, whoſe quills, more 
fatal than the porcupine's, threaten d à thouſand. 
deaths at once, they began to dream of nothing leſs 
than victory complete. But the preſent reinforcement 
of their enemies will turn the ſcale againſt them. I 
ſay reinſorcement; for the next ſtep my converts 
ee is to liſt into the Lapitbænn ſervice; determined 
to meet theit late —_— in- no ee __ aac a. 
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ble foes, who have had the eee Arſe to conquer. 
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At the news of their revolt offended 7 orriſmond, | 
burning for __ 82 35 ha, ſnuffs the _ : 
* from vir, 


ColleSumque premens wolvit fub naribus . vn. IR, - 


The pe His noſtiils is conrible, And ſtill more 
abundantly his heroic choler riſes on hearing that 
their firſt deſtined enterprize is againſt Bolingbroke- 
caſtle; That delight of his eyes, and defiance of his 
foes: For he deems it impregnable ; becauſe it is 

moated round with Acheron, and its aſpiring, proud 
battlements threaten heaven. i 


This caſtle was ; built out of the various ruins of 
many demoliſhed forts of infidelity, pompouſly put 
together, faced over with, a material more ſhining 
than ſolid; and cemented with unteinpered mortar. 
Sopbronius heads the laudable entet prize. e 
caſtle is taken as was antient Babylon. He firſt turns 
the general ſtream of the nation, by the force of ſtrong 
and folid eloquence, into a new channel, as Cyrus did 
the river Euphrates ; then entering the caſtle, and 
finding the garriſon turning things ſacred to profuhe 
uQſe, and drowned in debauch; obtains a ſudden and 
complete victory; but is a moſt merciful conqueror: 
For, inſtead of putting any to death, he only puts 
the moſt ſenſible:of them out of countenance : And 
to: their own darling delights, and boaſted glories, - 
| inſtead of the gallies, condemns them for life. Ob- 

GC them, however, in acknoulegement. of bis . 


* excellent writer in this uod, now ia the preſs. 
1 | celemency. 


| 8 25 be « Cenyavns Reftoration, 8 &e. = 
o „ to west yellow cockades impreſſed. with 


theſe words, © Fe thou a Centaur till!” The 42 
man's choice includes his ee 


| ne dd, n 
Fo _ ſerved mural crown, reſcues the character of a late 
4 | pfous and learned mat 8 5 che Centaurs boalted. 
15 | r be (ho, 


[ins negas bhi nata, vibil non arrogas.) Hon. 


had dragged, like Fleer body, round the town in 
the dirt: For the glory of Britain, and for the light, 
and emulation of poſterity, I fee it-inſcribed on a co- 
lumn of adamant ;. with a Bolingbroke couchant em- 
boſſed on the baſe. 3 who now contributes to ſupport. 
(as much as ſuch a feeble, 4/25 can) that celeſtial. 
character, which he lately laboured to deſtroy ; proud 
of his uncireumciſed rea ſon; which reaſon, notwith-- 
| ſtanding, had exidently loſt its authority with himſelf : 
For when thatis preſerved, ſenſe fubmits to reaſon ;. 
and when. ſeals ſubmits to.realon, reaſon. ſubmits to. 
the revealed word of God. And (ſince. ſome are in 
love with wordt) I muſt obſerve, that reaſon ſtooped 
to revelation, is reaſon ſtill: only reaſon more reaſon- 
be and nen of error ia all. that * bas 


A "And: now, 10 Fenty white Wall 1: ſay 1 as 
bDappy revolution? Shall I not out- boaſt ug, Y He - 
Did of Rome, Latericeam inveni, mri eum _ 


TR n wald, reliqui bumanam. 8 
17 95 Noting - 


Nothing remains bat to cleanſe the now-deferted: 
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fables, and to render chem fit for humun uſe; and 


ro petfuade the ſhe-grooms, who kept them, into 
ſome more decent, and leſs diabolical, courſe of He ; 


eſpecially ery patronefs; who for the henour {as the 


calls it) of my Dedication, has promiſed to yive into. 


my ſuperſtition-; and to play fair, at leaſt on Sundays, 


and learn her Catechiſm, when che en for-. 
the ſeaſon, are over: Which, out of an unfurmoum- 


able regard for theic firſt, and moſt amorous, and 


moſt muſical, fon, Chiron, the confeſſes ingenubufly, 


me cannot forbear. Por ladies love a- Centaur till. 


The Dienirr of Naw 1 


"Ti is high time, my: friend i to quit this hir nd, 
of which, I know, you are heartily tired; and to- 
5 my promiſe in reſuming The Dignity of Man 3. 
a theme which my heart affects; and which your- 


conduct, in ſome meaſnre, 3 And who can- 
think of it, unimproved ?. He who thanks. of his Dig-- : 


nity, necelſarily thinks of his God: And he who- 
values his Dignity, as neceſſarily worſhips, and obeys. 

Him. In a due ſenſe therefore, of human Dignity,. 

* endangered virtue finds her molt powerful guard. 


Think you that] have FE, the 3 of Man 


” DB 
£ 


5 too hig h. Spare the ſacred page. 06 There, oe DE. 


= Alaws ſeed converſes face to face with his Crea- 


e tor. Another is called his friend. He who made 


the worlds delights to be called the ſon of a third. 
„He who made the worlds even died for the * ö 


- 


— 


$ "5 ed eb Of Lo. VP ö * 9 n 7 "Ck WWW 8 Nn 
C % * e * 4 x TODO, I IEA 8 een 8 Beth 
4 : TY n 25 ts 2 1 We . 8 f 8 2 4 4 a+ f joe 7 8 25 
- * of ſp | 4 EE J 5 9 ** » n 
nad M 1 N Pot " NE * 


582 "The DioxiTY of Man reſumed. 


4 of. men. The meaneſt of men has it within his: 
4 power to be an heir of the moſt mighty God, and a 

« joint-heir with the moſt. bleſſed Jeſus.” Abſolves 
not this the boldeſt. ſtroke of my pen? What can 
raiſe our ſelf-eſtimation ſo. high, what can aggrandize 
human nature ſo much, as this ? | 


In CRORE 8 great, and conſtant effort for our- wels | 
fare, is capitally written the Dignity of Man. That. 
is a key to the moral world, and opens, and explains 
the reaſon of all God's, otherwiſe myſterious, conduct 

in it. Every ſtep of which is evidently calculated 
for man's preſent, or future, felicity ; or both. The 
Jong- ſhining ſeries, the golden chain of all God's mar- 
vellous acts, from the beginning to the cloſe of time, 
| ſpeaks his uninterrupted regard for. human. nature; 
_ and what can more, loudly proclaim human Dignity. 

than this? O let it not be ſaid, that Man's Dignity is. 

declared by all things, 1 the A hed man! 1 
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As diſtant as thay: may be thought by the thought 

| leſs, heaven and earth are ſo. near together, ſo ſhbt 
(as it were) into one another, that good men are true- 
by foreigners on earth ; have their converſation in 

- heaven; are e e with the ſaints, and of 
the houſhold of God. To ſpeak alluſively to the pa- 
triarchal viſion, good men are angels; only, as yet, 

at the bottom of the ladder; and fome angels are only 
men made perfect, at the top of it. As à man om 
an embryo, ſo differs an angel from a man; what one - 
dis, the other ſoon ſhall 25 Since this i is the caſe 


(di 1 
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* 
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(and ä a moſt vlorious caſe it is), and ſince by ſuch 
- multitudes it is either not conſidered, or not known; 


0 . nimium, bona ſi ſua narunt !. Via s. 


would be no_needlefs memoraadumy. 0 or. improper: 
motto, for all mankind. - 


But _ fill have. your objection on the whole — 
* Will not raiſing ſa high, and dwelling ſo long on 
the Dignity of Man, occaſion pride?“ No; on the 
reverſe, a due ſenſe of it will neceſſitate humility. 
Pride ſprings from a conceit, which an individual has 
of his ſuperiority over ſome others of the ſame ſpecies. 
The Dignity I ſpeak of is equally the Dignity of a/l. 
men; and what levels, cannot exalt. It will neceſi- 
tate Ie ;: becauſe without that, it cannot pre- 
ſerve itſelf ; our native Dignity will die in the reſult. 
As for that Dignity. which occaſions your objection, 
we have, I confeſs, too much of it. We have in 
abundance what may be called lunar great men. 
Men in themſelves opaque, who borrow beams, from 

their circumſtances, or fituation ; which beams they - 
- ſhew, like the moon, by night: I mean, when igno- 
rance prevails; then the darkened mee of. 
n admirers give them leave to ſhine. 


no Theſe 1 e pere [generally many little : 
ho ae an, ſatellites, that help, by their sdulations, 
to gild their opacity. But of ſuch great men, Who 
are forced to aſſume (as men muſt plunder, Who 

| would. be gainers where nothing is due), it muſt be 
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Hee wp to the Digniry of their nature. Their light 
is not only their own; and iuftrions ; bet inextin- 


guiſhable, and eternal. Theſe, as they are tbe 
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greateſt, are alfo the moſt humble, of mankind. For 


they well know, that our grandeur is to be looked: 
for in the love of God, not in the merit of man. 


And therefore they fet it down as a maxim (and a 
maxim mot true, and uſeful it is), no man ever 


* thought tov bighty: of ARS or Tr ag 


hy: bimſekk.“ 
- Here would 1 beste But how. han? 'to wr fobſe- 


from thisever-teeming, all-important, and mexhayſti-- 
"ble, theme? R fills with ſerene joy the ſuperior rec 


gon of the ſoul; and genies entrance to the clonds 


and ſtorqms of woildly-pertutbation; and care. Such 
tie height of its joy, that mf, and wine, leave the 
" Taiſed hearts of our Tons of delight far, far, below. 

_ And yet how 1s this glorious fubjeEin moſt mings, . 
by the love of the « 


; cloſe-comprefiod, and folded 
up, as an oak in un 260m, or a man in the womb?ꝰ)ꝰ 


8 \ To develope, and expand it, how great my deſire ?.- 
In which of its thoufand ſhining lights Thall-I'ſer it, for 
dur Wal eontomghation ol; is he e Oo» 
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Man is the moſt noble ſtudy of man. Let him 
circle the globe, let him traverſe the ſkies; and then, 
for ſomething more worthy his notice, and admiration, 
return to himſelf. To himſelf he is a theatre im- 
menſe; And was reputed ſuch, when that theatre 
had much leſs to exhibit, than, at preſent, it can 
| boaſt; and when it was but faintly illuminated with 
the glimmering beams of far more feeble lights. The 
ſo renowned Know thy/+!f, was nothing but a precept 
enjoining a cloſe inſpection and ſurvey of this theatre; 
yet that precept, as to its Author, was held divine; 
and as to its practice, the ſupreme wiſdom of man. 
That precept is now exalred into an awelul'command_ 
| from heaven; and that theatre is Conſecrated into a 
985 venerable woe; ; a tewple of the Holy Spirit. 


Aria fake pieces of perſpeUive, by the preſſure of 
the eye, fo in this temple, by the preſſure, or perſe- 
verance of thought, the magnificent proſpect is opened, | 
and aggtandized, {till more and more; and opening 
diſcovers the full Dignity of Man. In what does 
that conſiſt? In the marvellous things the Almighty 

has done, and defigned, for him. And if fo, this 
ſurvey gives at once the greateſt virtue, and the 
greateſt bleſſing, of life. For who can ſee thoſe mar- 
vellous things without an ardent /ove-of God, which 
is the ſupreme virtue of man? And who can refle& 

on ſuch indulgence paſt, without an ab/olute truſt in 

 futh'a friend for the future; which er man is the 

. NY ? 
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le this bleſing and this virtue; this glory, ind 


| comfort of life, is loſt to thoſe to whom this temple | 
is ſhut. Andit is ſhut to the careleſs and ignorant ; 

to the ſlothful, and unawakened, in the moſt illuftri- 
ous theory of the Chriſtian religion. If therefore 

| ſuch men, in what has been advanced, ſhall find any 
thing like a key to this yet unopened temple ; and 


ſhall enter its ſacred,. and ſurpriſing receſſes, and read 
the wonders of Divine Love in it; that is, in them- | 


ſelves, in their own condition, and proſpects; if they 
© ſhall ſee, and contemplate, the three Perſons of the 


Godhead, before creation, aſſuming, and through 


_ . time's whole length, exerciſing, their ſeparate parts, 


and proyinces of Philanthropy ; and ſhall behold an 


" innumerable flight of angels for ever on the wing to 


receive their commands, and ſpeed away, on various 


diſpatches, for the temporal, and eternal, welfare af 
man How ſhould I rejoice? For ſuch a key would 


be next in value to the key of heaven. It opens the 


_ porch, the preliminary ſcene to it. Therefore have 


I kept it on the anvil ſo long ; ; and yet how unfiniſhed 


at laſt? May ſome maſter-hand accompliſh, and mul- 
titudes open the yet abſolutely unknown ſcene of their 


own nature, and bleſſed deſtination, with it. | 


And now, my friend, tell me, how muſt his love 
of glory fail; bow muſt his ambition creep, who, 
after the firong inſpiration of ſuch a view as this, mi- 
ſerably confines it beneath the ſun? Conſider this view, 
and ſee how high human natuie may ſoar ; then look 

down on the Centaur, and ſee (if thou canſt bear the 
7 fight) 
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fight) how low the ſons of heaven may fall? Shall a 
being whole intereſts ſpread ſo wide as to take in both _ 


ends of the creation ; ſhall a being deeply concerned 
in what was done in the days of Adam, and more 
deeply ſtill, in what ſhall be done in the great day of 
conſummation ; ſhall ſuch an expanſive, and far-in- 
tereſted, being, with the moſt ſordid, and deſpicable, 
ſelf-denial, and the moſt inconceivably criminal Pow r- 
ty of Spirit, imptiſon his ſtifled thought, and nail 
down his little heart to the narrow ſpan of this preſent 


life? God forbid. If there is the leaſt ſenſe of Dig- 
| nity, or fear of ſhame ; the leaſt ſpark of nan, alive, | 


Tet us conſider that we are not only the favourites, 


but the ſons too, of heaven, and obey i in this our 


voyage of human life, as FEncas in wa. from T roy, 8 


the Delian oracle, 


 Antiquam feirte natrem. i 


But our overwhelming ſhame, and almoſt incur- 


able miſery, is, that we are ſo carnalized by our luſts, 
that our heavenly * mother, in our efteem, has no 


bleſſing for us; that a ſpiritual Paradife, is no 
Paradiſe, that it is a Paradiſe we wiſh loſt; 


one from which we deſire to fall; and to allow, 
 Epicuri de grege porci, in our beloved mire. And 
yet what is this ſpot of earth which ſo ſwallows us 
up, and in its gulph of obſcenities extinguiſhes our 


love of heaven? Its enchantment i is very ſhort, A 


| few days, a few hours, may make us as wiſe as So- 


lemon. Fe ar reſt. aſſured, earth's rankeſt idolater, 


bo 
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| who now, perhaps, i in our flouriſhing ſchool of 12 7 | 
delity, thinks a wiſer than Solomon is here, will, at 
the cloſe of life, - in his aching heart, atk. Solomon's | 
__ for not believing bim before. - 


| I believe that wiſe, wig experienced i prince, 1 | 
5 ann experience was defi igned to ſpare future 
| / - —ages their own fatal experience in folly ; and, cloſing 
| with his 44 ſentiment, the ſum of his Divine Philo- 
. . phy, affirm, that many a philoſopher, may juſtly 
be reputed a fool; that as there is but one God, one 
Trial, one great Tribunal, one Salvation; ſo there is 
but one Wiſdom; that all, which devoid of that, 
aſſumes the name, is but folly of different colours, 
and degrees; gay, grave, wealthy, lettered, domeſtic, 
political, civil, military, recluſe, oftentatious, humble, 
or triumphant ; and is / called in the language of 
angels, in the ee and unalterable 18 of 
e 1 


* That afu word inſpires; and e ideas * + 
-  Nept before; it points to heaven; and ſhews me 
where I fail. — Though ſtudious to do it juſtice, 1 | 


Somewhat more is wanting to conſummate, and crown, 
the Dignity of Man. What have 1 advanced? 

* "That man is near to the bleifed angels? Is he not 
more ?—Yes, moft adorable Jeſus! man is mor; i 


deurce dare look up to the fuonnit of ſuch ſtupendots 
1 dove. | 


have wronged my theme. And wronged it much. 1 


much more. O whither doſt Thou call me? Whi- 
ther doſt thou tratiſport-aftoniſhed human thonght? 1 


E Drovery f Man refimed: * 


love. Leave L not cherubim and ſeraphim below ? 
Ve firſt· born of light ! ye thrones]: dominions/-prig- = 
cipalities! and powers! What do Þ beheld “ Hor 
awed, and · ho. raptured 5: -with« what proftratina: of 
heart, hat elevation of joy, from this remote region, 
this loweſt vale of the creation, this land af darhnaſe, 
and: ſhadosv of death, look L up through incumbent. 
| clouds of miſery and! fin,, and/bchold—a Man in bea- 
ven: In tlie: higheſt heaven: In union with the moſt = 
High: Inunion-with,yeuri mal adered, and eternal 
King! And ſa throned ia authority, toiyou-ſo.ſuperiar; 
| in power, as Od make cœaſeleſe, interceſſion for: the reſt 
of | mankind ;. not far 4hoſe, whoſe. fall. leſt ſeats empty 
in heaven: Oh, aid me with your language, with. 
words mote than, human ta praiſe, Him.! that Adyo- 
cate unweatied for his relations (proud „ 1 for 
| th ang. FPS 1 ** 
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mention? For human frailty to credit ? For human 
corruption to admit ? But is it not alſo. far too 
much for human gratitude to leave unproclaimed, un- 
reſounded, unadored Igo 1% my Father, and your 
Father, to my God, and'your God. What heart-ſub- 
_ duing, rhought-overiwhelining, man exalting, words 
are theſe? What an amazing, I had almoſt ſaid le- 
N condeſcenſion of the Beity What an ama 
zing, 1 Had e eig hat A 1 e dannen 
of man? ee enn e os i 
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0 bleſſed revelation q that opens ſuch wonders. 


O dreadful revelation !_ if it opens them in yain. 


Andi are there thoſe with Whom they go for nought ? 
Strange men | in poſſeſſion of a bleſſing, the bare 
| hopes of which ſupported the ſpitits of the wiſe, for 


four thouſand years, under all the calamities of life, 
and terrors of death ; and know they not that it is 


in their hands ? Or knowing, caſt it away as of no 
value? A bleſſing, the very ſhadow of which made 
the body of the Patriarchal, and Jewiſh religion ! A 
bleſſing after which the whole earth panted; as the 
| hart for the water brooks! A bleſſing on which the 


heavenly hoſt were ſent to congratulate mankind 
and ſing the glad tidings into their tranſported hearts! 
A bblefling, which was more than an equivalent for 


Paradiſe loſt ! And is this bleſſing, declined, rejected, 


exploded,  deipiſed, ridiculed ? Oh unhappy men ! 


_e as the mercies of Om 


| Who cham can 1 too a the Dignity of 
Man? For what equally to a due ſenſe of it can 


inſpire a contempt of the world, a fondneſs for. which 


occaſions the madneſs I deplore? Indeed a due ſenſe | 


of it, evidently, : includes the whole of our duty. 


It inſpires high veneration, and great gratitude, to 


 Gop, who gave it; it inſpires a reverence for our- 


- ſelves, which. is of utmoſt moment to our character 


and peace; and it inſpires a proper regard for all 
wankind, as equal ſharers in it: Which regard would 


ee mmbnite aaa. and baniſh half the miſeries 


of life. 


The frailty of man is nn as ente 


" —_ — * as 1 "Lo [BY 1 TY 4 a— 1 8 2 8 r 


This, 


. oe amet ene! 


This, its univerſal uſe, its nature ſo pregnant of 
good effects, determined me to the choice of this too 
much neglected ſubject. And perhaps, T have now. 
ſet it in the ſtrongeſt light. But if not ; its importance 


is ſuch that it ſhould be ſet in al/ lights, and from eve- 
ry point that imagination can ſuggeſt ; and reaſon au- 


thorize, ſtrike, it poſſible, the , degenerate, deeply- : 
funk, and ever groveling, buman beart. He that 


looks not on man in the light above, or ſome light fi- 


milar, and equivalent, knows not himſelf ; is a per- 


fect ſtranger at home; ; his heart wanders an exile 
from his deſtined felicity ; he deprives himſelf of the 


powerful impulſe which he ſo much wants, and 


which nature denies, and which revelation deſigned 
him, for his more vigorous advance in virtue here; 
and his more ſublime aſcent in glory hereafter: Which 
' two are the whole of his happineſs ; all the reſt is 


extrinſic, precarious, tranſient, and inevitably, mor- 


8 ok 


And who will dare i that he who declines, or 


falls from the noble, and elevating object of contem- 
plation above-mentioned, and the glorious hopes it 


inſpires, into the barren field of amuſement, and tri- 


fle ; or into the beſtial abyſs of a few years debauch, 
for his portion ; who will dare affirm, that ſuch a 


wiretch differs not as much i in reaſon, and happineſs 


from the true Chriſtian, as a quad: uped differs, in 


form from a man ? It is not form, but manners, which 


makes humanity. The mould in which we are caſt, 
only fays what we ſhould be 3 nothing but our con- 


duct, 
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duct tells us what awe are. What wretches are they 
who contradict their figure; and accuſe nature of 
kaving ſet a. wrong ſtamp on their lying clay? The 
moſt deſpicable, and deplorable being under heaven 
n a Pagan in a Chriſtian land. He is like a rank growth 
of poiſon in Paradiſe. He conſines that thought 
which ſhould ſet out at the creation, and travel down _ 
with wander and adoration, at every ſtep, chrough 
the countleſs mercies and miracles of God for man, 
into nature's final diſfolution; and thence launch for 
a never-ending voyage in a bleſſed Eternity, — to the 
nothing of threeſcore years; and the wretched means 
of annihilating that nothing, of contracting that ſpan ; 
luſt exhauſts, luxury overwhelms, and, by * 
on fuel, 1 puts out the fire. 


Where is that Dignity which: reaſon exacts, and 
which revelation exalts in man? In what T have faid 


on that ſubject, I have, I think, done more to our | 


purpoſe, than he who meaſures the heavens, and num- 
bers the ſtars. I have taken (as I conceive) the true 


' - meaſure of Man. That extenſive meaſure riüng a- 


bove the ſkies, which the Centaur dwarfs down to 
the ſcanty ſpan of the brute creation, to the Beſtia 
triumphanti ; and making (might I fo ſpeak) a dung- 
bill of our condition, with the cock in the fable, for 
a grain of ſenſuality, ſpurns the jewel away ; the pow- 
ers angelic, the radiant DEhrny by oe e in Oy 
rp! Mun. e 


But 
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| But while 1 contemplate his grandeur (ſo mixt out 
nature, fo great, and little} is Man), I feel bis weak- 
neſs : In mind, and body, 1 feel his infirmities. — 


Pain, this inſtant, ſtops my pen — Stops it ſhort of 
what L had propoſed to ſay.—It bids me take, while 


1 may, my leave of him I love.—I take a folemn, be- 
cauſe, perhaps, a final leave. It is, at leaſt, poſſible, 


we may meet no more. No-more in this foreign land ; 
in this gloomy enn nd the n univerſe of 


God. 


y 0 Thou the laſt, 3 hold that earth - 
has on me! my friend in Jeſus Chriſt! my rival in 


immortal hope ! and my companion (I truſt) for eter- 
nity ! come to my boſom : Though ſo far remote, 


| Itake thee to my heart. Souls ſuffer no ſeparation 


from obſtruction of matter, or diſtance of place; 
oceans may roll between us, and climates interpoſe in 


vain. The whole material creation is no bar to the 
winged mind. Farewel.— Through boundleſs ages, 
fare thou well. The Dignity of Man, and bleſſing 
of heaven, be with thee !. The broad hand of the 
| Almighty cover thee: Mayſt thou ſhine, when the 
funis quenched! e thou bene * een when 
| time expires. rt Alien 118 
This cordial duty done, this bags debt diſcharg- 
ed, my mind is eaſed, my ſpirits revive; my pain is 
leſs. And when this endleſs letter is ended, I ſhall. 


drop thee for the preſent; and this idle pen, and an 


idler world (that other feather in the ſcale of eternity) 0 
for ever. * that drops the world, before that drops 
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14 with he only knows its aha value ; and the value of 
his own ſoul. And whatever the gaiety of the world 


. pretends to, he only can have a ſolid, permanent, and 
uninterrupted joy of heart, who builds it on the rock ; 
on hope of the Divine Mercy. Give a man the 
world, and give him no more; and his happineſs is 


at an end: The human heart will neceſſarily feel a 


futurity, through all the ſuper-abundance earth can 


| heapon it: Nothing can poſſibly give it a peace inde- | 
pendent of an hereafter : That point of view in his 


creation, that purchaſe of blood in his redemption, 


and yet in e 8 chat ever 9 All 


of man. 


Aﬀe the laſt bills of Cs, aſk 1 or 
_ambition's triumph moſt triumphant, what is human 


life? Knowlege of the world recommends receſs ; 
| knowlege of life reconciles to the grave. Few fuffi- 


ciently confider how great mercy is implied in the 


grant of death. With a heart quite diſengaged, its 


cable cut, imploring a ſmooth paſſage, and gentle gale, 
bound for that port whence none returns, I wait the 
mighty Mas rA s call. That call irreſi ſtable, which 


every moment ſhould enpect; which every fool for- 
gets; every knave dreads; every wiſe man welcomes; 


| and every en obeys. 


cloſe not altogether with this way of thinking ; but 
rather ſeem to judge, that-ſame little degree of pre · 
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not the hour it points out; ſo they, by their infirmi. 
ties and decays, diſcover their time of day to all, but 
themſelves. Their deſires grow ſtronger as enjoy- 
ments grow more coy. It is ſomewhat to be feared, 
that their hearts gravitate, almoſt as much as their 
ſcarce-animated clay ; and take but few, and feeble 
flights above the level of the world ; though very 
excellent things are ſpoken of thee, Thou welcome 
Haven of Eternal Reft ! Thou delightful Region of 
| inextinguiſhable Love! Thou great Goal of Perfec- 
tion! Thou bright Meridian of Glory! Thou bound- 

lefs Ocean of e Pleaſure ! Thou City of 

God! 


| And is man invited to this fullneſs of fruition ? And 

is man importuned to partake the glories of the Al- 
mighty ? He that weighs not well this tranſcen- 
dent height of Love Divine, is far from being able 
to comprehend the terrible depth of human guilt. 
And what guilt fo deep as that of a 4aptized infidel ? 

A rank heathen riſing out of the ſacred font, is rea- 
ſen s greateſt ſhock, the deepeſt wound of rectitude, 

the blackeſt brand of earth, the ſigh of angels, a ſe- 
cond ſpear in the ſide of the moſt Bleſſed Jeſus, and 

the ſupreme triumph of the foe. to God, and 
Man. | 


Mot gracious God in \ bappineſ and dignity, how 
widely diſtant is man from man? In both, what an 
immenſe ſuperiority has the pious believer ? Scarce 
ſeems of the ſame ſpecies the believing, and apoſtate, 

world. To the oft how juſtly may we cry out, 
. "00 0 
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O ye happy ſons of the fallen Adam ! where is the 


damage you received from your father's fall? Where 
are the once lamenting miſeries of life? where are 


the once unſurmountable terrors of death, fled ? J 


diſcern the Dignity of man, when his carcaſe is in 
the duſt. I congratulate his happineſs while the worm 
is feaſting on him. Rejoice, O ye dead ! exult and 
ſing, ye dark inhabitants of the grave ! For do I not 
behold, even in the grave, the comfort of heaven; 
when, with an eye of Chriſtian faith, in heaven l 
behold a Mun? The Man Chriſt Jeſus ? And with 
tranſport, and : adoration let me reſound the lofty 
language of the PO man wo 888 of the 
Almighty *. 


®* Zachar, c. xiii. 7. 


7 


he 
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THE CONCLUSION 


ND now, my friend ! let us conſider how de- 
plorably wretched is that man amongſt us, who 

is deaf to ſuch a voice, and blind to ſuch a ſight? 
And how criminally wretched is he, if he voluntarily 


recals the ſuſpended cuiſe; obſtinately preſents dif- 
armed death with his. mortal ſting again; and pours 


out, in his diſtraction, all the phials of its original 


bitterneſs on the days, how diſmal and unredeemed, 


of an apoſtate human life? What a formidable reve- 
lation does ſuch a man beſpeak in lieu of that which 


brought pardon and peace? What a revelation of no 


glad tidings awaits him, when his now- involving cloud 
breaks, and truth thunders on the dreadfully illumined 


ſoul, at the no- diſtant hour of death ? 


It is, indeed, in man's option, which of theſe reve- 


lations he will admit (one he muſt) ; but it is not in 
man's wiſdom to make the leaſt apology for a wrong 
option in ſo plain and important a point. A point how 


plain? I ſhall here juſt touch on a ſingle proof of the 


truth'of Chriſtianity, which renders any further proot, 


among proofs innumerable, unneceſſary with me, to 


create and ſupport our Chriſtian faith, 


OS Ie Eve- 


198 The Conclusron. 


Every thing in the natural world is a proof of a 


S od; and almoſt every thing in the moral world isa 


proof of a revelation. As, in the material univerſe 
all exactly correſponds with the previous ideas of it in 


the Divine Mind; and in a ſubſtantial copy renders | 


, legible to man its inviſible pattern, in the thought of 
the Almighty ; ſo a compleat hiſtory of mankind (if 
ſuch could be had) would be little more than the fame. 
Almighty” s prophetic word in Scripture, materialized 
into fact. The prophets are more accurate and au- 
thentic hiſtorians of the future, than the moſt happy 
genius, uninſpired, can poſſibly be of the paſt. And 


Want we miracles for our conviction ? The ſeries of 


| Scripture- prophecies accompliſhed, is the moſt ſtriking 
of miracles: It is a miracle not expiring in a tranſient 
act; but of great longevity, perſiſting in a perpetu- 
al increaling weight and validity, through the pro- 
trated courſe of many thotiſand years. It is a living 
growing, permanent, paramount, miracle, lighted 
up as a lamp of illumination for all ages; that all able 
to ſee, might be quite unable to diſbelieve ; quite un- 
able to retain reaſon, and at the ſame time, renounce 
belief. For if the Scripture prophecies are fulfilled, 
the Scripture is the word of God; and if the Scrip- 
ture is the word of God, Chriſtianity cannot be falſe. 
Shall we reject it as falſe, when, in the preſent fate 

of almoſt all nations, we are ſurrounded, and con-- 
- demned, by a full ocular demonſtration of its being 
true? Let us diſpute our own exiſtence, if we would 
continue of a piece with this. 


| Where 


The ConcLus1on 199 
Where is our natural curioſity ? And that, in points 
which concern us moſt ? Would we know what we 


are; or what we may, or muſt be to all eternity ? 


Nothing but revelation can tell us either. 'So that if 
we aCted on no higher motive than mere inftin&, re- 
velation would be precious in our fight. But vice ex- 


tinguiſhes not our reaſon only, but our inſtin& too, 


when it would do us any good. Either the ſtrongeſt 


inſtinct of curioſity is extinguiſhed by it, or there is 
an aſtoniſhing, and pernicious ſelf-denial in infidels, if 
their moſt natural curioſity is ſtill alive. Revelation 


was written for our inſtruction; and are we too wiſe 
to be inſtructed by God himſelf ? Throw we by un- 


read, and as of no conſequence, an unſealed letter 
— to us from the Almighty * 


; "To RY infidels it is no leſs than defiance of common 
ſenſe, no leſs than hardened impudence to the rational 


nature of man, to pretend, that, on due inquiry, 
they want proof of the truth of the goſpel. Its 
proof is not only great, but amazing; it is not only 


ſufficient to convince, but aſtoniſh : Such its accumu- 
lated, overwhelming, evidence, fo truly marvellous 


its light, that if rejected, it lays us under a neceſſity of 


rejecting reaſon, and revelation, together. And is 
not reaſon obeyed, the ſole dignity, glory, grandeur 
of gods, and men? Nothing can ſo much degrade 


as the violation of reaſon ; and no violation of rea- 


ſon is equal to 2 wrong option in this point ſupreme. 


| Too faint i is the ks colouring of all the ſevere 
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: es of antiquity, to. reach an ee, ſo b. ̃ 
| ſurd. ; 8 


That of Circe's'Sty, and Chiron's Stud, falls hort 
of the mark. For reaſon, in thoſe days, had not ſuch 
powerful motives io combat, or ſuch glaring lights to 
reſiſt. And guilt blackens, in proportion to the 
ſtrength of the lights reſiſted, and the een over- 
come. 8 


DO Since then {as has been proved) if reaſon makes a 
man, by ceaſing to be Chriſtians, they ceaſe to be 
men; by what term ſhall we call thoſe, whom no 
term can defame ? I.et, therefore, your offended ſiſ- 
ter pardon my parable: and let no honeſt man, for 
the future, ſo far offend propriety, and profane our 
language, as to join in one abuſed word ſuch repug- 
- nant ideas, as thoſe of the Centaur and the man; one 
the idea of a being, borridly rejoicing in the miſerable 
and miſtaken, thought, that this ſhort life, ſhortened 
| ' by vice and vanity, is his All; and that, like the ſnuff 
of a candle, it ſhall go out for ever; rejoicing to 
think, that after all his buſtle and ee, he ſhall 
only, by his putrid carcaſe, add rankneſs to a clod of 
earth, and defile the dirt: The other idea is that of 
a being big with humble, but triumphant, hope, of 
exalting, with his immortal feirit, joy celeſtial ; of 
1 adding melody to ſeraphic choirs, in ceaſeleſs Halle- : 
lujahs to their Eternal King, “ Sing praiſes, ſing 
| * praiſes to our God; ſing praiſes, ling praiſes to 
our King. E him, all ye We praiſe him 
| « of - 
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1 all his hoſt. Praiſe him, ſun and moon ! praiſe 
« him, all ye ſtars, and light!“ For a fairer light, a 
nobler ſtar, a more illuſtrious ſun is riſen ; the fun of 
righteouſneſs with healing in his wings ; and all the 
glories of unbounded creation are outſhone by the 
ſmalleſt beam of the goſpel ; by the fainteſt hope. of 
Wrath . and eternal life. | 


Yet this is de hich ſome, in their ſuperior | 
| wiſdom, would extinguiſh as ſuperfluous to man, and 
> ſet up the dim taper of their reaſon in its ſtead: 


© ehou wor / guide, philoſopher, and friend! 
Say, for thou know 'ſt, what is it to be wiſe ? 
| „ 2 on Man. 


With equal avi ſdom, thou mighteſt imagine a ſun 
ſuperfluous, and unneceſſary to the material world ; 

and call on chaos for primeval darkneſs, as the great 
bleſſing of mankind. Say, for, now indeed, thou 


knoweſt, is not Lucifer in the lift of ſuch benefaQors 
as theſe? 


Though in this his lordſhip is quite as good a friend 
to mankind, as he is a philoſopher in his mater zality 
of the ſoul ; yet I will venture advancing towards 
that precious doctrine, ſo far, as to call, without ſcru- 
ple, ſuch ſort of imaginations the zhoughts of the Bo- 
Ay; for from the body's predominance, they, neceſ- 

 farily, riſe: And that neceſſity proves the neceſſity 
| | ED > e 
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of 8 which they reſiſt : fo that Tuch men 


(which, perhaps, they are not aware of), while, as 


much as they can, they condemn religion, they con- 


mend it too; they as loudly call for it, as the diſeaſe 


for the cure. For religion is nothing, but an expe- 


dient for ſupporting, againſt the body's affaults and 
encroachments, the ſacred intereſts of the ſoul. | 


At your requeſt, Sir, in the wide-ſpread ruins of 
our faith and virtue, I have taken a flight view of a 


more melancholy ſcene, than could be preſented by 
Famine, peſtilence, or the fword : but, by God's 


grace, we ſhall repent z and not ſuffer our greateſt 


glory to become our greateſt dread ; not ſuffer our 


prime and unſpeakable bleſſing, ee to render 
exiſtence the moſt inſuppor table curſe. What a ter- 


rible inverſion is this of the high favours of heaven! 


"This muſt be the caſe, when man is all /enſe : For 


to ſenſe nothing exiſts but the preſent. Our preſent 


is fo dear, that our future is undone. Strange con- 


duct; when our ſtep out of life is ſo ſhort ; and ſo 
- fure, ſudden, and mnumerable our accidents in it, 
that almoſt every moment aſſures us, that unleſs in 


time we lay hold on our invi/ible, and, to reaſon a- 
lone, exiſting God, we ſhall ſoon fall from all we 


held fo dear; and that then, not only all our happi- 
neſs, but all our hops, 4 is at an > end. | 
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What is there, O my countrymen ! 0 my friend! r 
O my poor, endangered, immortal foul ! what is 
there from Adam to this hour, but fully e 
what 1 ſay? The world allures us; the world con- 
demns us; he who takes that kind advice, which 
through bis own experience, the world conveys, 
will deſpiſe all its charms. As ignorance teems with 
| infidelity, fo knowlege is a faſt friend of faith, if we 
. would but know, what we cannot but know; if we 
| would but believe our ſenſes in what paſſes, and our 
common records in what has paſſed ; it would not 
only reconcile us to, but, almoſt, ſupply the place of, 
our Creed; fo very haturat a growth is _ Chriſtian 
of the x man. a. | bs | 


SB. 


As natural a growth. of an infidel is a beaſt: ® 
beaſt by God uncreated ; by Adam unnamed. That 
defect Adam's meaneſt fon has ſupplied, by writing, 

 CENTAUR in the horrid gap, which the bold infi- 
del has n by the deſperate eraſure of His _ 5 
| tian name. 


Is this thought too d and a term of re- 
proach ?—1 will make ſome amends by a ſhort hint 
of advice, wich may fave from reproach the whole 
length of their lives; © Let not the brute any longer 
run away with the man, left ſomething more rend 
*fal hold run away with the brute.” 
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4 The Conclusion. 


| If this advice is refuſed, as Alexander ſaid of the 
Perſian effeminate army, there are many enemies, but 
few ſoldiers ; fo ſay I, of this Paphian iſle, there 


are a multitude of people, but a ſmall remnant of 


men ! And of all brutes the moſt brutal is the volun- 


teer in brutality ; the brute ſelf-made ; the brute not 


from the decree, but abuſe, of nature; the frange 


brute-affrighting brute, with the ſtature, veſture, 


voice, and face of man; the brute my/ferious, itra- 
tionally rational, and (with horror let me - it), 


| n immortal. 


1 hs 3 ſtill ſound too harſh in their « ears? 


Twill ſo far indulge them, as to change it for /lave ; 


and inſtead of making free with their hides, only rat- 


tile their chains. For chains they wear, galling, in- 
| famous chains ! Till ſtubborn and wild will, is broken 


by grace, and reaſon, no man is free ; but madly 
Prefers the heavy burdens of his luſt, and the ſcour- 
ges of conſcience, to the glorious liberty of the ſons 


of God. 


And is it bofſible 1 that pride ſhould be the n 


| of ſlavery ? They are proud of bondage, triumph 
in infamy, and imagine that in their high flights of 


folly, and riot unreftrained, there is ſomething great. 


No man is great, till he ſees that every thing in this 


world is little. And of all that is little, that hey are 


| | the leaſt. Would they know what is greatneſs? Great 


is he, and he alone, who makes the whole creation, 
; „ and 


— 
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\ 


and its amazing cauſe, the er b and his 


own true intereſt, the centre, of his thoughts. Who 


has ſtrength and ſteadineſs, to weigh in perpetual and 


equal balance, right and wrong, body and ſoul, time 
and eternity, nature and God; and ſo weighing, to 


diſdain any very anxious thought, for len than "ab | 


greateſt good his limited nature admits, and his all- 


powerful God has promiſed to beſtow. That God, 


whoſe are the pillars of the earth, and who bas ſet 
| the world upon them. Who in his wrath thunders 
out of heaven, and bis adverſaries are broken to 
pieces. | 


In this, Sir, 10 giving our ſupreme good, ons ſu - 


preme effort and concern, in ſpight of all temptation, 
es the greatneſs of man. Well may it lie in a pru- 


dence, ſuch a-prudence, as angels cannot exceed. If 


this is wanting; vain are all other pretenſions to great 


| neſs, whether of king, hero, or philoſopher. And @ 
Ceſar, a Marlborough, a Newton, a Bolingbroke, 


a2 fidler, tumbler, and ſcaramouch, may be thrown . 


together i into one promiſcuous heap of equal impotence 
for attaining true greatneſs. The performance, indeed, 
of each of theſe candidates for glory, the multitude 
may admire ; but the performer, at the ſame time, 
will be condemned by the wiſe} as little minded and 
mean; nay, as a very fool, in the language of Serip- 
ture; { that is, in the judgment w God. 


You 
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2 * . to what titles of renown ou? F fk 
men, on the ſtricteſt enquiry, may put in a juſt pre- 
tence: fool ſlave | centaur The laſt is the neweſt, 
nnd (which would be well for them) may be the 
leaſt underſtood ; but let them chuſe which they 
pleaſe. Were it referred to me, their antichriſtian 
glory ſhould be quite aggrandized, and ſhine, like his 
belineſs, triple-crowned with all three. | 


rn. power, which alone is truly 
great, and good; in whoſe favour is all light, life, 
| hope, peace, joy, and falvation ; be thanks, praiſe, 
and dominion over the rebel, fool, flawe, and centaur, 


in our hearts. And may our hearts, thus exorciſed, 


have a lively feeling of the God inviſible ; and, pant- 


ing for the rivers of true pleaſure at his right hand, 


abhor the life in vogue; ; and in faith unſhaken, and 7 
virtue unfeigned, be confirmed for evermore: nor 
longer (to the reproach eternal of the preſent age) let 
our fins, as well as our ſituation, proclaim us to 

A . | 


OY; 


. diviſos orbe Britannor. | Ving. 


But to damp my riſing hope, I know not if another 5 
diſtinction of Britons from the greateſt part of man- 
kind, 
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kind, may not kate been the glotious indeed, but fatal 
cauſe of this moſt ipnominious effect. It is the great 
glory of God to draw good out of evil. To draw evil 
out of good is the great infamy of man. 


I TI that an inſolent onide in Brit liberty, 
in ſome meaſure, inſpires Britiſh licence of thought, 
and extravagance of opinion; which as extravagant a 
praQtice for ever follows : if ſo, vice, and infidelity, 
are as much our national diſtempers, as the ſcurvy, 
or the ſpleen. Though diſcretion much befriends 
happineſs, happineſs is no friend to diſcretion. Great 
| bleſſings intoxicate. Liberty, fraught with bleſſings 
as it is, when unabuſed, has, perhaps, been abuſed 
to our deſtruction. And as Britiſb malt, ſublimated 
into the moſt pernicious liquor (now ſo much in uſe), 

fo Britiſh liberty carried into licentiouſneſs, has poĩ- 
ſoned and brutaliſed the Britiſb ſtate. By too much 
exalting our ſpirits, it corrupts our manners; and that 


glory of our conſtitution is the diſgrace of our les. 
Purely to prove themſelves ſree men, ſome turn 


infidels: Hanging themſelves would be as good, and, 
to the public, a leſs pernicious, proof. Such men 
ſhould perform a long quarentine ere admitted to the 
embrace even of a brother. Heaven preſerve thee, 
my friend, from the freedom, and wiſdom, and hap- 
| pineſs, now in vogue. He is moſt — who! is bound 
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by the laws; he is moſt wiſe who owns himſeff 
weak; he is moſt happy who abridges his pleaſures ; 
and he is moſt magnanimous, O ye bold, intrepid, 
braven-defying, Britons | / who fears his God. i 


He, indeed, is the moſt magnanimous, for by that 
ſive he is fortified againſt all .other. „And he is 45 
far the moſt happy! for the Divine Favour, the light 
of God's countenance is the ſur of the human ſoul, 
whence all its vegetation of real felicity ; and though 
the world, (which from Him receives all its feeble 
rays) may greatly ſhine in our eyes, yet as wiſely may 
we expect vigorous and vivifying heat from the 9 | 
as aur ſelid ſatisfaction from i it. | 


But juſt one word te the buſ y, ambitious, learned, 
and gay. Vice and virtue excepted, no man on earth 
can ſay, what is good or ill, in as great a tumult and 
uproar as your paſſions are, O ye buſy ! and ambiti- 
845 about every thing elſe: And to love, and labour 
at, what God commands, and to deſire and hope, 
what he promiſes, is the ſingle great leſſon, O ye 
learned! and the fogle « true ns O ye gay! 
| el human life. „ 


* N 


And 
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And now, my friend, farewel. 1 muſt truſt my- 
ſelf no longer with the pen; for while I think there is 


a poſſibility, that, touched by ſome happy ſtroke, but 


one fellow mortal may be raiſed from a periſhing man 
of the earth, to a bleſſed immortal, my buſy mind 
perpetually ſuggeſts new hints, and my heart knows 
not how to refrain from purſuing them. The vo- 
lume grows upon my hand, till its very bulk would 
defeat its end. New rays of thought dart in upon 
me, which, like crofs lights, confound and perplex 
each other. Something of this you may have per- 
ceived already. Even Centaurs have been human, 
and I feel the ſtrong tie of humanity, when going to 
bid them a laſt, an everlaſting farewel. Like one about 
to leave unhappy friends in the midſt of a deſiruction, 
which yet, by timely care, they might eſcape, ſtill, 
at the moment of departure, ſome new caution occurs 
to me, ſome new exhortation, ſomething unſaid, or 
not ſo well ſaid, as it might have been. But now, 
the adieu muſt be final. With only this additional, 
and fil} more urgent, and to them ſurprizing, motive 
for reformation, (vis.) My aſſuring them, that what 1 
have hitherto, through tenderneſs, allowed to paſs 


for fable, is actual fact. That the Centaur is indeed. | 


not fabulous. That a man without religion is really 
a beaſt; z and ſuch i is he nen in Scripture, 


where 


— 


210 The © ONCLUSION. 


where it is aid that * He alſe i is fleſh ; that is, is a 
\ brute! And, (what ſhould ſtrike them not a little) 
this is aſſigned as the reaſon for ſweeping away our 
- degenerate race by the flood. A brute, in truth, he 
is, with this only difference, that his ſuperior under- 
ſtanding gives him more venom than the moſt en- 
venomed of ſerpents; and enables him to do more 
| fatal miſchief to himſelf, and others, than without 
the curſe of reaſon, of abuſed reaſon, could poſſibly 
be done. $0 far therefore is it from ſatire, that kind 
© admonition is all, which the word Centaur implies. 
And as in ſome words there was once imagined to 
reſide a magic power over demons themſelves, 
that opinion might Rill prevail, if the deſign of theſe 
letters, to the wiſh of all honeſt men, could ſucceed, 
and the foul nature of the Centaur be caſt out by 
the name. If this ſhould be the fortunate event, 
theſe pages would live in the lives of thoſe they ſhall. 

_ reclaim. And if fo, O Bolingbroke ! and you, his 
applauding idolizers! what to his is that vain im- 
mortality which the meaneſt writers wiſh, and which 
te nobleſt can ſcarce attain? Praiſe is an error, 
Where pardon is indulgence ; and pardon is indul- 
gence to the brighteſt parts miſapplied. They ra- 
ther provoke, than pleaſe, the worthy mind, by 
- 'laying it under the diſagreeable neceſſity, and claſh- 
Jen. vi. c 
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ing diſpoſitions, of admiring the writer, and diſap- 
_ . proving the man. Which, in ſome fort, is like 
admiring Nero for his fiddle, when, through his own 
frenzy, his glorious capital was in flames, 
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I Received your objections, and thank you for them. 
II believe every judicious reader will make the 
_ fame. All I can fay, for mitigation of their cenſure, | 
is, that they who take on them to read lectures in 
this laughing age, if they wiſh an audience but mode- 
rately large, muſt have weight enough to make im- 
pteſſion on the ſerious ; and levity enough to catch 
thoſe wanton ears, which, unleſs tickled by that fea- 
ther, would continue ſhut as cloſe, as their filly hearts 
ö © are to virtue, though an angel ſhould take the chair. 


'] know you are fo kindly concerned for your 
friend's reputation, that the mixture of levity with 
folemnity, in theſe letters, makes you apprehenſive 
of its expoſing the writer to cenſure or ridicule. Yet, 
how is it poſſible to write on ſo dreadfully mixed a 
ſubject, as the ways of man, without being agitated 
by the moſt conttadictory emotions? His follies ſo 
fantaſtically wrong, ſo ludicrouſly abſurd : His capa- 

Cities for virtue and happineſs, ſo noble: His vices 
ſo ſhocking: Their conſequence ſo deplorable !— 
So earneſtly deſirous I am of waking him from that 
dream, in which he nods upon the brink of eternal 
; 1 ruin, 
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| ruin, that if nothing can can do it but my own dine, 
my own buffoonery (as perhaps he will think it), 1 
| rejoice to fall ſo low. If he will but laugh with me, 


at himſelf, he is freely welcome to laugh az me, as 
much as he ſees cauſe. It is not his applauſe, but 


his welfare, that is ſought. Amendment is the point 
in view. That point unpropoſed, (and could the * 


Viſcount propoſe it?) all cenſure is mere malice, and 


mere impertinence is all harangue ; and entitles a 
Tully, a Bolingbroke, and a parrot, to juſt the ſame 


portion of our eſteem, and applauſe. Would you, 
my friend, judge aright of men? Aſk not what they 
have done, but why; or their charaQters will be 
ſtill in the dark.—But I fear I am ſetting your judg- 
ment of men too right for my own intereſt ; I muſt 


leave it under the power of ſome partiality, for the 


4 of your humble ſervant. 


— 


Pardon one word more. 4 Centaur is of Greek 


extraction, and ſignifies ſtimulation. May it here 


prove (as intended) a ſpur to virtue; and, moſt, in 
_ myſelf. Standing in awe of my own pen, may I take 


the counſel I give: Thus only can I be ſure of doing 
any good ; thus only can I boldly. fay, without the 


reader's leave, that I have not writ in vain. Is not this 


a new expedient for writing to ſome little purpoſe; 
and an expedient of no ſinall ſervice to the publick, 


if all our writers would uſe the ſame ? Their num- 


bers, then, would be leſs a nuiſance ; and half the 5 


* Lord Bolingbroke. + From kel, ſtimu lire. 
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nation (bleſſed changs!) would aim at virtue, as ö 

as fame. This, too, might be ſome ſort of apology 

for thoſe heroes of the pen, who, dauntleſs at their 
| own danger, with the ſpirit of a Curtius, for the fake 
of their dear country, leap headlong into the preſs, 
(too eee ee . | „„ 


Vi incit « amor borrie, laudumgue jmmenſa cupido. 
Vi $ Eo. 
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